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A three to two decision by the Appeals
Court of B.C. has delayed the possibility of
logging on Meares Island until after the
Native Land Claims trial, set for November
4, 1985. On June 25 the Supreme Court of
Canada heard preliminary arguments on
yet another appeal by MacMillan Bloedel
and the B.C. Government, deferred its
decision on whether or not to go ahead and
review the B.C. Appeals Court ruling.

The 8,000 ha Meares Island stands as a
green oasis in a growing desert of clear-
cuts. In the heart of Clayoquot Sound,
Meares is 98% untouched by man. It remains
virtually in the same “virgin” state it was
when the first Europeans set their eyes upon
1L.

Several decades ago, MacMillan Bloedel
bought the eighty-year-old logging rights on
Meares. But perhaps because of the island’s
sensitive location directly adjacent to Tofino,
the most picturesque village on the Canadian
Pacific, they deferred logging.

In 1980 “looming lumber shortages™ prompt-
ed the company decision to “get on with”
the logging of Meares.

Forceful opposition to the imminent logging
started with a few local residents. It has
grown steadily to become a national and
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— Hopes Soar for Tribal Park

residents at issue is the sanctity of their
fresh water supply, all of which comes from
Meares, and the sea resources which provide
them with an income. For others it's the
view from their village —the magic of Meares
dominating the skyline. For environmen-
talists Meares importance rests on the
unbroken chain of thousand-year growth
cycles, each unique thousand-year-old tree
harbouring the secret of longevity, storing
the mother lode of genetic diversity that
“has the answers and questions yet unasked
by mankind.” For the Clayoquot Indians
Meares is their sacred home and way of life.
For MacMillan Bloedel at issue is not only
their right to log on Meares, but the legiti-
macy of their right to log other places where
the aboriginal ownership has not been
extinguished by lawful treaty. (And, under-
neath it all, the legitimacy of their logging
practices which are eroding the landbase,
forest resource and salmon streams. )

So far no one has been arrested protecting
Meares, but the battle has cost millions of
dollars. During the confrontations last winter,
when people occupied the woods which
MB was preparing to log, helicopters buzzed
the skies over Meares and a dozen lawyers
debated in the courtroom at injunction
hearings. '
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to win. even if it costs more than the trees
are wortn.

The Indians and environmentalists have
spent an estimate of $100,000 to save Meares.
Donations from concerned citizens continue

to pour In.
They are equally determined to win.

The loggers for MacMillan Bloedel boast
that the company has already spent nearly
three million dollars to “protect their rights
to Meares,” and will spend whatever it takes

international outcry.

Strong passions fuel the confrontations over
~ the fate of Meares Island. For some Tofino




Forest protectors waiting to
meet an expected logging
crew at Tisaquis
(Heelboom Bay) on
January 30th, a few days
after losing the injunction
hearing in the B.C.
Supreme Court.
MacMillan Bloedel
helicopter circles the bay
(photo on left taken

by MB from helicopter)
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Bark Affidavit Helps
Win Court Case

Margaret Joseph, a weaver of Optisaht, pro-
vided key evidence of continued use and
occupancy of Meares Island by the Clayo-
quot. She testified at the Appeal hearing,
explaining how the best cedar bark grows
from Heelboom bay to Mosquito Harbour
because it gets the morning sunlight.

She has gathered products growing on
Meares since she was a little girl. Joseph
swore she has never been prevented from
freely going onto the land and taking things
she needed.

Because she is now elderly, relatives help
her collect the cedar bark that she needs to
make baskets. In July of 1984, when the sap
ran 1n the cedar, she sent her nephews and
grandsons as a bark gathering party to
Heelboom Bay. She told them exactly where
to find the good bark.

Jack Woodward, one of the lawyers repre-
senting the Clayoquots, said such evidence
helps prove aboriginal title, use and occu-

pancy of the land continuing to be exercised

at the present time.

C

E N .q T p-‘ ‘rl .-1|. ..
" g ] Bl g

but loggers never arrive.
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World Famous Forest Authority For Meares

In an affidavit to the B.C. Supreme Court
Vladamir Karjina, a world renowned forest
ecology expert and former University of
British Columbia professor, spoke out for
the protection of Meares Island. He testified
that if Meares 1s logged its “unique eco-
system” will be “irreparably harmed and
irretrievably lost.”

After 40 years of involvement in the field
of forest ecology, numerous awards and
honorary appointments, and two N.EB. films
about him, Karjma has the experience and
knowledge to back his Meares testimonial.
He swore under oath that it will take “a
minimum of 500 years” to return the island
to its natural state after logging damage.

He also stated that “the water on Meares
[sland is exceptionally pure and is purer
than that of Vancouver. “This water is the
drinking supply for the village of Tofino.

In his affidavit Karjina included the little
known fact that one of the largest cedar
trees known to man grows on Meares. Some
of the trees are over a thousand years old.

Karjina concluded that with its immense
trees, pure watershed, and island ecology,
Meares is a complete self-supporting ecosys-
tem. In British Columbia few such unspoiled
areas remain. The expert testimonial of
Vladmir Karjina will play an important role

in the Court’s decision on the fate of Meares
Island.
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