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NATURE’S MYSTERY DESERVES PROTECTIO

Robson Bight is a small bay on the cast coast of Bridsh Robson Bight also cradles the mouth of the Tunka R“'ﬂ
Colombia’s Yancouver Island. It is one of the most i gl fcant - Industnal glant MacMillan Bloedel Lid wants 0 log the [orests
killer whale habitats in the world, yet it is threatened by in the lower Tsitika Valley around Robson Bight staning in
industrial development ! 1991, The company has pushed i's publicly-funded logging road
Every year from June through September killer whales inhahit to within 5 kilometres of Robson Bight, and with the suppont of
the ocean around Robson Bight in the mos predictably high the B.C. Ministry of Forests, plans ©0 stan up road constnction
Cconcentrations known on earth, Hobson HLEJH 5 2 local oLt for I‘ﬂn wward the oCcan some Ume in e spnng ﬂf lm-

their movements, and Is conaidered by sclentists o be an ' = - | Almost gl the mountainsides around Robson Bight ar slated for
imponant place where almost all the [amily groups of whales in s [ o s o eventual logging by MacMillan Bloedel except for a thin srip
the arca relax and socialize. . e ; : E along the occan shore.

As 8 resull Robson Bight has become a focus for intermnational S~ 5. i , oedel it knows how w Rotson B
whale mesearch, as well as for an cxpanding whale-walching —— _ . . . ' ﬂﬂlﬂ“hu :t::.r:lhllﬂ However, m?w z
Industry. In a globally unique behavior not yet understood by - =] o 1 many sclentists ask, “How can amyone @y logging won't affec
whale rescarchery, the whales rendezvous & Robson Bight every - — e the :-hun when no-one knows for sure why the whales cven
summer day w0 rub themselves on the pebbles of several small - - — g — S come 10 Robson Bight™

underwaler beaches, Anywhere from thwee or four o over 100 : - e
whales will appear at the same tme and line up W “have & nub” Many Brtish Columblars believe the lower Tuigka Valley ﬂﬂ:
within several metres of the shore! goe NATURE'S MYSTERY - Page
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Tsitika/

The Tsitka Valley used 0 be the last
completely untouched watershed on the
coast of Vancouver Island.

=

1978 the B.C. govemnment decided o
the Tsitika o industrial development,
12 years of environmentally damaging
logging have pow progressad 1o the edge
of the still-intact lower reaches of the
Tsitka Valley.

29

As one of the last survivors of a
diminishing non-rencwable natural

Spectacear waials and conyon @ Lwer Troda

resource, this ancien! forest wildemess
guards many treasures which could
bestow riches on us and future
generations, i we are wise enough 0

e (

1972 - BC Fush and Wikdife Braoch proposes entie Taidhka waeohed be made
o> s ccologicsl reserve. The proposal mmad, This i the lam miooched
wmmbed on G caxl coas of Vexoove blind od © exh 5 =
mvakabic sudy owa”

19m - BC
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imsncaes 8
(483 squere cules) = the Tazka valiey
35,000 becize (130 square mule) Tesits waisnbed

mornomign covering 120,000 hectares
- Schoen Laks eva, oxlodog de
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recognize and préect them NOW.
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Oid-Growth Forgis Harbor Secrets

The Lower Tsiti vabey is the last
unlogged wnfl valley on the east
coast of Vancouw 1stand.

As the last survigr of an otherwise
extinct natural regurce, it automatically
has & much highg value o society if
preserved than iflpgged. even if its
[orests were just IErage.

But the lower Tika old-growth forests
are nol average -BeY lnl: special and
unique in their oM Nghit

As the Tritika Rier fows past the last

r watersid. it enters a wild and
by brooding m‘-‘}l forests of cedar,
hemlock, balsam and even the occasional
Sitka spruce m:'l?ﬂlﬂiﬂ fir.

The roar of the @nyon is muflled by
thick beds of ligh green moss thal carpet
the ground everyshere. Flowing over
long-fallen logs ke a pillowy-soft,
continuous maltrgs, the MOss sUppons
and is supporied by #n underying layer
of life-giving degmposition that fuels the
powerful nutrenieysling engine of an
old-growth forest

The rain falling grough the deep,
complex old-growh forest canopy lands
softly on the mogy forest floor in
cleanngs, and in bushy areas it pafters
gently on the leaies of salal, huckleberry,
and blucberry.

The narmow valles bottom gives way
quickly 1o steep mgped hillsides clad with
balssm, mountainbemlock, and yellow
cedar, These mogiain ecosystems, with

|
Rovosvell elk Like this oo [mod fromm Tidoka)
maid Lha bosegr Thnka for wonler hadoay

their thin fragile solls and harsh alpine

climates, are too sensitive 1o log, and lake

up much of the arca in the proposed
Lower Tsitika wildemess area

Back down in the valley booom, thick

leafy chunks of bright green and while
lichens lie scattered about everywhere on
the forest foor, They have fallen from the
upper forest canopy, where they grew
slowly on the large branches of old

trees - much older than (rees are ever
allowed 1o grow in the shon-rotaton
“fibre farms® of the logging industry.

The lichen is not only beaunful, it

provides a cntically needed winter food

Thomay Kol

sournce for the hlack-talled deer and
Roosevelt elk that live in this Las
undisturbed valley bollom sanctuary,

Many other animals live here as well,
including black Dears, Cougars, manen, the
elusi e wolfl, and possibly even the rare
Vancouver Island wolvenne.

Some of these animals can eventually
move back into second-growth forests
after logging, at least for a few years
before the forests are logged again, bur
many of them woen't - the manen,
wolverine, and others can survive only in
old-growth lorests.

The lower Tsitka forests must be spared
from logeing. As the last surviving
fragment of an intact valley ecosysiem on
the east coast of Vancouver Island, the
lower Tsitika represents the last living
example for future research and
undemstanding.

The Lower Tsinka also represents the last
chance for an old-growth forest wildiife
sanctuary, where elk, deer, and other
animals can follow thelr anclent seasonal
movements berween valley bolioms and
mountain forests, free (rom the disruptve
and damaging effects of logging.

Ocean Wildernass Experlence Preclous

Robson Bight attracts many whale-
walchers, who come from around the
world 10 see the unusually high number
of killer whales frequenting the anca every.
Summer. .

Some whale-watchers amve in privale
boats, but many more amrive on one of
the whale-watching tours currently being
operaled out of local communities. In
addition, cruise ships plying the scenic

Inside Passage carry many more
thousands of people hoping o see the
whales,

The people come 0 see the whales, but
they also come for the scenery. The sight
of killer whales in the wild, framed
against the spectacular backdrop of the
unlogged lower Tsitka Valley forests,
makes for an unforgetiable ocean
wildemess experience avallable nowhere
clse in the world.

The sight of those rugged mountains
sheathed in an unbroken green carpet of
forest from ocean waves o alpine peaks
seems 0 have an effect on people. It
Joins them with the whales for a few
precious hours in a bond berween water
and land that s both timeless and
myslerious.

To destroy this with the scars and Impact
of industrial logging would be a tragedy,
the full extent of which we may not
realize until it is oo late,

International Sclentific Ressarch Cruclal

The Robson Bight arca provides a
globally unique opporunity for studying
killer whales.

Nowhere else in the world are 0 many
of these magnificent creatures found so
predictably in their narural environment
As a result, the Rob=on Bight area has
been the center of increasingly intense

imemational killer whale research over Lhe

last 12 years.

Scientsts and students from around the
world have come o this uniquely
accessible area 10 make new disCovenes
about killer whale communication,
population dynamics, social structure,

evolutionary blology, behavior, and habitat
s,

Killer whales are highly Luelligent
animals - perhaps even as intelligent as
us! Insights into thelr complex and

Big Sako rprace ia e lower Tuida

Clomgom Wakd

mysienous ways can (each us how to
coexist harmoniously on this planel with
these and other fellow warm-blooded
animals.

Robson Bight is a crucial location for Uhis
imponant rescarch because the whales
visil the rubbing beaches o rest, feed,
socialize among themselves, and reb on
the underwater pebble beaches every day
they're in Lthe anca.

TSITIKA - ROBSON BIGHT - WILDERNESS TREASURES

Logging the steep mountaili® Bond
Robson Bight could jeopardize the
whales® use of the u.rl:i:l?u
inevitable impacts of ne logging:
industrial disturbance and NEreased pecess
by people from roads. If ¢ whaley were
affected, a globally signifié® research
opponunity would be lost ferever,

Adding insull 1o injury, W€ &ppearance of
clearcut logging on the sCE8C mouniaing

overlooking (his internatonally valyed
outdoor classroom and resedch lab would
reinforce B.C.'s growing repulation as a
destroyer of its own “Supe. Natural®
heritage.

Whale-Waiching Industry A Winner

= ——

Since 1980, o growing number of
companies have operated whale-waiching
ours cut of nearby com such as
Telegraph Cove and Alert Bay,

Muny other whale-watche® amive a
Robson Bight from other #C&m (our
comparies, or in privale oS ranging

from tiny kayaks to large OOcan-going
yachis

[n addition, up 1w four or five crulse ships
a day plying the scenic Lnside Passage
carry over 200,000 more people a year
hoping to see the killer whales,

The cruise ship companics advertse the
Robson Bight whale-walching as a
highlight of the tour, and e ships all
slow down or even stop it front of
Robson Bight o give the passengers a
view of the killer whales.

The Robson Bight whale-watching
industry has an economic impact already
conservatively estimated & over 52
million a year in ounst expenditures, and

bson
Tononlo

The UFAWL refoser © participste, safing tha “the culting plen » totally
incompatihle with the preservation of the Tutiks as a wildlife, salmos, =nd

recreational habitst snd we bave o desire o prende ovar the desecrstion of
the last mapor watcrshed srea that flecamgly had some hope of retaiming o
nabrral me”
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Teltdka watershed may kad to deterlorution of core killer whale habltat

and the swrrognding area”

1583 - B.C. Ministries of Envirorment and Foress produce s draft repon for public
commenl mseumg e pead o pracave okd-growth st on northem
Vecouver Llend for ondcal winter habita for dear and elk. The repont

notes thal cumently identified winier ranges oe only lemporanly resavad

1587 - pnvate lot at the Tutks estusry

1959 - Seplember -

e =

deciions.

procesdings o oblem the plans.

from the water beginning in 1992

deer md ek populatiors. Report

from loggmg whereas they nead 1o be pamanantly preserved © maintain
also notes that with the smount of winkes
range oorenly idendified only bhall the deer and elk would survive a
severe winter, The drafi report was shelved, and the Lsue of how much
winler range o st asade ond for how long, has never bem resolved

for 5450000 from MB =ath joind

fonding from Wildlife Habitd Canada, the Natwre Trust of B.C. and the
B.C govenment The 38 becteres of primanly alder sorub was ongmally
bought by the logging company previous to MB for 51 m 193)

1955 - 411 bectares of lind added o the 1245 hecures of waler m the Robson
Bight ecolopcal reserve. Fmal 100 hectares of lind sdded @ 1989 ©
compicte the nomow occennds land bulfer (average wadth 200400 metes)

Hobeon Bight bsue explodes in media when Premia Vender
Zalm ways he'll do "whatever I takes® w stop MB's plens w clearcul log
wound Robson Bight MB defiess Vander Zalm's stand, saymg it will
proceed with plams © clesrout areas visible from the water.

- November - poblc md medis culcry when THC spproves a proposad MB
clearcut that would be vimble o whale-wawching wonss and cruise ship

- November - WOWC [sa-finding expedition documernts environmental damage
caused by MRB's Taoks logpng operations.

- December - MB displsys proposad Teioka logging plons for poblic viewing
in several logging-dependet norhern Vencouve Liland commumtes, bul
refuses 0 release 4 copy W WOWC for wchnical enalyne. MB abo refuses
o bnng the ples w Yicwna ed Vecouve for
we spproved by the MOF (B.C. Minksuy of Forests). MOF suppors MB

pd:nh: viewmng belore they

140 - Januvary - widesmpresd madia covenage of joru WOWC-MB Tainka wiur
exiaminmg areas of environmenial damage caused by MB logging.

- February - m a recedent-setong move, the MOF requires MB w release a

copy of MB's Tuoks logging plans w0 WOWC aftar WOWC begins legal

« March - WCWC publishes 150,000 copies of Tuitks newspaper, calling for a

halt o all indusrial development, including roadbuilding, in the

lower TetkaRobson Bight mea, s well o stronger goidelines end
enforcement for the protection of the whales at Robeon Hight

Sometime In spring 1990 - MB plens o begin clemculting a 36 heclwe wea (wo

kilometres insdde the proposed lower Tuitika wildemess wrea, ws well as resume rosd
construction towerd Robson Bight in preperation for clearcuiting two weas visible

LOWER
TSITIKA

employment

WILDERNESS
PROPOSAL

The wvalue of the omber volume growmg
amnually in the proposed addiional area o be
preserved is penerowaly estimaied o be about
STOO0) per yewr. By compaooon, Ue
economic value of te Robson Bight whale-
waiching s already conservenvely estmmated o
be over $2 milion per year in direct tourmt
revenues - and that doem't even include
econinie  epm-olls such = o compmy

Even using the critenion of cold, hard cash, ut
b clearly in the best intorsss of socicly W
wrve the lower Trinka from loggmg - for the
whales, for the whale-waiching, for the old-
growth foress, and for the future.
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The sight of killer whales in the wild,
framed against the spectacular backdrop

.

Seesay bller whales & o saieral oneromearni

J A ERSToy Arsaruiecy
of the unlogged lower Tsinka Valley
forests, makes for an unforgenable ocean
wildemess experience available nowhere
else in the world

Tsitika Watershed Landbase o '

R

3% MORE SAVES IT ALL

Envi il groups arc calling for an immedisie snd permanen: halt o all
Mwﬂmmﬁiﬂavﬂhwmm
(sec map at lefl). i
As shown by Lhe above, tus would involve preserving

ﬂam#n?hmmm“ 1 what 15 already reserved from
of enswitshie for oggmg.

.'|| -

this newspaper.
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WILDERNESS TREASURES DESTROYED
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DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN TO ROBSON BIGHT

The photo above shows what could happen if Robson Bight through (8¢ inevitable impacts of nearby logging roads.
MacMillan Bloedel is allowed w log the sieep increased erosion and silition, disturbance from

mountainsides of the lower Tsitka Valley around S ;

Robson Bight
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Rescarch has found that the whales leave the
rubbing beaches whenever people approach them
from Land, which would be impossible o prevent
if logging roads are extended any funher into the
lower Tsiunka Valley.

The unlogsed forests in the lower Tsitlka around
Robson Bight have many signs of natural forest
“blow-down” from high winds in the past, and
would be even more prone Lo blow-down after
loggmng.

Clearcuts around Robson Bight could
uncontrollably expand in size as they did in the
Upper Tsitika, resulting in massive scars exiending
w the ocean’s edge.

The simation is wgent MacMillan Bloedel wants
to finish pushing its publicly-funded logging road
the rest of the way o Robson Bight some ume in
the spring of 1990, directly threatening a globally
unique killer whale rendezvous, a world class
whale-watching industry, and the last remaining
fragment of an niact valley ecosysiem on the cast
coast of Vancouver Lsland

MacMillan Bloedel wants o log almost all the -

moantainsides sround Robson Bight, including the _ ; Clinton Webbd If you believe it is our respoasibility o the world
steep slopes directly above the rubbing beaches. blasting and heavy loggeg equpment, and to prevent the desecration of this natural reasure,
Logging could interfere with the whales' ure of especially easy access far people provided by make your voice heard wday!

From Page 1 NATURE'S MYSTERY WHALE-

be saved from industrial development This is the last chance Lo preserve
even a small segment of a wildemess valley on the cast coast of Vancouver Robson Bight whale-waiching is
Island. It is also the last chance to prevent logging from interfering with the truly sustainable,
killer whales' use of Robson Bight, and from destroying the pnstne visual
backdrop that gives the Robson Bight whale-watching industry its world
class starus. Not oaly is it non-polluting

the environment, but with management it closer than 300 metres shore when e |
Ancient forest wildemess, a mysterious whale rendezvous, and a spectacular w mi ”:EJ"-'-"“ :il.h.ﬂ & Ry e g&?ﬂ?ﬁmmw :;ut nmm - and
tounist draw for centuries o come - logether these arc surely gifts of a : [nformation officers are employed by the B.C. regulaticn, whale-watching in the Robson
national treasure we cannot afford to lose. The whale-waiching industry so [ar mvoided Minstry of Environment ::ml th;dm ©w area B an uoparalleled and
negative impacts on the w {hanks in large patrol the whale-watching vities encowrnge opportunity for contact between people and
gYES!! [ want 1o keep industrial 0 |
Qactiviy OUT of the lower Tsitika ) :
H g i ! WHALES NEED PROTECTION | ot toumemmunsraion
=t Lz:_m put v?%w tax deducrible gift of § = Let B.C.'s tourism-conschous premier Koow
" the + ' W e Lhis I how feel aboat nd road-
TP e et e e B Even though whale-waiching in  Robson Bight area 10 ensure that  time being caforced by B.C. B i the Kowas Thb ke, Vallay
i ullding ¥
[ Canada tax reg. no. 0557113-21.28) . B the Robson Bight arca has the naiwral scuvites and Ministry of Environment (MoE)
I i avoided negative impacts on the movement patems of the kller summer employees who have no Premier Bill Vander Zalm
‘r} Here is 8 Eq;m -3 (special intreductory olfer, repuler price §10) for the WCWC g whales 50 :ﬂr. nf: m,f,d o whales gre ool interfered with; ﬁﬁmml powers. The MoE Parliament Buildings
sitka/Robson Bight Wildemness Treasures fullcolor poster (B.C. residents odd 6% o). Poster guidelines for arca, 1 1 has no jurisdiction over
ko production, likeness not exacly as shown af nght B coforcement, are probably Recommendatons: either marine boaung traflic, or Viciaric, B.CLYAVAS
\ B inedequate 1o handle the the water and the snimals Ut
BALL PROCEEDS GO TOWARD SAVING TSITIKA/ROBSON BIGHTH i.mh:iuhln I‘;t;uu Increase in |. The boaling restriction zone live in ir Only the federal
T woold ks 10 } ver of the W c Wil C : e | AN g-walching acovity. ~ should be expanded and shown govemment has hese powers Credicy :
=‘-]b | T Xip !utm " estemn Canada demess Commitiee, mll'l e IJ|:I1lT.Ed ne charts mﬂlmmrmwlﬂwﬂ wﬂﬂiﬂmlw Webb
Bliung: Derek Young, Densl ey and
B oy v, e o |2 No b i bstoned s | e T
upplynﬂrm&mwm-nWIMmﬂrmuh:mdmllnr 4. The entire ocean frea wround :
B und other recreational boaters,  time, including commercial Robson Bight that is frequenied N e L I W e e N
B and not 0 commercial fishing  fishing baats. by killer whales, including the Published by Westem Casada Wikd =Rl
@ boass which frequenty venture upper Johnston Strut and Viciona Bresch, 1011002 Whad Stesi, Vicona, BC
0 u oo close o the rubbing beaches. '3.m[ud:ullauu::r:1ﬂmnlmuﬂ Bmsﬁﬂmiﬂmhhn VEW 1T4 -?ﬂﬁﬂsqﬂhlm.
~ be i charge © oreement the subject of a joint federal- (WCWL . Seocea pantca Na 790 -
= Flow giass SRy e oc macoey ovier 13 Vise, et = The Wesiern Canads Wilderness  of the whale protection guidelines  provincial task force study 1o poied I Vepisren
¢ 1589292 PAX #358.9223 B changes 1o the boating gudelines  empowered enforcement officers.  current whale protection o e o R P Them B
h----------I-ﬁ--ﬂ----------l-l and general management of the " The currenl ;uuclinﬂmnthh guidelines.




