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RANDY STOLTMANN WILDERNE

Tony Eberts - special to WCWC
ust u 3-hour-drive from Vancouver
(200 km north), touched by the
headwaters of the Squamish and Lillooet
Rivers, is a stretch of wildemess umqut.
in the world,

Its champions call it the Randy

Stoltmann Wilderness, in honour of the
young mountaineer, conservationist and
author killed last year in an avalanche.

One of the last things Stoltmann did was

to put together i briel ndvocating the
preservation of a 260,000-hectare

roadless arca. The Stoltmann Wilderness
includes three large pristine watersheds,
alpine meadows, glacial lakes, waterfalls,
iceficlds, populations of grizzlies, moose,
wolverine, mountain goat and wolf-and

the last significant stands of old-growth
Dougles fir on our mainland coast. -

This arca is not a Carmanah Valley filled (S8
with hgh value trees. Little more than

two percent of this wild, ruggedly

beautiful proposcd protected arca

(already known to growing numbers of
backcountry skiers, mountaineers and

hikers) i8 commercially valuable

timberland.

But plans to blast in logging roads,
compromise the wilderness and clearcut
the mre remnants of old-growth forest
in the valley bottoms are alresdy

well advanced.
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Fir-cedar forest near Interfor logglng road bolng bullt in Sima Crook.
the mouth of Sims Creek.

The stands of big trees in the Stoltmann
Wildemess are not only worth preserving
in their own right; they are vital to the




n their ownvnghl; lhcy ure vuu'l o the Y
vinter survival of animals including
noose, deer, goats and grizzly

dearby Ganbaldi Provincial Park has a
omewhat similar range of mountainous
errain, but the mpid growth of
opulation in the Lower Mainland is
pevitably leading to such heavy use ol
he park that its wilderness aspect will be
ompromsced. Furthermore, Ganbald
scks both the herds of big game ammals
nd the big tree wintering habitat to
helter them. Also it's cut off by roads
nd settlement from other wild arcas

he Randy Stolunann Wilderness
preads from tidewater ot Princess
Louisa Inlet, across thibutanes ol the
)quamish to the upper part of the
allooet River system. Straddling the
ivide between the Toba and Elaho
tivers, it's true wildemess, yet it's
outhem border is eusily accessible by
oadl.

he person who knows the arca best is
ohn Clarke, a dedicated mountain man
vho has spent much of the last 35 yoars
xploring the Coast Mountuing of B.C.
rom Vancouver o Alaska.

Timber companies and the B.C. Forest
service have been challenged o come up
wvith similar Douglas fir/'western redeedar
orests on the mainland, but they can'L”
ays Clarke. "The Stoltmann Wilderness
s the last of them.®

Iniess the area is preserved--and
uickly—they will be gone. Many
mimals will be doomed, and so will the
vild, fragile wonder of the region

[his year Interfor Lid. is planning o
mndge the Elaho River, main walerway
i the upper Squamish, which forms pan
of the southeastern boundary of the
Stoltmann Wilderness. Next year the
-hainsaws would be into one of the rare
Douglas fir/redeedar groves.

Waterfall near Sims Croel.

“Many people think that there's one
greal expanse of untouched forest all up
the coast from the Vancouver wrea”
Clarke says. "They couldn’t be farther
ofl the mark.

*As you Ily up the mauniand coast from
Vancouver 10 Bella Coola, streiched
below you is one of the world's grandest
and most intricate coastlines. Your cyes
scarch the fiords for an unlogged valley,
but uniil you resch Kwalate Creek in
Knight Inlet, every valley running in
from tidewater has its system of roads
und clearcuts.

"What really makes an impression is the
number of logged-out valleys that could
still be providing employment if they
had been barvested on 2 sustainable
basis.

“Histoncally, the clussic, valiey-bottom
stunds of giam fir and codar were
removed during the milroad and stcam-
donkey cra of the 19205 and 1930%

What followed was SO years of truck
logging that used zig-zag roads 10 log far
up the sides and into the headwatery of
these valleys.

- continued on page four

oy,
"“Timber companies
and the B.C. Forest
Service have been
challenged to come up
with similar Douglas
fir'western redcedar
forests on the

mainland, but they
can't, " says Clarke.
"The Stoltmann
Wilderness has the
last of them."




PRESERVE THE SIMS,

EXPLORER

John('lutccmto&C.ﬁunln’snnivc

Ireland in 1958, discovered the craggy
wilds of our coastal mountains, and soon
built his life around them.

"To me, exploring this pant of the world is
s0 fascinating that | don't have time for
any other part. We have it all nght bere,”
be says with a smile. "I've never been back
to Dublin and I've never even travelled in
the US.

"I'm completely captivated by the
wilderness beauty and the challenges.
I can hardly wait to get back out there

every year,.."

In his highly regarded Guide to Climbing
& Hiking in Southwestern British Columbia
(Soules, 1986), author Bruce Fuirley
describes Clarke as "an enigmatic
chamcter...who 15 indifferent to the goals
that motivate most North Americans,

"Certainly Clarke has seen more of the
distant alpine comers of southwestern B.C,,
and has made more ascents, than any other
individual *

In the case of the Randy Stoltmann
Wildemness, Clarke, stands as a fiercely
passionate defender of a mountain paradise
threatened by the kind of short-term
exploitation he has always scomed.

TRAILBLAZER

V] osauitoes don’t bother trail boss
James Jamicson. Bom in Quebec and
raised in Northern Ontario’s black fly
country, James is currently living in the
ancient forests of Sims Creek Valley in
WCWC's trail crew camp. "The forests

CLENDENNING, UPPER

Stoltmann suggested that this wilderness ‘
ares be named in honour of Smith, but \'wi
Randy's friends and peers want it named al
for him, the one who first proposed the Di
entire arca be protected.

In his PAS submission, Stoltmann points ‘

out that part of the Elaba/Upper Lillooet
region was proposed as & wildemess arca



ancient forests of Sims Creek Valiey in
WCWC's trail crew camp, “The forests
here are so spectacular,” says James, “the
scenery totally outweighs any discomforts
of wilderness living.*

James, who holds & B.A. in Economics

Sims Creek summer trail project. Volunteer
WCWC truil builders are clearing a simple
“snip and hike" trail up Sims Creek so that
average person can sce the big-treed
forests, glaciers and waterfalls in the arca.

"We aim to save the Randy Stoltmann
Wildemess Arca by letting people directly
expenence and contrast it with nearby
clearcuts, The results will be a massive

public outcry,” says James,

To volunteer for trail building, phone the
Wildemess Committee office in Vancouver
at (604) 683-8220,
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R ELAHO & UPPER LILLOOET RIVER VALLEYS

Proposed Randy Stoltmann
Wilderness Area

measure of success will be in the believes that social justice
ability of the Elaho/Upper Lillooet for First Nations is a
demess to retin its wonderfully remote prerequisite to lasting N
primitive character.” environmental protection.
We support the work of
tmann details some of the natural
indigenous peoples to A
nders of the arca. ! their
Rich volcanic soils in the Manatee and homelands and ensure the
Polychrome Ridge sections have produced survival of their cultures.
flower-covered meadows ni ' .
gl 'WM g d,"‘m“! :Irghhmmmc;g‘l:s
¥ their homelands are * Major Valleys
v ncmmm:mlo&lmjorglll:km inalicnable and their 1. Sims Valley
irougha area, including 18-km-long traditional stewardship i
ot Glacier, and Terrific Glacier which Earth's resources can o 2. Clendenning Valley
pds in & fantastic 1,200-metre vertical serve as an example of 3. Upper Elaho Valley
efall. \ how we can live in 4. Upper Lillooet
ghest peaks include Mount Tisiphone,  gustainable harmony with

, and Elaho Mountain, 2,823 metres.

pine country of the Lillooet-Bridge River Phot

3 the traditional territories
. of the Kiahoose, Lil'wat,
The rare and magnificent Douglas
r/red stands, plus many examples of ~ Sechelt and Squamish
glacial lakes (at least one that's only about &
- ide range of unusual Photo, top left. lce, rock, meadow, &
dd)“h;:l& & Ancilent redcedar near bog & scrub forest iy
roads and rough trails Photo, top right.
Bear the northeast part of the proposed mo‘:‘t':-
11 derncss area give access o the supeth .
Julp wildemess
|
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continued from page one

*What remains today in most mainland valleys are
patches of forest on benches above cliffs and a fringe of
high elevation sub-alpine trees that weren't considered
valushle before. Now, even these remnants are being
helicoptered off, removing the last trace of integrity that
these watersheds sull have.”

What does all this mean for the Randy Stoltmann
Wilderness Area? First of all it means (that our best
opportunity to keep a classic old-growth Douglas
fit/redcodar forest on the mainland is not hiding in an
inaccessible fiord up the coast. It is right here, neatby
Vancouver! It also means that the forest types in these
valleys are now o rare that it's crucial they be
protected. Saving the Stoltmann Wildemness means that
future generations will have a chance 10 get & serse of
what the great low-clevation forests were like in the
old days.

The Stoltmann arca was described by Stoltmann
himself, afler thorough explomtion, as u key link in a
chain of wilderess regions stretching up the spine of
the Coast Mountains from Garibaldi o Chilko Lake and

Tweedsmuir Park,

Like the montane ccosystem of the Rockies (from BanfT
and Jasper Parks in Canada to Yellowstone Park in the
U.S.), the Coast Mountains form & migration corridor
for grizzly bear, moose, mountain goat, woll and
wolverine. The groves of big trees in the valley bottoms
(especially the Douglas fir/cedar foresty) ensure the
winter survival of these animals by keeping them
sheltered from the snow and wind.

Stoltmann Wilderness expert, John Clarke, reports that
in the spring the forest floor under the wonderful stand
of Douglas fir in the upper Lillooet River is criss-
crossed with game trails and covered with animal
droppings—clear evidence of its heavy use as an
cssential winter haven, *Previous logging of surrounding
arcas has funher concentrated the wintering animals into
this refuge, so it's a shock (0 be lold that these trees are
in the 1996 logging plans.” Clarke says.

The mainland coast of B.C. is rapidly going the way of
Vancouver Island, where only about one-hall of one per
cent of the once great Douglas fir forests have escaped

liqmdation by non-sustainable logging tactics.

Dean Channel, some 450 km northwest of Vancouver, 1§

the northern growth limit for all but stunted, 'bonsai’
Douglas fir. Within this 450 km long coustal zone, the




r i | the northern growth limit for all but stunted, *bonsai’
Douglas fir. Within this 450 km long constal zone, the
stands in the Stoltmann Wildemness are unique.

ms is an elecuon "It’s a miracle that these fine old-growth Douglas fir
trees still exist, so close to logging operations and so
yeﬂr in BoCooo casily reached from Vancouver,” Clarke says. "It would
th ov mm be a tragedy to see them destroyed.”
5 g 8 ent gc Wilde ffi d valleys, high
The Stoltmann Wilderness mix of forested valleys,
bettel' be ultellmgl meadows, small lakes, soaring mountains, swift water
and icefields adds up to incredible beauty,
Let the government know how m.w "In places you seem to be walking through a series of
you feel about preserving the last of the Japanese gardens,” Clarke says. "The lakes show an
great Mainland coastal Douglas fir unbelicvable range of colours. Some of the animals,
forests in the Randy Stoltmann such as mountain goats, have little fear of people.
Wilderness...and how you feel about the "When you consider that it's close to 57 per cent of
road bullding and clearcutting plans of B.C.'s population and has so much to offer in terms of
Interfor and MB to destroy them. recreation and conservation values, preservation is the
only logical course.”
WRITE, CALL OR FAX
Premier Mike Harcourt
Buildings
Victoria, B.C. V8V 1X4

Tel 387-1715 Fax 387-0087

Recent clearcut and ahs'h-bum. Elaho Valley.
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gU@S I will be a protector of the Randy Stoltmann Wilderness Area

(3 Here is my tax-deductible donation of __ $25 S50 $100___ $500___ $1000 more!
to help save the Randy Stoltmann Wilderness!  Gifts of $50 or more scknowledged with a beautiful trail certificate.

] 1 want to join/rencw (check envelope label for rencwal date) my membership in the Wilderness Committee.
Enclosed is my $30 annual membership fee. Increascd membership strengthens WCWC's voice and brings you
regular WCWC educational papers and WCWC's Endangered Wilderness wall calendar.

] Send me a copy of the late Randy Stoltmann's original 1994 Protected Arca Proposal to preserve the
Clendenning/Elaho/Upper Lillooct region - 32 page cerlox bound booklet. with 7 colour pages of photos and
maps. Enclosed is $20 to cover all costs including copying. binding. postage and all applicable taxes.

Name (plcase print) > Address

19 City Province Postal Code__

Please use enclosed pre-postpaid envelope and send to WCWC, 20 Water St., Vancouver BC V6B 1A4
WILDERNESS IS ONLY ONCE. The first chance is the last to save it!
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