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Marbled murrelet nest with chick in the Caren Range. Photo taken July 1994. K. Thirkell photo.
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: 833 3 ™ hen Paul George. Adnane Carr and 1 walked into B.C.
3” EEE E ﬁ Environment |"-1|n|-_~'t-:r_h1m: Sthota’s Legislature office on
3 €% 3 ®  June 30, we had an agenda. First we would commend him for
- 3 : Cabinet's decisions to create parks in the Upper Carmanah, Lower
& TIsitika, Lower Walbran, Lowcr l'ashish and Nasparti Vallcys, ]
4 Chilko Lake, Tatshenshini and clsewhere. Then we would... i
But before we had a chance (o say "thank-youw,” the lecture began |
: "We are the best government that B.C. has cver secn for the
& environment!® thundered Sihota..."Now | hear you want to prescrve
¥ even more Vancouver Island valleys...You'll be sorry 1f you help a
‘f: Liberal government get clected!”
&£ We were dumbfounded! Each of us in our own words responded to
¥ Minister Sihota admonishments cxplaining why the Wildemess

»

Committee must continue to fight valley by valley to save
Vancouver Island’s last six large unprotected wild watersheds.
“Half an ark will not protect specics diversity...We can't
compromise the ecological bottom line...We must campaign
strongly until you ban clearcutting and preserve sufficient
wildemness to protect fisheries, tourism and biodiversity—forever.”

Less than a week later the three of us met with Liberal Opposition
Leader Gordon Campbell in his Vancouver office boardroom. He
entered with a smile and a handshake. The meeting began on a
relaxed and friendly note but soon became tense. He said he didn’t
think big-city environment groups should be telling the small local
communities what to do with their forests.

Campbell®s vision for B.C."s future- its forests and parks- was
vague. He said he supported® 12 percent” preservation. He told us
while he was mayor, he voted for continued logging in Vancouver's
watersheds because “experts” said it would cause no harm.

So. which political party should WCWC support? None of them!
It's against the law for a charitable socicty to choose sides. Our
job is to hold fast to our vision and build even more massive
public support for an end to clearcut logging and for adequate
wilderness protection so that, no matter who is in power, they must
listen and act. With your continued support we will hand over to

future generations a beautiful and healthy Earth—nchly filled with  Joe Fov in Cedar Spirit Grove,
diversity of life. Boise Valley. Ivan Hunter pholo.

55 Water St. - 4th Floor

See Page 13

20 Water Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 1A4
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at WCWC's NEW Volunteer Office
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On January 13, 1994, the provincial governmment
cstablished a 233,000 hectare park surrounding
Chilko Lake. Named Ts'yl-os (pronounced Sigh-
loss) after a local sacred mountain, the Park, nearly
half the size of Prince Edward Island, wall be co-
managed by the Nemiah First Nation.

For years WCWC had been working with the
Nemiah to help protect this spectacular region of
the Chilcotin Platcau. We provided $17,000 for
lawyers to investigate the abonginal rights to
traditional trapping arcas. This information was
used to keep logging out of the arca. (Rather than
going to court the, company signed a letter of
agreement saying it would not log in the
contentious arca.) We also assisted in publishing
the Nemiah's dboriginal Wilderness Reserve
Declaration. And we commissioned the writing for
and co-published the Nemiah - the unconquered

couniry by Terry Glavin,

It was an unusual set of campaign tactics, lacking
WCWC's familar posters and papers. But who can
argue with success? Congratulations to all who
have given general donations. This is where some
of your money went.

Tat’s a great success

Winning protection for the ncarly one million
hectare Tatshenshini, the wildlife-rich nver in the
far northwest comer of B.C. was hailed by
conservationists across North Amenca last year.

In celebration, WCWC republished Tatshenini
Wild's poster titled Tatshenshini - Prorect North
America’s Wildest River changing only the word
"Protect” to "Protected” and giving credit and
thanks to the B.C. Governmenl for the decision.
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Carmanah Research Station. WCWC photo.

~ Estimate of insect biodiversity in Canada

doubles as Carmanah research results roll in

Four years ago, WCWC, with the help of an
incredibly talented and devoted volunteer team,
built the world's first temperate rainforest upper
canopy rescarch station in five old growth Sitka
spruce trecs in the Upper Carmanah Valley. It has
four platforms strapped into a main tree at intervals
between 31 and 67 meters high. Thesc are
connected to the adjacent trees by burma rope
bndges. When it was first construcled, the Forest
Minister of the day said it was nothing more than a
*fancy tree fort™..an obvious publicity stunt.

It wasn't The facilitics built and maintained by
thousands of WCWC supporters who donated more
than $250,000 over the years, have revolutionized
thoughts about biodiversity in Canada. Through the
studies done primanly by University of Victona
rescarchers, WCWC's Carmanah research station
has become "...a world class rescarch facility.”

Last summer WCWC reported on some of the
scientific findings from the Carmanah station 1o
Educational Report Vol. 12 No. 6 utled, S4VE
Upper Carmanah Valley - Home of the world’s
[first temperate rainforest canopy research sialion.
At that time, 60 new specics had been identified
and it was cstimated that eventually at lcast 200
would be classified.

This estimatc was way oo conservative. Now Dr.
Neville Winchester, the entomologist who
conducted the research there, estimates that
between 300 to 500 new species will be
discovered. He is basing this new cstimate on a
stream of repornts from taxonomists around the
world who are classifying the "bugs” collected.
Winchester expects that cventually between 15,000
and 17,000 different species will be identified from
PAGE 2

the collections he made from our research station.
(Note: he collected samples on the ground, in
nearby clearcuts and in second growth forests as
well as in the canopy.)

The Biological Survey of Canada currcntly
estimates that there are 33,000 specics of insccts
(arthropods) in Canada. Winchester's work 18
expected to double this to figure to 66,000.

According to Winchester much of the information
gathered ®...clearly supports the hypothesis that we
are dealing with a largely undescribed, complex
system that in several aspects nvals many of the
tropical forest studies that are now so familiar.*

In the upper canopy Winchester has found a
unique set of organisms that arc old growth-

dependent. In an article in the Fall'Winter Vol. 11
No. 2. issue of Bioline, he makes a strong plea for
increased protection of old growth forests and for
utilizing the new ccological information in
commercial forest managemceni

Now that the Upper Carmanah Valley has become
a park, WCWC 15 looking for a permanent sponsor
and owner for its rescarch station. An offer to sell
it to the provincial government for its tax assessed
value was imtially rebuffed. We're looking for
good 1dcas!

WCWC Fights For Federal
Endangered Species
Legislation

In December of 1992, Canada ratificd the
Interational Biodiversity Convention and, shortly
thercafter, began work on a strategy to implement
the Convention country-wide, For the last year and
a half, WCWC’s Adriane Carr has contributed to
the development of this stratcgy as part of the
official government advisory group. Her main
criticism of the draft, now out for public review, is
that it lacks the specific hard-line recommendations
needed to truly protect biodiversity over the long
term. She is continuing to fight for:

* A specific government commitment to develop
and enact powerful Federal Endangered Species
and Habitats protection legislation.

* Expansion of Canada’s park system to include at
h@tpn:ﬂpmmﬂdaruﬂ:rmhmlﬂgiﬂl
unit, including manne arcas.

* Interim protection measures for park candidates
s that they arc not destroyed while being studied.




In order to protect from clearcut logging the
50,000 hectare Pinecone/Boise/Burke wildemess
area adjoining Greater Vancouver's northern
boundary, WCWC activists hacked new trails

through blucberry tangles and red tape thickets and

faced everything from marauding black bears to
roving packs of government burcaucrats.

WOWC's 93/ Pinecone/Bolse/Burke activitices
included...

* Upgrading two kilometres of the Boise Valley
Trail to the Cedar Spint Grove with permission of
the Kagzie Indian Band. The entire arca is part of
their traditional termitory.

* Producing 3.000 copies of the Save Boise

Valley - Vancouver's Last Big Tree Rainforest full
colour poster. Every local and provincial politician
received a complementary copy!

* Producing 3,000 copies of the Boise Valley Road
Access and Recreation Guide. (Yes! Our map is
finally out!)

* Producing and distnibuting 100,000 copies of an
cight page colour information report entitled Save
Fancouver's Wildermess Backvard. Thanks to our
volunteers and supporters and partner environment
and outdoors groups. all 100,000 copies were
distnbuted in a record 4 weeks to coincide with
government public meetings in February

* Producing 1,000 Boise Valley - Park It/
bumperstickers.

» Participating in the BC government sponsored
Pinccone/Boise/Burke Study Team

« Attending the Pinecone/Boise/Burke public
meetings called by the BC government o gauge
popular opinion. Youw our members came out in

Most of the land in B.C. is publicly owned and
under *Crown”™ and "abonginal® utle and
jurisdiction. There are many remotc places where
timeless natural processes still prevail. Most of
these places will be opened up with roads and
logged or mined if First Nations people and
cnvironment groups such as WCWC do not
succeed in rallying the pubic to defend them.

Trailbuilding has become one of WCWC's most
successful campaign tactics to protect endangered
wilderness. When a immeplaceable wildermness arca is
targeted for clearcutting. a team of intrepid
Wilderness Committee volunteers and staff begin
oiling up their loppers, checking out the topo maps
and strapping on their hiking boots. We bring in
our own chainsaws (only to cut windfalls and make
stairs and bridges) and snippers (only to cut thick
underbrush) and build a foot path so that people
can get in to sec the precious area whose future 1s
at stake.

Our trails enable professional photographers, video
crews. scicntists, media, politicians, and many of
yow our members and supporters, L0 experience
wild places...places like Meares Island, Stein
Valley, Carmanah, Boise and the Clayoquot River:
We've cleared and built the trails carcfully, with
lots of volunteer labour, using boardwalks where
required. to protect soils. tree roots and forest floor
plants from people who come to experience the
majesty of wildemess.

WCWC's volunteer trail building crews are our
front line troops in the defense of wildemness.
People who experience a threatened ancient forest
while building or hiking along a boardwalk
rail—in a cathedral of ancient trees spiring to the
heavens—spearhead the public pressure for

- -

John Gillespie of the Burke Mm. Naruralisis in Boive Valley

droves! You filled in survey questionnaires and
flooded government offices with a strong pro-park
response

Thanks to WCWC's Lower Mainland volunteers,
members and supponters the BC government has
got the message loud and clear that popular
opinion i1s weighted heavily in favour of full
protection for Pinecone/Boise/Burke. Results
gathered from the government survey handed out
at the February public meetings showed over 80%%
in favour of protection of the entire study area or
an arca even larger! The final report of the
Pinecone/Boise/Burke Study Team will be ino the
hands of the BC Cabinet by September 1, 1994,
The BC Cabinet is expected to decide shortly
thercafter. Will Cabinet opt for full protection? If
democracy rules the province, then the answer
must be yes. But we all know that the timber

- s 4 = -
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Boardwalk in Clavoquor Valley Witness Trail
Ivan Hunter photo.

protection that almost always grows to unstoppable
proportions.

The forest industry clearly understands the power
of public opinion we build with our trails. In 1988
MacMillan Bloedel (MB) took us to court to try (o
stop us from building a trail into Carmanah Valley.
They lost!

We thought we'd won forever our legal right to
trailbuild. but in June of 1994, the B.C.
government passed a new Forest Praciices Code
which specifies that trailbuilders (and even those
who do trail maintenance and repair to centunes-

TﬂCtic ! vﬂcr*s Lést Blg ml"..'.r

& Pinecone Lake, Boise Valley, Burke Mountain
Vancouver's Backyard Wilderness

industry speaks with a powerful voice! If you live

in the Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Pitt
Meadows, or Maple Ridge arcas please phone your
local MLA's office right away! Tell them how you
feel about your Backyard Wilderness and ask them
to forward your concems to the BC Cabinet.

» Coquitlam-Maullardville - John Cashore MLA
9317-3516

= Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows - Bill Hartley MLA
467-6793

* Port Coquitlam - Michael Famworth MLA
414001

» Port Moody-Burnaby Mountain - Dr. Barbara
Copping MLA - 9394855

If you want copies of WCWC's Backyard
Wilderness Information Repori, Boise Recreation
Guide, Boise Posier or Park li! Bumpersticker,

phone us toll free at 1-800-661-9453,

rest
old trails) whose work has not had pnor approval
by a District Forest Manager are subject to a
maximum $100,000 fine and up to one year in jail!

Whose support is the NDP government scriously
wooing”!

Anyonc who thinks that this new law, supposed to
come into effect in the fall of 1994, will make
little difference to environmentalists’ tactics, or that
District Forest Managers will readily give approval
to trail building into forests which are about to be
logged, is living in a dream world. Most Distnct
Forest Managers act as if their job is to advance
the interests of the imber industry. Most have only
grudgingly provided information to WCWC that is
supposed to be readily available to the public. The
Forest Practices Code provides no recourse for
appeal if a trail project is thwarted. A "no® from
the District Forest Manager is final.

Trail building to save wildemess will have been
dealt a severe blow if this draconian NDP law 1s
allowed to stand.

NDP Forest Minister Andrew Petter needs to hear
from you now. Tell him what you think of the
provision in the new Forest Practices Act that
prohibits trail building and maintenance without
the permission of the Forest Service District
Manager. Mr. Petter’s Victoria office tel. is (604)
3187-6240. fax (604) 387-1040. His Saanich South
constituency office tel. is (604) 479-6148 fax (604)
156-6226. You can write him at ... Honourable
Andrew Petter, BC Forest Minister, Legislative
Buildings, Victoria, BC V8V 1X4.

This is the most serious government attack ever
against the public's right to peacefully protect
nature.

PAGE 3
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Wilderness Committee Family Tree - Chapter and Branch Reports

Victoria Chapter

Alison Spriggs. Canvass Director and Office Manager (or the
Victoria Chapler, wants 10 thank YOU, the members,
supporiers, campaign salT and canvassers who have made our
campaigns 0 save the Upper Carmanah. Robson Bight and
Victoria's drinking watersheds culmmate in success this year.
“Thanks for believing that your letters. adopted recs and
donations make a difference. They did'™

WOWC-Viciona recently moved its siore and ofTice.vertc-
ally, from the 2nd 1o the 3rd Moor info a better designed swite
at |9 Bastion Square. Highlights of the chapter’s activitics are:

- Volunteers and stafl belped hundreds of people with maps
and nformaton 0 make thewr trips 10 Carmanah Valley

- WCWC-Victona stafl and volunieers led many school and
uiversity groups mio the Upper Carmanah Valley, explaming
the ecology of the ancient forest and the scope of the research
projects being conduced by scientists from around the world at
the Committee’s research station.

- The Chapter won a very significant legal case! On March
I8, 1994, B.C. Supreme Coun Justice Hoganh ruled that the
Greater Victoria Water Dhstrict does ™_not have the awhority
0 carry on commercial loggng of s lands ® The Sierma Legal
Defense Fund argued the case for WCWC, the Sierma Club of
Western Canada el al. This decision came as a result of four
years of hard work by WCWC campaigners who literally put
n thousands of hours of effor 10 protect the watershed.
Special thanks go w0 WCWC Campaigner Misty MacDufTee,
volunteer Campaigner Ray Zimmerman and Sierma Club
volunieer campaigner Medhi Najan.

- The second phase of the Victona Watershed campaign has
already begun s WCWC s mme winning team works lo get
the 32 sq. kilometres of “offcatchment™ lands (Fictoria’s
Backyard Wilderness) established a5 a park.

Cariboo Mountains
Wilderness Champions
Awarded Prestigious
Eugene Rogers Award

On the evening of June 28, 1994, two hundred
concemed environmentalists came Lo the
Vancouver Planetarium to learn more about the
Cariboo Mountains wilderness. The moving
slideshow and speeches by Doug Radics and Ocean
Helmann—~full ime champions for the preservation
of this region—inspired people to increase their
help, now, to save this critically threatened area,

The Canboo Mountains region is the largest tract
of roadless wilderness remaining in the southern
half of the province. It includes the unprotected
oldgrowth-forested land in between Wells Gray and
Bowron Lake Provincial Parks. It has only very
marginal commercial forests, but extremely
valuable wildlife habitat. The low elevation pass
between the Niagara and Penfold Valleys 15
especually important as a wildlife comdor for
grizzlies and woodland canbou. The wetlands are
crucial for sockeye salmon survival.

At the ume of our June event it was suspected that
the B.C. government's CORE Commissioner,
Stephen Owen, might not recommend protection
for the Niagara and Penfold watersheds, opting,
instead, for a high elevation connector which
would preserve areas with absolutely no
commercial timber. That, of course, 1s not what
wildlife nceds most The science of conservation
biology has determined that we must have large
protected wilderncss arcas if we are (0 conserve
biodiversity over geological ume.

About two weeks after our event the Chilcotin-
Cariboo CORE report was released and these two
key watersheds were scheduled for logging.
Another Carmanah/Clayoquot wilderness

preservation fight now will move into high gear.

If the elected provincial leaders were present at the
event that night, there is no guestion but that the
Cariboo Mountains Wilderness Area would be
preserved in its entirety. Words cannot describe the
powerful impact of the slide show presented by
Ralf Currie, a local photographer who has spent
years exploring and documenting the Carnboo

Mountains' wildlife and beauty .
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Continued on page 2.

. The Vancouver [1land Conservation Vision campaign
continues 1o gan public support as WCWC canvassers and
voluniecrs explam 10 more and more people how we can have
both jobs and enough wildemess protecied (o conserve
odivermry.

Surrey-White Rock Chapter

The Surrey and White Rock Chapter of WCWC was formed
about five years now. [t has an mformally orgamzred sicenng
commutiee with a main focus: the recognition and protection
of the Boundary Bay ecosysiern—a natural treasore in the
Chapiler’'s backyard. Along with groups such as the Boundary
Bay Conservanion Commiuee, the Chapter 15 pushmg for the
establishment of a U N. Bosphere Reserve for Boundary Bay.

A large part of Sumey-White Rock's efforts are directed
iowards public education. Monthly mformation meetings have
ncluded mteridal workshops, slide shows about the birds of
Boundary Bay and lectures on wide-rangmg lopics.

The big fundramser and educanonal event of the year, Lhe
Boundary Bay Hirdathon, is pulled ofT with the enthusiastic
help of the White Rock and Surrey Natwralist Club. The event
mvolves over 300 elementary school children and their parents
and teachers. Students are introduced w bird identification in a
workshop session. Then they join over thirty naturalists who
belp them identfy different bird specwes i the field. at several
di [Terent Bay locations. All in all, the children grow in their
apprecanion of local wildlife and began (o fee] thal, by caring
lor the environment, they are a pant of the solution

To increase local appreciation of the value of wildlife habiaL
WCWC's Swrey-White Rock Chapter also offers a free public
Nature Watch programme from 1:00 to 3:00 pm the last
sundxy of each month on Blackie's Spit in Boundary Bay's
Crescent Beach. I you are in the area. come oul and enjoy Lhe
Bay with a line group of WCWC activists.

T e T N N T L W e e .
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From left o right; Doug Radies, Ocean Helmann,
Ramona deGralf and Joe Foy. J P. LeFrank phoio

The Wilderness Committee and the Vancouver
United Nations Association co-sponsored the
evening. Doug and his wife Ocean, who have
devoted the last three years of their lives and all
their personal savings to save this area were
honoured as the third winners of the prestigious
Eugene Rogers award, given out annually to the
environmental activist of the year. Previous
winners include Terry Jacks, for his work in
fighting against pulp mill pollution, especially in
Howe Sound and Joe Martin for his work o
protect Clayoquot Sound

Al the show Doug and Ocean premiered the
Canboo Mountains Wilderness Coalition’s new
poster, Niagara - Save the Cariboo Mountains
Wilderness, which is being distributed by WCWC
WCWC participated in a blitz distribution of the
poster (o MLAs and the media prior to the CORE
announcement. When the repont came down the
fact that the Niagara River was not recommended
for park protection was widely reported .a good
launch for our upcoming massive public education
campaign.

"i"li gy N J'-"I'J."l:"'.r.:_-l

CAMPAIGN SHORTS

« Cascade International Park - We have focused

our recent cfforts on protecting the upper

Chilliwack Valley. a popular Lower Mainland |
wildland recreation arca. In the spring of "94 we :
produced and distributed in Canada and the USA.

80,000 copies of the Cascade Iniernational Park
Information Repart. Our goal is to see the

Chilliwack Valley granted protected arca status in

'95. Over the longer term we aim to sec a muillion

hectare international protected area straddling the
international border from Chilliwack to the

Okanagan.

= Stein Valley - We are collecting photos. and
information for a “final push™ for official BC
government protection for the entire Stein Valley
by the end of '94. Expect to sec trail repair
projects, an information report and art show feature
in Toronto before the year is out. Conservationists
and First Nations have been working to protect the
Stein for over two decades!

» Kitlope Valley - Expect to sce the Kitlope
granted protected arca status very very soon. This
arca 15 the largest undeveloped coastal watershed
remaining in Earth's temperate zone, WCWC has
produced scveral information reports on the area
and has included it in our endangered wildemess
calendars for the past four years.

» Vancouver's Watersheds - We produced 2,500 of
the Vancouver Gianis - purify waler... naturally
full colour posters. For a half a decade we have
been working together with local environment
groups to end the logging of Vancouver's drinking
walter supply arcas. So far we have succeeded in
slowing the rate of destruction, but not stopping It
The stunning poster of towenng oldgrowth trees
was hand delivered to all local politicians and
media as a remunder that the ancient forest
produces clear, cold and free dnnking water in
great amounts. Look for the fight to heat up in '95.

*» Forest Practices - In the Spring of "94 we sent a
video crew out to MacMillan Bloedel's Tree Farm
License #44 necar Bamlicld on the southwest coasi
of Vancouver Island. We documented huge
clearcuts (well over the 40 hectare size the
govemment claims the companies are currently
limited to on the coast), logging nght down to
salmon bearing streams, soil crosion, and the

cutting of thousand year old trees, These images
were aired on local TV and sent abroad. Look for
more of the same in '95

WCWC’'s 1994-95
B.C. Campaign Goals

* To demand that govemment develop a real
sustainability plan for the province of B.C. that sets
aside enough of our natural heritage to protect
salmon, ancient rainforests and biodiversity.

* To legislate an end to clearcutting.

* To switch to sustainable, selection forest practices
and greater value-added wood manufacturing that
can provide more jobs for B.C. forest workers.

* 10 revise the tenure system and turn control of

the forests over to local communities, including
First Nations.

* To protect water catchment areas for COMMUunIty
dnnking water from logging and other
developments.

* To reduce the rate of cut to a truly sustainable
level, estimated at a 50 percent reduction. 3

. To carry out comprehensive inventories of all
forest values so that all development conforms o
the biological "bottom line®,

* To work with First Nations to preserve all the
remaining large undeveloped watersheds on
Vancouver Island.

* To protect B.C.’s last remaining large intact
wilderness areas, including the Cariboo Mnuntlul.
the nonthern Rocky Mountains, the last large

prstine watersheds and the remaining big tracts ﬂf
intact old-growth forests. _
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When, in 1992, the newly clected B.C. NDP
govermment initiated its Commission on Resources
;md_ Environment (CORE) process to rationally and
reg!nnally- decide land usc and end valley-by-valley
da:lksmn-nmking., we were sceptical but willing to
participate. In fact, WCWC Victoria and Mid-
Island played lead roles in bringing cnvironment
groups from throughout the Island into the process.

Then, on April 13, 1993, Premier Mike Harcourt's
govemnment decided to allow clear-cut logging in
two-thirds of Clayoquot Sound. removing from
CORE’s mandate the ability to decide what should
happen with the largest chunk of big-treed ancient
forest on not just the Island but in all of North
Amenca! WCWC left the Vancouver Island CORE
table, and withdrew from CORE proccsses
elsewhere in the province. We concluded that we
would be more effective pressuning the govermment
from the outside than working on the inside,
lending our credibility to a process bereft of
ecological principles.

Consequently, we decided to create and publicize
our own conscrvation vision, rooted in the
principles of conservation biology and ccosystem-
based forest management, for Vancouver Island. In
October of 1993 we published 300,000 copies of A
Conservation Vision for Vancouver Island
newspaper, distnbuting it to every houschold on
the Island.

Our Conservation Fision calls for thec complete
reform of forest practices and the forest tenure
system, an end to clearcut logging and the
institution of community-based. selection-method
eco-forestry. It also calls for preservation of 40
percent of the Island’s land basc. as the mimimum
needed to truly keep biodiversity intact. Our Vision
was endorsed by VINE—the Vancouver Island
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against whichr:r nptiﬁns were measured.

We believe our cfforts helped move Commissioner
Stephen Owen into recommending that: 13 percent
rather than 12 percent of the land base be
protected; that an additional eight percent of the
land base be classified as Regionally Significant
Lands (RSLs) where conservation needs are to be
prioritized over logging; that all forest land,
including private forest land, be placed in
Community Forest Land Rescrves; and that a
broader forest industry/jobs strategy for the Island
be developed at the same time as withdrawing land
from forestry to create new parks.

We think we also prompted an overall shift in the
conservation debate towards increased preservation.
It was actually gratifying to stand in the midst of
the 15.000-person "Share” rally in Apnil a"d. hear
loggers chant, *12% and no more"—something
which would have been unheard of two years ago.

As soon as Stephen Owen, head of CORE,
presented his "13 percent solution” in February of
1994 WCWC produced a follow-up paper,
Vancouver Island Paradise - Lost or Saved.

We distributed 150,000 copies of this paper 1o I-:.r:y
Vancouver Island communities, including Inscriing
it into the Victoria Times-Colonist newspaper on
March 21, the day of the big luggt::rs‘ rally on l'h:::
Jegislature lawns. The paper explains why Owen’s
vision and the B.C. goyernment's Vancouver
1sland land use plan. announced June H‘. arc just
the first step, not the end, of a conservation
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Current clearcutting of Cypre River Valley by MacMillan Bloedel in Clayoguor Sound. Garth Lenz photo.
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CORE Fails to Fully Protect Island’'s Biodiversity

Although happy with the creation of 23 new parks
(especially the Upper Carmanah, Walbran. Tashish-
Kwois, Nasparti and Lower Tsitika Valleys), we
know that the government’s plan will not protect
the Island’s wildlife, ancient rainforests and natural
biodiversity over the long run. Our Key concerns
are that:

«New park areas comprise only 100,000 ha -
about one-third the size of Clayoguot Sound. All
parks on the Island now total' I3 percent of the
land base. With only 13 percent protection, an
estimated 50 percent of Vancouver Island’s
species will go extinct,

« Less than 6 percent of the Island’s original
ancient rainforest is protected in the plan (an

increase of 2.7% over previous protection). This is
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The new B.C. Forest Practices Code was rammed
through the B.C. legislature by the NDP in a
marathon session which lasted until 5:00 am on
Tuesday, July 5. The Code, despite opposition
partics claiming it was too strong, fails miserably
in its promised attempt to legislate “world class™
forest practices.

« The Code is not a set of rules, It is primarily a
set of criteria for administrative plans. For almost
every "rule” (e.g., reduced cut-block sizes, green-
up requirements, fiparian zone protection,
harvesting restrictions) there arc provisions for
exceptions. In virtually every section, the Code
allows the timber-oriented District Forest Managers
to override the rules and allow clearcutting and
roadbuilding anywhere. This means that
companies’ practices, as long as they're part of an
approved plan, cannot be challenged, even if they
are ecologically damaging.

» The public has no right of appeal regarding any
specific logging activity or any discretionary
decision on the part of a Distnict Manager,
Conversely, forest companics have a direct right of
appeal to a Forest Appeals Commission and the
courts regarding any penalty or order imposed on
them. The public is limited to a “complaint” about
non-compliance with a plan to a Forest Practices
Board which has no power to alter decisions and is
limited to making recommendations in a report.

« The Code verifies clearcutting as the
harvesting method of choice. Restrictions _qf |
clearcuts to 40 ha. on the coast and 60 ha. in the
interior are greenwash (the average on the coast is
currently 37 ha.), because a bunch of 40 hectarc
clearcuts cventually become one giant clearcut and
there is no biological evide
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a far cry from the government’s onginal
commitment of 12 percent representative protection
for each ecosystem. In contrast, 90 percent of the
Island’s alpine rock and ice is protected.

« Of about 170 large (over 5,000 ha) primary
and secondary watersheds on Vancouver Island,
only 10 are still undeveloped, and six of these
are still unprotected. These six ancient rainforest
valleys (Clayoquot, Ursus and Sydney Rivers in
Clayoquot Sound and Klaskish, Power and East in
the Greater Brooks Peninsula) are all slated for
clearcut logging. That's why. on the day of the
government's Vancouver Island CORE
announcement, we launched our "Six-Pack®
campaign to save the last large unprotected
wildermess watersheds on the Island. Clayoquot
Sound will continue to be our flagship campai
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buffer zones for salmon and other fish stream will
be a maximum of 30 metres and only 10 metres on
most streams, roughly 10 percent of the riparian
zone protection afforded in U.S. national forests.
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« The Code does not reduce the annual
allowable cut, currently estimated in government
studies as 30 percent above sustainable levels. This
is despite the fact that Premier Harcourt promised a
20 percent reduction in cut when he visited Europe
in the spring of 1994,

« No protection of biodiversity is mandated.
There is no binding protection of endangered
specics’ habitats unless essential habitat is
designated by government (but there is no
Endangered Species and Habitats legislation in
B.C. or Canada which requires this designation),

« Old-growth protection is completely optional.

« "Million-dollar fines" only apply to three
sections of the Code—not acting in accordance
with an operational plan, trespass logging and
deliberately starting a fire. £

« One of the toughest sections deals with trlil-
building such as done by WCWC as a campaign
tactic to build public support for wildemess
protection. Trail-builders whose milhu;ii@ng 18 not
authorized by a District Manager EI%_WH'E toa
$100.000 fing and up to one year in jail. with no
appeall Unlcss we get tio regu'ationg .-

o suggest that 40 years befo
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For more than ten years the Wildemess Committee
has been fighting to protect Clayoguot Sound, the
largest extent of oniginal lowland temperate
rainforest left in North America. We've published
and distnbuted over one-half million copies in total
of five different newspapers, five posters and two
books. We've attended countless meetings, held
hundreds of public shde show events, built trails,
maintained a “front line® information kiosk, taken a
big stump on tour, mounted demonstrations and
talked to media, the general public and our elected
officials. Our work has helped stave off logging so
far in most of Clayoquot Sound

On April 13, 1993 the B.C. Government decided to
allow clearcut logging in two-thirds of Clayoquot
Sound—inchuding the Clayoquot, Ursus and
Sydney River valleys, three of Vancouver Island’s
last ten large, ancient-torested watersheds. The
public cry of dismay reverberated world-wide.

Preserving the large tracts of intact ancient
rainforest in Clayogquot Sound has been WCWC's
number one goal since January, 1993—a tlagship
campaign in our larger effort to gain truly
sustainable forest practices in B.C. whle
preserving sufficient wildermness to safeguard
brodiversity

From January 1, 1993 to July, 1994 individual
WCWC members and supporters contributed
$263,317 towards our Clayoquot campaign. What
have we accomplished with these donations?

« Flagged and cleared the 29 km Clayvequot Failey
Wimess Trail. Donations supported volunteers who
collectively worked more than 10,000 hours last
year on the trail. By July of 1994, 10 km of the
trail had been boardwalked to protect sensitive
ground conditions.

» Provided funds in the summer of 1993 (o the Tla-
o-qui-aht First Nations who completed a Meares
Big Cedar Boardwalk trail to the "Hanging
Garden™ cedar, the world's second largest redcedar
tree.

« From July to September of 1993, and through the
summer of 1994, maintained a Clayoguot Public
Informarion Kiosk at Sutton Pass, one-half hour
west of Port Alberni on the highway to Tofino.

= Mounted dozens of photo and film expeditions
into Clayoquot Sound to document the beauty and
the destruction.

WCWC Stand With Loggers at Victc

On March 21, 1994, anti-preservationists held a
massive rally on the lawns of the B.C. Legislature

in Victoria to protest CORE Commissioner St:phcn
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Joe Fov on the Clayoguot Valley Witness Trail

* In the summer of 1993 published and distnbuted
two posters (Clavogquort - Save it Now! and
Clavoquol - Wild Beaches, Wild Foresis, Wild
Forever!), 100,000 copies of a four-page
educational newspaper, Save Clayoquot Valley,
310,000 .t!r.rrr-p.lr: opinion {H‘IH mailers (responscs
directed to Premier Harcourt) and 40,000 Official
Clavoguot Petitions, This involved sending out
96,000 pieces of Clayoquot mail from March to
September of 1993

= Delivered over 130,000 signatures on the
Clayoquot Petitions to Deputy Prnime Mimster,
Sheila Copps. You, our members, came through!

» Houled a 4,000 kg redcedar stump from
Clayoquot Sound (where, under salvage permit, we
excavated it from a clearcut next to our Wimess
Irail) to Ottawa in time for the federal election in
October of 1993, extracting a promise from the
soon-to-become Pnme Minister, Jean Chretien, to
help save Clayoquot Sound. In February of 1994
we sent “Stumpy” to Europe for a four-month
"holiday”, in the care of Greenpeace. There,
Stumpy gencrated support for an end to clearcut
logging in B.C. and for protection of Clayogquot's
ancient forests. Stumpy's WCWC North American
tour re-commenced in July of 1994,

Owen's recommendations to preserve 13 percent of
Vancouver Island and carmark another 8 percent as
"'rln:gilzu'nal]I;v_.nr 5ig,niﬁ1:am arcas” where logging would

Russ Forester and Adriane Carr at logger's rally in Victoria. Ian Parfitt phoio.
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» In 1994 we produced 150,000 copies of another
educational newspaper, Clavequol - a herilage
worth protecting, two posiers of the threatened
Clayoquot River Valley, and /000, (/) three-part
opinion poll mailers (this time with the responscs
directed to Prime Minister Chretien)

» Played a leadership role in bringing together an
alliance of environment groups to work on
Clayoquot. We coordinated numerous meetings
between the environment groups and First Nations,
* |ssued over 50 press releascs about Clayoquol,
sending cach one to over 300 media, allics and
other contacts. Hosted dozens of media, politicians
and dignitarics on our Clavoguot Witness Trail.

We are proud of WCWC's Clayoquot Campaign
and our choice to work for wilderness protection
within the law, without involvement in blockades
or other non-violent civil disobedicnce. We believe
our work 15 vitally important. We are the lecad
group focused on mass production and distnbution
of publications to educate the public and prompt
politicians to increase preservation of ancient
forests and institute truly sustainable logging
practices. We arc working closely with First
Nations, other environment groups and federal
politicians towards a "Clayoquot solution”™,
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play second fiddle to environmental protection.

The Wilderness Committee attended, conspicuous
as a tight group of ten with huge colour cartoon
placards in the center of the crowd of 15,000 forest
industry supporters. We were protesting CORE like
those around us, but for the opposite reason - we
felt it did not recommend the preservation of
nearly enough ancient forest. How far we have
come in B.C.'s conservation debate dawned on us
when the loggers there began chanting *12 percent
and no more”, A few loggers and millworkers even
congratulated us on our signs saying "Save Jobs.
Stop Raw Log Exports Off-Island”.

Opinion Polls On Our Side

67 percent of Canadians oppose the practice of
clearcut logging.

- Angus Reid poll, January, 1994

62.3 percent of British Columbians think that the
govemment’s new Forest Practices Code should

allow only selective logging and ban all clearcut
logging in British Columbia.

- B.C. Minisay of Forests poll, March 31, 1994




WCWC Info Kiosk at pass to Clayoquot
Sound gets cheers and harassment

For the second summer in a row, visitors travelling

Highway 4 from Port Alberni to Pacific Rim Park

National Park Reserve and Tofino know when they

cnter the Clayoquot Sound watershed. Huge
banners at WCWC's information kiosk along side

the road at Sutton Pass saving Welcome 1o
Clayogquot Sound - Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations
Territory and Save Clavoguot Sound - Protect
B.C.’s Ancient Rainforest let them know they are
entenng a very special place,

Every day, from about 10 am to & pm, a WCWC
staff member and volunteers are on hand to answer
questions and to give out free C layoquot
NEwspapers and mail-in postcards. They explain
why we arc so determined to save more of the
ancicnt forests in Clayoquot Sound and to bring an
cnd to the destructive practice of clearcut logging
Of course, they are also scliing posters, books, 1
shirts, bumperstickers and accepting donations to
help support the nearby volunteer crews bulding
the Clavaguot Valley Witness Irail boardwalk h

According to WCWC's Clayogquot Kiosk crew
VISILOrS ' responscs this vear indicate that people arc
much better informed about the issucs compared to
last vear. The vast majority of tourists are appalled
by the horrendous damage already caused by

clearcut loging visible from the highwa

But all 1s not rosy. Harassment at WOW(
Clayoguot Kiosk last year included stealing SIgnS
and threatening staff. This vear the kiosk sitc has
been strewn with rotting fish guts and slime several
times. A large rock was thrown at kiosk staff from
a speeding pickup truck. Vandals also cut down

Witness Trail

With the permission of the Tla-o-qui-aht First
Nations, WCWC volunteers worked over 10,000
hours last year to clear and partially boardwalk a
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29 kilometre trail (just mecasured with an odometcr
wheel!) through the heant of the 7.679 ha
Clayoguot River valley. The Clayoguo

Wimexs Trail begans in the Upper Ken

8 km up the hirst logging road on the Clavoguo
side of Sutton Pass. During this summe

pubhc information kiosk marks the tum-of

The traul skir: .!Illll},' "\iw.L Lake” (created by a
natural landshide several decades agol
the pass ol
alpine lakes and down wat

Clayoguot Valley, meanders past sub
rfall-covered rampart
o the lush, big-troed vall bottom, and Hinal
furns up Desiiero (we v named 1 "No Road™)
Creck 1o end 1in another clearcut. at the Renguol
Main logeing road Here, the fresh clearcut logeng
damage s overwhelming. with massive blowdown

poor regeneration. and croswon mio Hish streams

In the summer of 1994, a WOWCO boardwalk crow

began work at the “No Roead™ Creek end of the
trail. where MacMillan Blocdel (MB) 18 pressuring
to extend Kenguot Main so that they can begin
logging in the hean of this beavtiful watershed
which has, today, the best sockeye spawning run
left in the whole of Clayoguot Sound MB has also
fMlagged ouwr Upper Kennedy trailhead for road
building scheduled to start in 1995

Al the request of Fust Natwons, we rc boardwalking
sonsitive parts of the Clavoguol Valley Wiimess
Trail (especially the boggy and steeper soctions) (o
protect soils, tree roots and forest floor Tauna
Carved into the boardwalk treads and resting
benches along the trail are the names of over 700
WOWC Wimess Trail donom who have belped
make this defense of Clayoquot Valley possible

WOWC Kiosk at Sutton Pass. J. Fov photo. inset photo. James Jaminson with visitors af the Kiosk van Hunter photo.

some of the small trees used to tic up the big
banners. Signs giving directions to the Witness
frail have been repeatedly taken down. One sign
was roplaced with another saying "Witless Trail"

“Somc irate people, we think they might be loggers
retuming from work, curse at us, give us the finger
and sometimes verbally threaten us, but we just

L byl yaliev Wimesy Trad  Ivan Hunber phoio

smile and wave back.” says James Jamicson,
WCWC Clayoguot Kiosk on-site coordinator.
Apparcnitly it is just a few people who are causing
the problems. He said that most people, even those
who disagree with WCWC's Clayoquot stand, treat
those at the kiosk well. Some locals cven bring
fresh caught salmon ("a dam sight better than fish
guts™) and homemade meals!
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WCWC Honoured with First Nations' Gifts

Haoth &t the official Intenm Measurcs Agreement ratification ceremonies, hosted h} the First
Nations and provincial government in Ahousabt in Apnl, 1994 and at the opening ceremonies
for the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations™ Tin-Wis Resort Lodge in Tofino in July, WOWC was
honoured with presents from the First Nations. In Ahousabt, the Tla-o-qui-aht First Natwons
presented WOWC with a framed print of the crest of Chiel Wickaninish, o recognition ol our
conscrvation efforts and cooperative work with them in Clayogquot Sound. At the Tin-Wis
Resort Lodge oponing in July, WOWUC was presented with a photo collage of the Tin-Wis
Resort Lodge project, in recognition of our donation of 120 posters which the Tla-o-gqui-aim
First Nabions framed and placed in all the botel rooms

2222202 R R RS SRS R SRS SRR R AR A AR L sttt

PAGE 7







