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Amisk Lake, mixed wood boreal forest near Boyle, Alberta. CHRIS BAUUN PHOTO

You get what you fight for... no More and no less

- Joe Foy, Nov.23, 195 on the day the Stein Valley received park protection.
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We at the Wilderness Commilice believe that people
must stop thinking aboutl how much parkiand
governments will give us - and start thinking aboul how
much of Eanh’s precious remaining wilderness we will
allow governmenis 10 lake away We must reject Lhe
12%, limit on protected ancas which has no basis 1o

wience and will not wiumately ¢o the job of protecung
wild hiodiversity

are protected in nalional parks Less than 3% ol

Canada’s boreal 10MEsL 1S protecied ind already over 82
F"i_'f'-.'..m of this vast ecosSysici, 1the largest 1n U

couniry., 15 comumulled [0 INOuSLTy

It is the current goal of all the political junsdictions o
Canada. theoretically at least, 0 bnng the total protectcd
lands up to 12% by the year 2000, But is the 12%

wilderness dream big enough?
Other species, including salmon, wolves and gnzziies...

and our own children and grandchildren are counling on

We say absolutely not! Take for example, Bnush
us 1o dream big, stand firm 10 our delense of wildemess

Columbia. Currently aboul half of B.C., approximately :

Jid BUTLER P

bler and wliumately win.

&0 million heclares, remains o a wildemncss state, The

Endangered Bay Breasted War
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GET OUT AND VOTE FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT!

*So, which political party should I vote for in the next
provincial election?™ That is a question that Wildemness
Commirtiee campaigners are gefting asked more ofien
these days as a provincial election in B.C. draws near.

All voters, including our 15,000 members in B.C.,
should find out which party’s policies would be best for
wilderness preservetion, fishéries restoration, clean water
protection and preservation of wildlife

Because WCWC 15 a federally registered chanty, we are
restncted from telling people whom to vote for or, for
that matter, how an elected ofhicial should vole on an
issue. Bul we can educate people so that they can make
a well-reasoned choice for themselves.

We believe fimnly that democracy works best when
everyone paricipitates in the political process. It is vital
that you VOTE FOR THE CANDIDATE OF YOUR

2 ON ELECTION DAY!!!

It is also important for WCWC members (0 attend Lhe
all-candidales meetings in your area and ask questions
about local and provincial conservalion 1Ssues. Y our
voice could make a big difference in the promises Lhat
will be made and kept.
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WCWC's 1995/96
_ Board of mrectm
Kevin Bell*

Vaolker Bodegom*®
Robert Broughton

.Adrhnt Carr
Alice Eaton
Paul George
lan Mackenxie*
Annpette Tanner®

Cameron Ward o
Broce Wright £

The number of Board members is currently fixed at ten, with 3
two of these positions sppoinied from the Executive Team (E- E:
‘Team) of the Wildemess Commitlee by consensus of the E-
‘Team. The eight other board positions are elected st an AGM, 5
four st each AGM [or overlapping two-year terms. Directors
demoted by & * above were elected (0 (wo year terms af
-’Wﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂhﬂm“ﬂ. 1995,

Joe Foy and Sue Fox In front of Randy Stoltmann
memorial in the Carmanah Valley.
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whether it be [uwngin?mf .rr ng < T
watersheds or the fight to protect Pinecone-Boise-Burke ;
would be sprinkled with tough-talk md.g; izor-edged
humour. Ammmﬁm&ﬂey ;3.-.'_. %
litle starch in the backbone of any preservationist. &
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came from his love of nature, h::lgﬁ{hmﬂﬂﬂl -Jf“-_
year) and because, for most of his working life, he was I‘;r
a logger. Decades ago, he quit his logging job in the :_ >
Skagit Valley and went on to lead the fight for its '.
preservation. The Skagit was declared a provincial park -‘ i
this year - only a few days before he passed away. He =
will b-cgr:atly missed and fondly remembered forever. &
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ECO-RECONHAISEAHCE
FLIGHT ENDS IN TRAGEDY

Painfully, mention must be made to the ill-fated flight
of August 31, 1995. Only a few hours into what had
been planned as an all-day photo-reconnaissance of
Nanaimo's watershed and Vancouver Island’s last few
oldgrowth Douglas fir forests, the single engine Cessna
172 crashed into the steep slopes of Mount Curan near
Fanny Bay.

-

Mike Humphreys, a well respected environmentalist
from Qualicum Beach, died in the crash. Myron Kozak,
Steelhead Society Director and acclumed wilderness
photographer succumbed to injunes at the crash site.
John Nelson of B.C. Wild and our Mid-Island Chapter
co-chair Scont Tanner managed 1o crawl from the
wreckage and survive.

Thanks to the speed of the amval of the rescue team,
Scoft and John are home now, well along the painful

road to recovery. I'm sure readers wall joun us 1n a op
of the hat 1o the rescue team, our heartfelt best wishes
to Scoit and John, and a moment of remembrance and
sormow Lhat Mike and Myron are now with us only in
spint and nspurabion

Bob Wenman 1941 - 1995

when you walk in the tall tree groves of Carmanah
Valley, think of Bob Wenman. Bob served the Fraser
Valley as a Conservaive Member of Parliament for 19
years, up until 1993, As an MP in the 1980s Bob argued
passionately for the preservation of South Moresby,
which eventually became a Nanhonal Park Reserve.

In 1988, when Bob lirst phoned the Wildemess
Commuitee, he was asked "what can we do for you sir?*
He answered, "No, it's what [ can do for you!"™ From
that point on he mumed his remarkable energies to
preserving the Carmanah Valley. He helped campaigner
Joe Foy distnbute hundreds of WCWC's Carmanah
posiers 1o MPs in Onawa. Bob travelled to Carmanah o
help celebrate the grand opening of WCWC's trail. He
commissioned a federal government study which
showed that loggng any of Carmanah would damage
the Sitka spruce ecosystem. He stalked the halls of
Victona's Legislaiive Building so he could personally
deliver thus report to then-B.C. Forest Minister Dave
Parker. He helicoptered countless ollicials 1nto
Carmanah, including Canada’s environment munister,
Jean Charest. Bob even ascended WCWC's canopy
rescarch platforms, 60 metres above the ground in a
Sitka spruce Lree!

Bob also cared deeply about Lower Mainland
wilderness. He persopally transporied WCWC's first
trail crew wnto the Boise Valley o hus boal. We had so
many good umes with Bob. We will never forget.
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 (Protect Ursus Valley: Akousaht Terrirory) about the

Umpmmmm_hysmrgﬂnhnmnﬂadm
Visions and a poster entitled Flores Island: Treat with
Respect and Care, Ahousaht First Nations ™ Territory,

Pt tndm‘m:kmmtmhﬁym:hcljm

Inlhemlmmufl?ﬂi,jnnﬂymlhmq}qurnhl First
Nations, WCWC ininated a Roosevelt Elk Study in the
Upper Kennedy River and published a brochure of the
Meares Island Big Cedar Trail and a Clavogquot Valley
Witness Trail Map and Recreanion Guide, to enable
people (o safely access and use the trails there.

Upon request, WCWC assisted others in their Clayoquot
work. These included the renowned Scientific Panel,
which requested a presentation of slides and discussion
of our Ursus findings and Dr. Alan Burger, who
requested logistical field support with a Marbled
Murrelet survey in the Ursus. Burger's study resulted in
a count of 900 to 1,000 of these birds in the 7,000

wwhectare watershed. Burger conjectures that the Ursus

may be home to 25% of Clayoquot Sound's murrelets.

WCWC's Ahousaht office also assisted other groups,
such as the terrific grade 5 class of the Maagtusus First
Nations School, to explore the pnstine wilderness of the
Ahousaht Temitory...Ursus Creek.

In October of 1995, Chief Earl Maquinna George staled
that he and many Elders of Ahousaht do not wish (o see
any industnal activity wathin the Ursus W alershed.

--------------------------------------------------------

Pretty Girl Cove - Easter Lake

In March of 1995 a joint WCWC-Ahousaht expedition
into the Easter Lake area identified a wide vanety of
cultural and recreation features. A report which
highlights the findings has been approved lor
distribution by the Ahousaht First Nations. Color copies
are available for $20.00 at WCWC Ahousaht Office

-------------------------------------------------------

Onguing Education and Training

Slide shows, discussions and providing information to
individuals are all a part of the WCWC Ahousaht office
A culturally modified tree (CMT) workshop, including
rramning in scientifically 1denmuiying and danng CMTs,
was hosted by Ahousaht WCWC office and conducted
on Flores in June of 1995. Dendrochronologist Manon
Parker was keen to share his skills, A CMT on the Walk
The Wild Side ancient trail to the outside beaches of
Flores Island was identified. Dating showed il o have
been modified approximately 150 years ago. This tree
and information are now used extensively by the guides
of Walk The Wild Séd:. for their eco-Lours,

-------------------------------------------------------

Flores Islnnd Happy Trails

In March of 1995, WCWC Ahousaht, Ahousant Band
and Walk The Wild Side (an Ahousaht First Nations'
Womens eco-tourism initigtive), submitted a
cooperatively formulated grani application to Youth
Service Canada. The $195,000.00 Wild Side Heritage
Trail and Eco-Tourism Project was approved by (he
federal government in Oclober of 1995. The project will
commence in March, 1996 and will see 20 youth
participants engaged in trail repar, surveying and
building, beach clean-up and training in eco-tounsm
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Susan Jones on the Ursus River.

Science Panel Vision Needs
Immediate Implementation

When, in July of 1995, the B.C. Provincial Government
accepted all 120 recommendations of the Clayoquot
Science Panel, WCWC was happy. Why? Because of
the Panel's vision that every pnstine watershed over 200
ha in Clayoquot Sound must be placed under
moratonum while full and thorough inventones of all
forest values (including cultural, spintual, fishenes,
freshwater, soils, recreanon and biodiversity) are
conducted. Then, based on the inveniones, areas will be
preserved ("set aside™) to permanently protect them.

Within days of the government decision, WCWC's
mapping expert lan Parfitt had produced a drafl map of
Clayoquot's pristine walersheds.

It is WCWC’s belief that a resolution to the Clayoquot
controversy can result from this process of thorough
inventorying and subsequent permanent protection of all
the values discovered and currently unprotected.

*“To do this,” says Adnane Camr, WCWC's Clayoquot
Campaign Coordinator, "it will lake the cooperative
effort and support of many agencies, because thorough
scientific inventones are going Lo require substantal
resources. lots of training and lots of time. This can't be

a piecemeal, lacklustre effort coordinated by the B.C.
Ministry of Forests, To do it nght will requre continucd
leadership {rom the scienufic commumty and, most

likely, the help of the federal government.”

Ahnus-uhl resldents reading WCWC's Ursus Vallay
newspaper.
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Inside our Ahousaht store, shared with
Walk the Wildside.

career development.
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Cow Bay, ﬂﬂwﬂﬁﬂlﬂﬁmmm .
Expeditions Mount Evidence T

For Preservation in Clayoquot |

"1 always wondered if they checked us out at mght,”
mused Joe Foy as he hunkered down on a cold winter's
night in Clayoquot. There, pnnted for all to see, was a
story wniten by a bear. Foy and the other four members
of the joimt AhousahtWCWC Ursus Expedition,
mounted in December of 1994, were camped beside the
Bedwell River. Dunng the might, a large black bear had
walked down the sandbar, less than a dozen feet from
the tents, leaving paw pnnts in the newly fallen snow.
"Apparently the bear was not the least interested in us -
he didn't alter s course one bit!'™ said Foy.

Days later, afier a temporary research camp had been
set up deep in the Ursus’ oldgrowth forest, expedition
member Rosealie Thomas was struck by the strong

spiritual presence she felt in the Ursus Valley. Kun
John discovered a “rest hole® in a huge living redcedar
tree, evidence of long-ago canoe builders. Both Kurt and
Rosealie are from Ahousaht First Nauons, whose

territories include the Ursus. Thirty sites, including bark-
strip scars, canoe tree stumps and canoe bullding SiEs
were documented duning the 10 day Ursus expedition.

All year long we've been working with the First
Nations of Clayoquot Sound to gather information about
the intact valleys and watersheds. Together, we've been
out there hiking through the rainforest in all four
seasons, finding evidence in the waldhie, salmon streams
and cultural and recreational features that’s building a
case for the protection of Clayoquot Sound. It's not
work that's gamered a lot of headlines - but it 18
essennial work,"™ said oy

------------------------------------------------------

Ahousaht Posters

WCWC’s new Flores Island poster, Flores Island: Treal
with Respect and Care - Ahousaht First Narions
Territory, was developed cooperauvely with Walk The
Wild Side of Ahousaht. The Ursus Fisions an poster
was developed cooperatively with artist George John of
Ahousaht The proceeds from the sale of these posters
helps support cooperatve Ahousaht-WCWC work, helps
Walk The Wild Side with operational costs, and helps
keep WCWC's Ahousaht office running!

Ahousaht Store and Office

During spring of 1995, WCWC assisted Walk The Wild
Side with renovations of the Ants of Paawac (meamng
artists’ nesting) centre in Ahousaht so that we could
share office space. Our grand office opening was held
on April 8th, 1995. Yes, WCWC product is sold in the
u.nur: Summer tounst sales were brisk!
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Cnntacting WCWC in Ahousaht

E-Mail us at redsky@port.island.net, check out Halk
The Wild Side's web sile,

hetp://www.web, ape.org/wewild/wiww.him. Call us
(604)670-9602 or 9628 or WCWC Ahousaht Office,
General Delivery, Ahousaht, BC VOR 1A0.
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 Petroloum companies out of Calgary, along with Alberta
~ Enerpgy ﬂm'ﬂﬂmﬂnlﬁ.“mﬂﬂm
ummr«mwﬁmum
CAmpaign to protect the arca from industrial
development through pablicity and rescarch was
featured prominently in a four-pan televison news
program brosdcast natomally in September of 1995.

Al Tast repont, ten exploratory wells for the Canbou
Plalcsu received approval to begin dnlling 1o the wanter
of "95-"96. Meanwhile we are increasing public interest
in protecting this arca as a National Park Reserve.
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Logging on Private Lands
Large-scale, unregulated logging on privaie land
threatens Alberta’s environment and quality of life. Such
ognng destroys Lhe sesthelics of rural commumbes,
exposes soul 10 increased wind and waler eroson and
eliminates oldgrowth hahdlat for waldlife,

Alberta’s Environment Minister Ty Lund supports
private land owners® nghts 1o do whatever they wam 10
on their own pnivate property regandiess of the negative
ecological consequences. We do not agree

--------------------------------------------------------

WCWC Great Boreal Fnrest Tour -

In September of 1995 Gray Jones, Executive Duedior of
WOCWC's Alberta Branch and coordinator of WCWC's
Boreal Forest Campangn, convinced WCWC Founder
Paul George 1o join him on a cross-Cansds Lour.
Organized by the Albera Branch, in cooperation with
local environment groups, Lhey visited Calgary,
Edmonton, Saskaloon, Winupeg, Tomnio and
Vancouver. Everywhere they wend Lhey drew atenbon
o the on-poing slavghier of our climate-sshiliang
Greal Boreal Forest by trans-national forest, ol and
mimng companies. [t was "an eye opener” for Paul
SO \'.I.TES :F'H:‘.ITEI-
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IIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII..IIIIIIIIIIIIII.llI.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlII.lllIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'IIII 3

the plight of this great ammal. Our campaign goals
inchude bringing & balt 10 loss of grizzly habitat and &
siop (o all hunting of grzzly bears in Alberta.

Our in 1993 included mounting a series of

presemations mmmmmmmw‘m
educatonal *Adopt-A-Gnzdy® psclage that comes with
a video about the bears (available with a $50 donation).

Clearcut in Lynx Creek near Rocky Mountain House.
Sunpinaloulsiana Pacliic put in 120 large clearcut
In virgin wildamess last winter.

The tour featured film, slides and scathing verbal
presertations by the two veterans of the wilderness
preservabion movement. Paul and Gray, equally bristly
characiers @l mes, have nol and will nol compromise in
their defense of walderness

Through the praines, crowds were small, bul key
BCLUVISLS represenling grass-rools groups mel walh the
w0 and explained their dure Sifuahions. Pounng over
maps, they cooperativiely muled down key arcas needing
full wilderness park protecuon

Many of thess areas are extremely threatened and have
only a handful of delenders. Less than 3 percent of ths
visd borcdl ecosysiem Ul links all of Canads 15
currently protecied. There are not yet effectuve nabiooal
campaigns (o save spealic arcas like Alberia’s 1solated
Canbou Platean adjecent 10 Wood Buffalo Naboral
Pirk, now Lhrealencd 1o be destroved by MASSIVE gas
well developments, or Duck Mountun Provincial Park,
opened up o lognng by the Mamloba Governmend, or

4 Canada’s first Provincial Park, Algonquin, where on-

going logming must be banned forever

Everywhere, the rute of boreal forest clearcutming (s
expanentally increasing. A four-fold increase in logging
was just approved in the Cassar Dhsinct in porthwesiern
B.C. Yel no one 15 studying Lhe overall consequences of
increasing delorestation occurring in all the provinces
and temlones across Canada
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Nuvember 1-13, 1995

m:hmmuurlﬁlmlhhmﬂr__u
in northern Alberia. The goal of the statior
“boreal cove” !‘mﬂ:tlmhlwh:nm@d
frequent fires caused by Lightning and detery
relationshups between old-growth dupmku r
vegetalion. o
uumfmummmmﬁf 'i
industrial sctivity, scientists are finding that the
mmmﬂrn;umsnffwmhlwm E
impovenshed wildlife populations, puﬁ:ulltrﬂd.-, 3
growih dependent binds. Snmthrdmm.ﬁhlhri
Connecticut Warbler, have experienced world wide
populstion declines of $0%.

The Rescarch Station is supervised by internationally
renowned ecolope Dr. James Butler and wildlife
biologist Andy Miller, WCWC Alberia’s
Dhreetor of Research. [t is hoped thar
the resedrch will result in the
preservation of more borcal forests a8

parks that can support local communities
through ecotouniam.

E
WCWC Alberta Branch & a
Boreal Campaign !
£4 - 10121 Whyte Avenue :
Edmonton, AB  T6E 1Z5 '
Ph: (403) 433-5323
§ Fax: (403) 433-5327
RS cmailwowcab@web.apc.org

§ home page: hitpc//www.ccinet.ab ca'wowe
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Paul and Gray dubbed their ¢ross-country jaunt “the
grumpy old men’s tour. “We were dusgrunted,.and
nustifiably 50,° they were heand to sy, bocause of the
intenmry and rte ol destruction of Lbe boreal lorests

Both agres thal WOWE
CAMpPal gn

musl laanch
1o prodact Cansdi's bor

ancther “[lagship®
=il wildemess oW,
before 1115 (oo late and the destruction of a global
carbon sink precipilales nomwey global wanmming.

Ome of the highlights of the (owur was a prolest oo a cold
wanter s day in front of World Wildiife Fund's plush
oflices in Tomnio, Paul and Liray were protesting
W.W.E.'s corporately-linanced beciopom dealings 1o the
pruncs— selling oul wilderness aress hke the Canbou
Mountains Plateau in Alberia

Hob Hunler, of City TV, who wnlervicwed them on snite
called it "the smallest protest that be has covered in his
SCVED yoars ol vidoo rneporng on the emvuronment”™.
with WCWC Toronio Canvass Director John Yales,
they totalled only three picketers, bal Lthey made a point
Lthal needed 1o be made

It was Lthe start to WCWC's pational campaign o

defend Cansda'’s Greal Boreal Forest—an equal (o our '
long-lasting campaign 10 protect Canada'’s Greal

lemperaie Ranfonest on the west coast
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- celebration gathening. Despite heavy rains, over 100

puqﬂ&nmdmth:lﬂﬂhdmmw
Stoltmann trailhead,

-+ We presented 15 multi-media slideshow events in

communities from Vancouver to Whistler to
Abbotsford.

» We sought signatures on a petiion calling for Class A
Provincial Park protection for the Stolimann
Wildemess, collecting over 5,000 names so far.

» We published a poster, Stoltmann Wilderness:
Preserve the ancient coastal Douglas firs * lasi stands,
handing out free copies Lo the public as we picketed
Premier Harcourt's constituency office, an NDP
salmon barbecue in Surrey and meetings of the
Regional Protected Areas Public Advisory Commintee
(RPAC) because talk about new parks for the Lower
Mainland is going on whle the Stoltmann Wildemness

© s being logged.

Surveying the Stoltmann Trail

One clear, full moon night in September 1995, a few
weeks before the trail surveving season ended, our
Stoltmann trail boss, James Jamueson, scanned the
moanlit ndge above him. "Listen, there il 15 agaun!™ be
whispered. "How many do you think there aret™
WCWC's volunteer trail surveying crew were huddled
around a tiny campfire on Hundred Lakes Plateau by
our newly surveyed route deep in the Stolimann
Wildemness, listening to the wolves howling.

The day before, they had come upon a huge pit, recently
npped out of an alpine meadow where a gnzzly bcal
had dug for marmots. Fur and marmot shreds were
strewn around the heather. That aftemoon the crew had
discovered cougar tracks laid over one 0! Lthe
volunteer's boot tracks ;care me the
most!® laughs James. *When I'm walking along our
survey route at dusk and they suddenly run in front of
me—whew, that’s a real heart stopper!”

*It's the ocer Lhat

Throughout the spnng and summer of 1935 the
Wildemess Committee volunieers, led by James, had
snipped blueberry bushes and shrubs (o clear a simple
hiking trail route through the Stolmmann Wildemess
from the Upper Elaho to the Meager Creek Valley
Their goal was simple, To identify the roule for a trau
that people can easily hike (o expenence Lhe wildlue-
rich Stoltmann Wildemness for themselves, Of course,
under the new Forest Practices Code, we have 10 obtain
B.C. Forest Service approval to build the final trail. In
September, 1995 we got approval for the secuon Lo the
Elaho Giant.

Many people, inspired by their expenence on one ol our
wilderness trails, end up acuvely campaigning for the
arca’s prolection. That is what happened when the
Wildemess Committee built trails in the Stein,
Carmanah. Boise, and Clayoquot Valleys. All of these
areas, except Clayoquot Valley, arc now protected as

parks

WCWC's Stoltmann trail survey volunieers came from
Vancouver. Whistler, Squamish, the Fraser Valicy,

—
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Coast ounta nllthumnr

the anclent Douglas firs in the Stoltmann Wilderness.

Eastern Canada, Great Britain, the USA, Germany and
Australia. All came to expenence and help save a piece
of Canada's greal wilderness. Together, in 1995, they
surveyed 15 km of trail, about half the route. The rest,
WCWC plans to complete in the summer of 1996.

It takes moncy to build a 30 km hiking trail. Money (o
buy the large gardening snippers (called loppers) that
every volunteer packs. Mopey to pay for a vehicle and
fuel to drive back and forth the 200 km berween
WCWC's Gastown office and the trailhead. Moncy 0
buy large tarps, group cook stoves and pots and pans.
Every volunteer that worked on the traul in 1595
chipped in as much as they could afford to help with
food and transponation—bul it wasn't enough to cover
costs. WCWC members and supporters provided
additional, crucially needed donations that kept our
Stoltmann Wildemess Cumpa:p and traul crew going.
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__ S fice isd e basted wiy. “Shig -
littered the sand and gravel bars beside ’

mmﬂmtmhﬂmwdthuthmﬂ,ﬂnhl'” ;
hillside night down to the creek - not a tree ahi
Thuwhnemdnﬂhﬂfﬂltl‘gtﬂﬂﬂlﬂtllﬂﬂfkﬂl
talus slope was punciuated with the rolling thunder of
big redcedars bcmgdmppedhynmwufﬁllmm
the road right-of-way that snaked up the valley. Sims
Creek was going down.

"What we saw atl Sims Creek was homble,” sad Foy.
What we learned later was even worse. Everything
being done by Intemational Forest Products (Interfor) at
Sims Creek was sanctioned by the provincial
government. Even though Sims Creek is a Class A fish-
bearing stream, Interfor was allowed by the B.C.
Ministry of Environment to build the road through the
stream because a route farther up the hillside would
have been more expensive (0 construct.

"If this 15 (orest prncu-::ﬁundcnhcmwhrm FEE-.EE

Code, Idﬂyﬂuﬂndctmtwunhlhnpnpentsmu:n
on,” said Foy. Road construction in Sims Valley is
currently on hold because of winter snow. “There is still
time to save the Sims,” said Foy. "We have to demand
park protection [or the entire 260,000 hectare Stoltmann
Wildemess - including Sims Creek.”

Help out in any way you can!

[l you would like to donate towards keeping the
Stoltmann Wildemess roadless and wild, or help out on
next year's trail project, or armange {or an inSpinng
Stoltmann Wildemess slide show presentalion to be
given in your community, or leam more about the
Wilderness Commiftee in gencral, phone Kerry Dawson,
our Stoltmann Wilderness Campaigner and Volunteer
Coordinator. Call 683-8220 or 1-800-661-WILD.

A huge 100 ha clearcut was the site of WCWC's 15th
year anniversary camp-out Stoltmann Wildeamess
in the distance.

International Forest Product’s new logging
road bullding In Sims Creelk, 1995,




.0 995 we began giving Sooke Hills slide
 show s 10 local community organizations, outdoor
£roups, ﬂmmh groups, school classes and others. The
'Mnmpummmnguwbcauwmd
diversity of our backyard wilderness in addition to the
importance of the Sooke Hills Wilderness as the last
opportunity for meaningful wilderness protecuon on
southeastern Vancouver Island.

We've mounted a lot of other activities over the past
year (o raise awareness of Sooke Hills, including
presentations and booths at Eanh Week and National
Forestry Week. These events allowed us to reach a
broader cross-section of the public and 1o expand our
support base. We also worked hard this year 1o produce,
with the financial help of the Vancouver “head” office,
two WCWC educational report newspapers on the
Sooke Hills, providing people with the information they
need to wnile effective letters to their elected
representanves.

These papers have been widely distnbuted throughout
the Greater Victona area. In the local newspapers,
scveral editonal picces and letters (o the editor by
Wildemess Commutiee campaigners have kepl local
environmental 1ssues 1n the news and on the polilical
agenda,

Our outreach has been effecuve. Many Victona groups
have formally endorsed the Sooke Hills Wilderness
Proposal, including Tounsm Victona, which represenis
over 800 member businesses in the Greater Victona
region.

----------------------------------------------------

Sooke Hills Biological
Research Project

On April 21, 1995 we received permission from the
Greater Victona Water Distnct Board 1o conduct
biological research in the off-calchment lands. Because
of the restricted access policy of the board, very hitle
ficld work has been carmed out in the area. We had o
make several presentations and submissions (o the board
in order (o obtain special permission (o enter their lands
10 conduct our research.

When we contacied members of the scientific
community about our research project, we received
overwhelming suppori—all agreed on the impartance of
documenting the variety of life in the Sooke Hills, and
many prominent biologists and botamsts agreed (o
volunieer their ime, Among the sciepusts involved o
this project are Dr. Adolf Ceska and Dr. Richard Hebda
of the Royal B.C. Museum; Dr. Nancy Tumer ol Lhe
University of Victona, Dr. Alison McCutcheon of the
University of British Columbia and Dr, Chns Pielou of
Clayoguot Scientific Panel.

Our goal was (0 build a more complete piclure of
biodiversity and habitat in the Sooke Hills, including the
rare and endangered species Lhat rely on the arca for
their survival, Summer field work has now been

Sooke Hills Wilderness

completed and we hope (o-publish an intenm report
in January of 1996.

The scientists’ comments on the biological value of the
area have already been submitted to Capitol Regonal
District (CRD) Parks Committee for use in their report
Assessment of the Green Space and CRD Park Values
for the Greater Victoria Water District's Existing and
Furure Non-Caitchment Lands

The recently released CRD repornt supports WCWC's
position that the GVWD non-catchment lands in the
Sooke Hills should be protected as a park, but it
excluded a critical watershed known as the Waugh Creek
comdor. We encourage all our members and supporters
to contact thear local mayor and council expressing now
they feel aboul the CRD repont and whether or nol the
GYWD should place a conservation covenant on the
Waugh Creek comdor

If the Waugh Creek is not protecied, logeing and
development could be allowed,
the Sooke Hills Wilderness

which would fraement

COME SEE THE SOOKE HILLS
A Spectacular Evening of
Slides, Live Music and Theatre

A Conservation Vision for
Victoria's Backyard
McPherson Playhouse
#3 Centennial Square

7:30 pm - Thurs, Jan. 18, 1996
Admission by Donation - Don't Miss It!

WCWC Victoria StaH and canvass.
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courts, challenging the legality of the Wate

logeing contracts with PFP. We are confident L
munsmﬂapmnﬂeugmmthenmmuf !l
and we will keep you posted. &
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Besides our campaign work, we are also 1;.:."'_..
support we provide to students and rﬁmmhm R
interested in environmental issues. Throughout the % :
we make available research files, videos, shthag nd
articles for oral presentations, debates, and essays.

Current topics of interest include clearcut lumng.,
alternative forestry, biodiversity, conservation bmlum
the Forest Pracuces Code, and the Greater Victona
Water District lands, Making good information
available to the public 1s a pnonty in our office.
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Thanks to Our Canvassers

A key element of our Sooke Hills Campaign, and of all
the work we do in the Victona Chapter office, is the
door-to-door canvass. Most of the funds that keep our
office and campaigns muamng come through the
generosity of our supporters and the hard work and
dedication of our canvassers.

A big "Thank you!” to all those who have been pan nf
QUr canvass crew. thus year.

----------- R RS AR R R

Volunteers Are Our Backbone

Volunteers handle our phones, provide informanon,
answer public enquines, and assist with clippings and
filing of current information. They run our store and
information booths and help out wiath public events. We
couldn’t do the job without them. Thank you, all, for
making another year of wildemess defense possibie.

Special thanks goes to our volunieer co-ordinator Chns
Frye and to long bme volunteers Joyce and Mary.

................................................... -

Thanks to our Members
and Supporters

In all of our work and through all of our successes, our
members and supporters are our most imporant assel.
For example, the GVWD Board has this year received
over 300 letters from ciuzens concemed about the future
of the Sooke Hills off-catchment lands. That's a
remendous amount of support for a regional issue—but
we need more leaers (0 keep Lthe pressure up.

Financially, donanons to the Wildemess Commufttee
Viclona oflice have literally kept our doors open.
Thank you for all of your help and your determination

to bring about wilderness preservanon and positive
environmential change

WCWC Victoria Wish list

| IBM-compatible SVGA colour momtor
25-8 modem

480 IBM-compatible computer

b L0 8 passenger propanc canvass van

WCWC VICTORIA CHAPTER

#301 - 19 Bastion Square
Yictona, BC VEW 1JI
Phone: 604-3188-9202
Fax 604-188-9223%

E-mail: macduffi@isiandnet.com =
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Photo featured (in B&AW) on WCWC's hrst educabonal @Abo g
eswsDaner msaa :‘;I.._‘il:_fl-.r].—l' T.L"l._'ll-llE_":'-I..':lr - A SPECIAL l.‘_":-."'.'-ll_'l'
published in the Summer of 1984. Photo of Adriane Car
baside Sitka spruce taken on Lyeil island D) future husban
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Under the auspices of the Lytton and ML Curne First
Nations WCWC upgrades the Stein Heritage Trail
trom Cottonwood Creek to Stein Lake in the summear
of 1986. Ken Lay (second from left) led the rail crew
Leo DeGroot (far left) worked with Ken hor over a
month. deep in the Stein wildernass. The trail
building volunteers in this photo are mostly from
Vancouvers Prince of Wales school and from Mt

Currie. Photographer unknown.
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One of thousands who signed WCWC's
petition to save the Lower Tsitka/
Robson Bight on the east coast of
Vancouver |sland. Photo shows
WCWC's Spring, 1990 newspaper
about the Tsioka, publshed by our
Victoria Chapter, which took a leader-
ship roll In this ultimately successiul
campaign. Photographer unknown.







