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Caliadians want nature preserved for future
generations, but politicians are not listening...

6 : 2 d il A Why 1s the cuftting of thousand-year-old trees
e s stll allowed for two-by-fours und pulp

production? Incredibly, this past year B.C.'s
timber companies have actually lost money
while cufting some of the finest and rarest
ancient forest left on Earth. The B.C.
government has even gone so far as to provide
a multi-million dollar bailout of a bankrupt,
heavily polluting pulp mill

It’s time to change!

Public opimion polls across Canada reveal that
the majonty of Canadians want their elected
lcaders to take immediate action to halt the
destruction of nature. But the politicians
continue to 1gnore these heartfelt wishes. Why

In Alberta, provincial and federal politicians
have recently given the go ahead to a huge

new open-pit coal mining operation nght next

to Jasper National Park. This is in spite of sure
knowledge that the proposed development will
destroy prime wildlife habitat which is needed
for grizzly bears to survive in the park. People

None of these decisions make financial or
ecological sense, so why do Canada's
politicians continue on their kamikaze-flight to
disaster?

Perhaps the answer 1s that the old resource

shake their heads in disbelief and wonder why, S &
in a province where global warming has :
sparked unprecedented buming of forests and
farmlands in winteriime, would any public

leader sanction yet more air-pollution-spewing

coal production?

industries and their unions have deep, long-
standing connections and relationships with
Canada’s political parties. Perhaps our elected
leaders are so insulated in their air-conditioned
towers-of-power that they've lost touch with
the world outside.

Old habits die hard, but this political stagnation
can be broken and indeed has been broken in
some Canadian communities by organized
citizen activism.

In Bnush Columbia, where every citizen 1s

watching the wild salmon stocks decline wath

apprehension and dread, why does the B.C s
government still allow clearcut logging nght to ?.L o

the banks of headwater streams? .'-'i?.;"_. ;
Canada 15 undergoing an ecological awakening
akin to the social tidal waves that brought
down the Berlin Wall, the Soviet Union and
South African apartheid. It's time our leaders
caught up to the rest of us.

Tounsm is the fastest growing industry 1n
B.C., employing more people than the timber
industry, so why do B.C.'s leaders still
maintain that only 12 percent of the province
will be protected as parkland and the rest
opened to ecosystem-destroying heayy
industnal development?

Future generations will wonder...

what was going on in the minds of
government leaders at the end of
the 20th century when they let
loggers clearcut in the Stoltmann
Wilderness and cut down this tree,
one of Earth’s last remaining
thousand-year-old Douglas firs?

Read on to leam about the work of Western

Canada Wilderness Committee, Canada’s

largest membership-based wildemess

preservation organization. Find out how you

can join and fight to preserve 40 percent of
- Canada as a perpetual wildemess heritage.

Why 15 the sport hunting of grizzly bears and
the destruction of grizzly habitat still permitted
when B.C."s gnzzly population is now only
half of what it once was?
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BEAR REFERENDUM INITIATIVE A CANADIAN FIRST o

State because of @ successful =
The WCWfaipuumtd Inabanve initahve there. 3 _I
195001 —an Act to Ban Bear
Hunting in B.C.—ended on Dec. 9,
1996. Two wheelbarrows delivered
£0,000 signatures on official
petition forms, collected by over
1,700 volunteer canvassers, 10 Lhe
Elections B.C. office 1n Victona

Because there were less than the
required 10 percent of regisiered
volers” signatures from cach and
every onc of the 75 clectorl
e el iy il 1o curtml bear hunting and
this petition efTort proved that the : . _ st o
mujority of BC. volers supparied  yoluntwers take 80,000 signed ban bear hunting Initiative petitions 10 B0, - foertast Post il pentiies: €5
the killing of gnzzly and black Legisiature on December 9, 1996 In a valiant attempt to protect B.L. dec ;

bears for recreabional fun tn B.C

She would not even increase Lhe
penalties for poaching and

trafficking in bear parns, ==
somcthing which the opponents of -
the mitiative even suppored! :*
All of the six MLAs in whose e
nding the needed 10 percent 5"
signanures were obtained, . .
including Leader of the Oppositnion g
Grordon Campbell, were asked o 4
sponsor & simular privale members 5

= " " Fayviromm Min l

But it was the buresocratic rules that defeated thus effon, not an uncanng In Sqﬂc_m_h:r af IqW? 1:'-( “f. a;-':;:d “:nl:..::!;::r:u.j;] .m:gin ;iﬁwm;ymbu;
public. Polls still show that Brinsh Columbians overwhelmingly want to end gt the "y Ve, L -1‘;?_1;3 & ~.|_1r|-'|r- of 1h.; trees were immunently
the sport killing of bears. No ooe since has tried (o taunch another lnnanve, trails and possible denning [recs, DECAURE SHEE

scheduled for logmng. Two months later, the Environment Ministry sull had -':-I

undoubtedly because we belped prove that the bammers are (oo fugh e acted. the trees were cul and WCWC called for Minister Cathy

In March of 1997, three months after (he fnibabve ended, Proponent Paul _ McGregor's resignation *“What kind of Eavironment Miruster makes no effont
George and BET'R campaigner Anthony Marm finally got & meeting with B.C 1o protect our wildlife—-especially grizzly bears?™ we asked. -
Environment Minister Cathy MceGregor. McGregor wouwld not commul [0 move .
beyood ber government's existing programs (0 protect bears. She would oot WCWC is committed (o educate and urge more and more cihzns 10 pressune
consider ending Lhe crucl and biologcally unsound spnng bear hunts which our politicians o stop killing bears for fun and prafit and adequately protect

have been outlawed in almost all junsdictions in the U.S. Nor would she end necewsary bear hahitad. Leét's pray 1l 15 nod 100 late

the hunting of bears with dogs which has just been outlawed 1n Washington

Aa 3 SiSKa BANG DERTAGE PARKOCCARGCION. 4§
(7% FOR ChE SiSka, WaATERSDED
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Fin Donnelly, founder of the Swim for Life Rivershed Soclety, poses with Paul
George, founder of Western Canada Wildermess Commitiee, on B.C. Rivers
Day, Sepiember 28, 1897. Fin had just completed a 30 kilometre marathon
swim down the polluted Fraser River into False Creel. He made this swim 1o
highlight the need 1o clean up the Fraser River estuary and protect this, the
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—

worid's biggest salman river, from pollution and degradation. Paul wah: :t ﬁ:l :n ::ili“:::?;fm;ﬁ ﬁs;k;r:::tl::nﬂgl::nm;:dn;::m

ddler on one of Fin's escon cances. Just ane manth prior, WCWC ha .
Eunr.'hui a new campalgn to protect B.C.'s wild saimon. Working together logging. This walershed Is in the J.S. Jones T"“ﬁ“lc‘“"':!li“'“fl hs'ﬂg:‘-ﬂu
with several other groups, WCWC vigorously protested the Juan de Fuca chart area and the campany s actively planning to log this year. o
interception fishery openings bocause of the bycaich of endangered Fraser locaied in the Fraser Canyon, south of Lytton. WCWC assisted the Sis
River coho stocks. These stocks are on the verge of extinction. Our concerted Band In publishing the Siska Declaration (above) and s co-publishing an
cooperative conservation effort led 1o the curtaliment of these openings. educallonal newspaper with the Siaka Band this spring.

WCWC’s 1997/98

Board of Directors
Kevin Bell® (Chair) - najuralist
Robert Brooghton - systems analyst
{(Membership Secretary)

Adriane Carr - geographer
{(Executve Team appoiniment)
Alice Eaton - retired socual worker
WCWC Staff (Secretary-Treasurer)
From lef 1o right: Joe Foy, Campaign Director, Andrea Reimer, Membership Director; Chris Tony Eberts - retired joumalist
Player, GIS Consultant: Tanya Hedch, Office Assistant, Paul George, Founder and Publications (Appointed December 3, 1997)
Dirsctor: Mona Lisa Amirsetia, Data Entry; Alice Eaton, Director and Volunieor, Adriane Carr, Paul George - biologist
Fundraising and Campaign Director; Brian Connor, Comptroler Sue Fox, Publicatons and { Executive Team appointment)
Communications: John Murray, Canvass Director; Tim Murphy, Tiger Wak Coorindator; Kerry Mike Gildersleeve - social worker
Dawson, Voluntser Coordinator and Stoltmann Campaignar, Debra Drouin, Data Entry, Anthony lan Mackenzie* - photographer and authos
Marr, BET'R Campaigner. Not available for photo: Selena Blals, Store Manager; Helen Evans, Annoeite Tanner®* - lcacher

Siore Stafi- LI Ping Mok, Ecolourism Expert; and Andy Miller, Spotted Owl Expen
The number of Board members 15 fixed in WCWC

Crodits brylaws & ten, with two of these appointed from
Pubilisbed by W ssern Cansds W ildanos Commnes (WOWC), 10 'Wetor Sirees. Vancosver, B.C. Canmls Vel 1AL WCWC's four-member Executive Team by Team
Iﬂmqmn-u:l.:nhlﬁ-nﬂmm & conscnsus. The eight other Boand members are
WOWC o 8 oo profe charsetle socery dedsatnd (o wikdemess prosersoon i gh rosanh end grassroon pabde: rl:c_}::d . .W[-w{'"‘ Ansual General Meetings
edocation. Writlag Jou Fury, Pl Godrgs. Aty Macr, WOWC Braoch & Chegter rrprosertatives wnd othar WCWC seatl (ALMs). Four are elected cach year for overlapping
Edsng: Adnew Con Desbgallayent; Ser Fax Prodecten Asdstamr Andres Rosser ) two-year terms. Durectors listed wath g " were
Pawtes: Koy Dwsnan, los oy, Doug Kades. Grrg Meloryre, Asthomy Mary, Hebe Kalfy, Doeg U, [van Huster, Scon clected & WCWC's 1997 AGM. There is currently

T, Carh Lo, Fric Schudier, Kall Ketman, jobn Yotes andd othens. Thirks 1o o for gooeroasty donating desr iraages|

- - : 3 a vacancy on the Board. The Directors are in the
WOWE 1998 Al cights reservid Wrisen suserial cwn e wed without pemeissce ber crads o h'-Em until the clection st the 1998 AGM.
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Clayoquot Sound: Biosphere Reserve

Designation Could Solve Conflict

Clsyoquot Sound is famous world-wide as a place
where people have rallied 1o resist the clearcurting
of Earth's rare, beautiful and precious temperate
rainforests. The fight o protect the 262,000 hectare
Clayoquot Sound has been s long journey of intense
personal sacrifice and commitment for many people.
They've put thelr hearts, dollars and even their
freedom on the line to protect this magnificent
place—tbe largest remaining tract of low-elevation
ancient temperate rainforest left in North America.

These forests are truly remarkable. They have more
biomass per hectare than eny other of Eanh's
ecosysiems, The immense sire of theiwr rees is
impressive—only & few places have larger trees. But
the modiversity of these ancient forests—what makes
them 50 old and the trees so big—is still & mystery,

The Nuo-chah-multh First Nations hold traditional
tte o all the land and resources of Clayoquot
They have publicly cntcized the unsustainable
exploiation of the area's fish and forests over the
last 60 years. They have lead the fight to regun
local control over resource development, 1o siop
clearcul logeng and secure protection for all the
narural and culoural values of this special place

WCWC 1s worlang hard to ensure that this year
bnngs posnve results in the massive efforts of Furst
Nanons people, local ciizens, environmenl groups
and other sakeholders (o find & solution to the 13-
year-long Clayoquot conflict. A locally-formulated
plan to seek United Nations Biosphere Reserve
demgnation for Clayoguol Sound 15 1o the works.
Key clements of thus plan include placing the sull-
threatened pnsune valleys in a bufler zone that 1s
off-lumuts to logging and developing a new economy
based on ecotourism, enhanced fishenes, local
value-added acnvities and conllict-free eco-forestry
in the already fmgmented areas

This positive resolution of a long-standing conflict
over resource explotation holds the promuse for a
bright furure, Clayoquot is on the verge of
becoming a globally renown model of conservalion

and Ky,

it wan a proud momant for Stanley Sam of Ahousaht as Adriane Carr of the Westermn
Canada Wildemess Committee (left), presented him with the first royalty cheque thal came
as a result of the publishing of the new guidebook entitied Ahousaht Wild Side Herltage
Trall Guidebook. The book relaies the history and stories about the native people on
Flores |sland as told by the Ahousaht elder. Susan Jones (right) assisted In the
transcribing of the book. The guldebook was a joint project of the WCWC and Ahousaht
Firat Natlone. 1500 books were donaled 1o the Ahousaht First Matlons; the funds ralsed
through the sale of these books will be used for a Nuu-chah-nulth language camp. Photo:
Susan Mcintyre, Westerly News. Photo and culline courtesy of The Weslerly News

(December 17, 1997).

TRAIL BOOK REVEALS HISTORY

Throughout the spring of 1997, WCWC volunteers
pul in a super-tuman effon to put the finishing
touches on the Ahowshat Wild Side Heritage Trail
on Flores lsland in onder (0 pass inspections by Lhe
B.C. Forest Service and Parks Branch. The tradl
project was a year-long joint effort of Ahousaht
First Nations, WCWC and youth workers.

[nitislly a senes of March storms hampered
volunteer effons 10 move building supplies onto Lhe
surf-pounded beaches of the west shore of Flores
[sland in the hean of Clayogquot Sound. Finally,
thanks to the incredible boating skills of Aboushar
skippers, supplies and volunieers landed safely.

The trailbuwlders constructed severnl staircases,

T4 0.
: removed storm-
Proposed Clayoquot Sound UNESCO Biosphere Reserve downed trees and
-:LI i \ : — e T - ';-_-‘ Forin and Pratearad brann hm Thf!!'
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CULTURALLY MODIFIED CEDARS CAN HELP SAVE WEST COAST WILDERNESS

In February of 1998 WCWC will publish Shaped Cedars o
A Guide to Identifyving. Documenting. -
Appreciating and Learning from Culturally Modified Trees
This guidebook is a5 massive as its name 15 long. It details
the results of almost two decades of work by David Gamnck,
who has examined in depth over 1,800 Culturally Modified
Trees (called CMTs) on Hanson Island in Johnstone Straut
These trees have been culturally modified over the last 70U

and Cedar Shaping -

years (1284 AD o 1993 AD).

WCWC is publishing this guidebook as part of is ongoing
campaign effons to save B.C.'s threatened wildemess
heritage. Recent coun decisions establish that CMTs are
crucial evidence of traditional occupancy and use of Fimst
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AHOUSAHT
WILD SIDE
HERITAGE TRAIL

Guidebook

L2 Fired NaGorg

experienced huge trees, saw old village sites and drank from pnstine
streams. Girey whales cavoned in the kelp fields in front of their beach
camp. Some kindly Ahoushat people hiked in from the village with
salmon for them to eal. Afler many weeks of effort, they finished the
trail. Now you can see and expenence all of these things, too!

As pan of the onginal trail project (1996-1997), Ahousaht elder Stanley
Sam Sr. and his sons created a senes of beautiful kand-painted sgns to
identify historically significant sites along the trml He also wrote a
guidebook that tells the traditional Ahousahi stoncs commemorated by the
irail signs. In the fall of 1997, WCWC published this Ahousahr Wild Side
Heritage Trail Guidebook, with financial assistance [rom Lhe Natural
Resources Defense Council. The information and stories in this book are
-y truly amazing. The $14 price lag includes all handling, shipping and

S mxes. All the proceeds from the sale of this book are being collected by
1 Ahousaht First Nations for an Ahousaht Nuu-chah-nulth language camp.

s Map on left prepared for community discussion paper, The Proposed
F Clayoquol Sound UNESCO Blosphere Reserve: Bullding a Local
e il Model Coples avallable from: Clayoquot CRB. Phone 250-725-2009.

1y

Nations' termitonies. If thoroughly inventoned, they can help
First Natdons hold on to their traditional termtonal nghts and
their oldgrowth and salmon-based culture. WCWC also

belicves that the study of CMTs can advance our knowledge
of traditional forestry as a model of sustainable forest |
MAndgement. z ; %

WCWC will be uillizing this baok & @ mioing manual fof David Garrick Inspects culturally modified redcedar in "Heron Sector” on Hansan

Dekiworken o tha Greak Bear Ralnfrest protectios Island that has been damaged by shrapnel from nearby logging road blasting.
CAMpAIN.
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1997 was a really rough
year for Albena's
environment and
wilderness hentage.

The Athabasca Oilsands
expansion has been
approved by all levels of
government. According (o
. & top federal sciennst, this
20,6 billion dollar
megaproject will create
such & giant cloud of
greenhouse gas €missions
and acid rain, that il
could potentially destroy
15,000 square kilometres
of boreal forest. This 15
not o mention the impact of the massive amounts
of carbon emissions to the atmosphere on the
already changing climate.

The giant 23 kilometre long Cheviot open pit mine
in the Rocky Mountain foothills adjacent to Jasper
National Park has been approved by the federl
cabinet, after a totally inadequate and hasty
"environmental review”. Lf this project goes ahead,
it will destroy the beautiful Cardinal River
Wildemess and spell doom for the gnzzly bears
living in Jasper Park that depend on thus pnme
wildlife habitat for survival. The proposed Cheviot
mine will also destroy the hahitats of disjunct and
rare mosses and orchids and threatened Athabasca
rainbow and bull trout, along with the recreational
values of the area that people now enjoy.

Executive Director

With the announcement of the granting 10 Sundance
corporation of two new Forest Management Areas-—
in the Nordegg-Rocky Mountain base area and in
the Footner Lake area to the north, now & full 96
percent of Alberta’s public lands are commuited 1o
industrial clearcut logging over the next 20 years.
This virtually total industrializanon of Albera
wilderness flies in the face of all international
protocals, including the Biodiversity Convention, to
which Canada was a lead signatory.

If this is not bad enough, through legislanve
changes and Orders in Council, the Albena
government has given the resource companies (oul,
gas and forestry) the nght to police and momtor
their own activities. Alberta is arguably 1n the
forefront of the massive move lOwards cOrporate
plutocracy which is sweemng our planet.

Despite the adversities Alberta
Branch campalgns keep growing

The Wildemness Commuttee's Boreal Forest
Campaign 1s six years old. We continue to be the
most quoted media source on environmental and
wilderness 1ssues in the province, Our membership
and supporn base continues (o grow and,
accordingly to our canvassers who go door to door
educating people and seelang support in Calgary
and Edmonton, the Wilderness Commuitee's name
and campaigns have become household words,

Not all is doom and gloom in the province. Many
raral people who were former supporners of the

me ga-developments, are now critics, They are
vocally fighting the wildemess-destroying policies
of the Alberta government. For example, a number
of ecotounsm operators in the Nordegg area have
joined forces to protect their area of interést, using
the courts and every means at their disposal.

We believe that the old cliché, the darkest hour is
Jfust before dawn, applies to Alberia: that the
environmental destruction has peaked and the
growing concemn of Albertans about the fate of their
nafural henitage heralds a tum-around in wilderness
and wildlife protecuon.

Boreal forest ecosystem heavily
affected by global warming

This year our Alberta Branch will contimue (o lead a
Boreal Forest Campaign that focuses on the effects
of climate change on the boreal (orest ecosystem. It
is @ sometimes confusing, often scary but extremely
impornant issue. We are planning a one-day muni-
conference in Edmonton and the production of a
one-hour video, featunng presentations by climate

Expanding Campaigns and Profile

nhlwlndhunllfhrmup:m.'ﬁ'ﬂmﬂﬂ

planning a newspaper publication on climate change
in the boreal forest.

Most experts agree that the boreal will be the
ecosystem most affected by global warming and
climate change. Through raging wildfires and
associated insect outbreaks, it is predicted that 50 to
75 percent of the boreal forest of Canada will revent
m;nnhlﬂlmuingthcm!ﬁﬂyymmm
have massive environméental, social and economic
costs and impacts-—-the result of our governments
and industries refusing to reduce carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gas cmIssions.

The 1.7 million hectares of boreal forest which
burnt in & two week period two summers ago, the
massive floods in Manitoba in the spring of 1997
and the giant ice-storm in January of 1998 which
wiped out power transmission lines and destroyed
and damaged many of Canada’s maple sugar trees
are indicators not only of the negative effects of
climate change but also of the astronomical costs.

Our great boreal forest, which represents §2 percent
of Canada's forested lands, still remains the least
rescarched and least understood ecosysiem 1n

HEVIOT

S dUNT AIN]

The Chaviot Mine protest, on the road to Jasper

Canada. The Wilderness Commuttee's Boreal Forest
Campaign needs the help of every member and
supporter this year to tum the tide away from its
destruction and towards sustainable and sane

ecosystem-based management.

AL-PAC - world’s largest single-
line pulp mill is a costly dinosaur

AL-PAC, the world's largest single-line pulp mull 1s
located near Athabasca, Alberta. It was built despite
protests regarding its negative environmental
impacts. Four years ago we predicted it would
become another failed mega-project. We produced a
hard-hirting publication on AL-PAC and were
threatened with law suits by the company. e
predicted its failure, given the boom and bust nafure
of the world pulp market and the \mmense costs
associated with transporting raw pulp to the U.S,
and Japan. And we were nght!

AL-PAC is now refusing to pay back hundreds of
millions of dollars of interest on their loan from the
Alberta government. AL-PAC clums that the
persistent slump in world pulp pnces is causing the
company financial hardship. In essence, one of the
world's largest transnationals, Mitsubishi, the parent
company of AL-PAC, is trying Lo np ofl the
Alberta taxpayer. We are planning a second
publication and media blitz on this 1ssue.

Cardinal River wilderness
threatened by mega-strip coal
mine development

When we heard about the Cheviot proposal to buld
a 23-kilometre-long, half-a-kilometre deep open-pit
coal stnp mine on the Jasper Nanonal Park
boundary, we were the first environmental group o
respond and say "NOI®

AS par of our campaign 1o stop this ecologically
insane mega-project, we co-produced and widely
distnbuted a video on the issue, followed up with a
publication, Save Our Mountain Parks. Last
summer we supported a group of people who
marched from Edmonton to Jasper National Park to
publicize the issue. Then, dunng pnme tourist
season, we set up an information kiosk nght in
Jasper National Park, to educate people about this
destructive project

We followed up with a nation-wide posicard
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The clearcut fragmaentation of Alberia wilderness

campaign (depicting a mother grizzly and her cubs
being hauled away in the back of & mining dump
truck), Thousands of Canadians used this postcard
to voice their opinion against this mine, which
resembles something out of the 1950's destruction
of West Virginia by the strip-mining of coal there.
It is hard to believe that our federal government, &
defender of sane development in Banff National
Park, has approved of this project that threatens to
destroy the wildlife of Jasper! Our opposition to the
mine has grown into a campaign of intemational
scope, Please wrnte a letter to government (0
express your opinion and help stop this mine!

Rocky Mountain House -
wilderness logging continues

For years, we have supported The Friends of the
West Country in their battle to save the wildemess
wedged between our famous mountain parks, Jasper
and Banff. The Sunpine logging company continues
to clearcut the wildemness heart out of this West
Country. At this moment only one major creek
drainage remains intact. Through an educational
newspaper, media profile and court cases, we plan
to save some wilderness in this beaunful area

Athabasca River International
Fiyway Park Proposal

The neo-tropical migrant birds, the wood warblers
and others, use the oldgrowth foresis along the
Athabasca River as a mugratory route and as cntical
breeding and nesting habitat. This flyway extends
all the way to the Peace River Delta in Wood
Buffalo National Park. This year we are nominanng
all of the npanian forests along the Athabasca to be
protected as an Intemational Flyway Park. This 15
one good way for Albertans to honour and uphold
the international Migratory Bird Convention.

Mapping Industrial Impacts;
Reporting on State of Wilderness

Utilizing Geographic Information Sysiems (GIS) we
are assembling and publishing a detailed map
showing the extent to which the oil and gas industry
and the forest industry has fragmented and impacted
Alberta's wildermess. We believe that many
Albertans do not know the extent to which
Alberta's wilderness has been sold out to
transnationals. Our Multiple Impact Map will be a
great visual, educational tool. A bnef State of
Alberta’s Wilderness Report will accompany Lthe
map and help explain it

WCWC Alberta Branch
310 - 10168 100A St., Edmonton, AB T5J OR6
Phone: (403) 420-1001 Fax: (403) 420-1475

STOP THE CHEVIOT MINE! (postcard)

o et



Tiger Trust India and the Wilderness Committee
work together on projects to help save the tiger

?" 1990 the Wildeness Committee launched its
intemantional campaign work with its WILD
(Wilderness Is the Last Dream) conference in
Hawaii. Representatives of conservation groups and
Fil:st Nations from over 27 countrics attended.
Friendships and the groundwork for future
cooperative efforts were established. Projects that
resulted include wilderness mapping with 11 paner
groups 1n South and Central America and sustain-
able forestry and eco-tounsm projects with 2
pariner groups 1n Chile. The Canadian Intemational
Development Agency (CIDA) supported this work.

In 1995 our Committee hired a new campaigner,
Anthony Marr, a Chinese-Canadiun, who launched
the BET'R (Bear, Elephany, Tiger and
Rhinoceros) Campaign. The goal is (0 save these
specics from extinction by increasing the protection
of their narural habital and by reducing the demand
for their body pans which has resulted in illegal
poaching and rapid population declines. Anthomy
has stirred up a media storm by exposing the illegal
sale of Chinese medicines containing tiger bone in
the Chunatowns of Vancouver, Toronto and Ottawa.
Since these illegal medicines are still being sold
openly, WCWC wall pursue legal action this year.

In 1996, with funding from CIDA, we established a
parinershup wath Tiger Trust India (TTI), now
headed by Pradeep Sankhala, the son of the late
Kailash Sankhala, a pioncer in Liger conservabon in
India who attended our WILD Hawan Conference
TT1 has established a mlot educational facility next
(0 Kanha National Park, with a medical climc and
conservabion centre, a demo bio-gas piant and a
demo medicinal plant garden. TT1 has also provided
women's crafll programs, ant programs and a Narure
Gruide Training Program (o enable local people Lo
benefit from uger-related ecotounsm. The WCWC-
I'Tl partnershup eifons o save India's endangered
nger will be expanded this year—CIDA has agreed
to provide three more years of program support.

Pradeep Sankhala of TTl and WCWC's Anthony Marr confer
Kanha Natlonal Park In India.

with village elders near
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publications featured a sencs ol maps showing how markedly the uger's "G .
i | M i

range has duminished since 1900. The trend is extremely alarmung o —

In 1998 the Chinese Year of the Tiger, less than 4,500 tigers roam wild

on Earth and an estmated two tigers per day are being “losi™ Lo poaching
and habitat destruction. If this trend continues tigers will be exunct in Lhe
wild by the year 2004, long before 2010--ihe next ( hinese Year of the
Tiger. .II 1-'-1" ke a massive conservation effon to reverse this sifuation.

And the situation will not be changed overnight. As one “step” L0 help,
we held our first annual Save-the-Tiger Walk last fall in Vancouver. 100
hard working volunieers, unseasonably sunny weather and hard work by
BET'R Director Anthony Marr, event coordinator Tim Murphy, and other
WCWC stafl resulted in a hugely successful event. About 1,000 children,
parents and teachers participated. Over 518,000, greal media coverage and
a lot of awarencss was raised. Pan of the money i1s being used to lest
solar ovens in the villages near Kanha Tiger Rescrve in India o sce 1
they can alleviate the pressure to gather firewood from UEEr rESCIVes.

Our second anmal Save-the-Tiger Walk is scheduled for Saturday,
October 17, 1998 in Stanley Park, Vancouver, Tiger Walks arc planned
for Victoria and Toronto, too. If you are inierested in helping or hostng
your own Save-The-Tiger Walk, we have "kits™ available that explan
how to organize one and help save Lgers no Maticr where you live

Over 1,000 people turn out for the first annual Save-the-Tiger Walk held in Staniey Park,

WALK TO HELP
THE TIGER FROM EXTINCTION...

In 1997 the Wildemess Commitiee co-published wiath Tiger Trust India
120,000 copies of the Tiger, riger burning dim... newspaper and 3,000 k _
copies of a poster entitled Mother Earth With No Wild Tigers? Both \ » JE /

oy b

This wild tiger In Bandhavgarh National Park, a tiger
reserve in Indla, is threatened by poaching.

b 4'I+Tr. . ‘.g.- 'I..'.._
Anthony Marr, WCWC BET'R campalgner
with Omnl Film's executive producer
Michael Chechlk on location In Indla.
Anthony will be Champlon of the Tiger In
Omnl's Champions of the Wiid serles on
the Discovery Channel this fall

& -

Villagers living by the
Kanha National Park
comeo to a new medical
clinlc with a Tiger
Consorvation Centre
walting room. The
centre was developed as
part of a WCWC-TTI
. pannership project

L1 0
it 1rusat
KANHA JUNGLE LODEE MUKKI

funded by CIDA.

Spinning wheels and a new
cotlage Industry are introduced
to village women whose free
time Is Increasing as blo-gas
replaces tiger-habitat-destroying
fuelwood collection. Part of a
WCWC-TTI CIDA-funded projeci.
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OclL 18, 1997. The next one s scheduled for Saturday, OctL 17, 1998
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Save-the-Tiger Wak in your community? Call us at 1-800-661-8453 to find out how.

in the same place. Interesied In holding a
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Grove, west side of Canyon. One of the most beautiful redcedar groves
remalning in the Lower Mainland. Grizzly bear footprints the sire of dinner plates are

—

found here. In November 1997, desphte WCWC's urgent request made to B.C.'s Environment 3 ne Fo

Minister to conduct grizzly

bear studies before allowing any tree felling,

interfor

WCWC’s research station, stolen during loggers’ blockade and
dumped in Squamish RCMP parking lot, July 1997. WCWC
demanded thal the thieves be charged. In Decembaer 1997 Crown
Councll ordered RCMP to abandon the case withoul laying charges.

middle of the grove, preparing for spring 1998 logging.
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Selena Blais, WCWC slore manag the word “illegal™ to & e ':.{ e . :
loggers’ sign waming motorists of blockade on Squamish Valley Road, : . i N : i
July 1997. | 5 : ¥ | : ,
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) - . Q¢ | . Y . 5, ' = = g 3 QWCWC volunteers pack our Research Station back into Stoltmann
- 3 0 . : ; AQ : S Wilderness plece-by-plece and set it up again. July 1997.

& _; e ; 4.- f L -- v : " .
J ! o Y = o . A - ~ -
! L] 5 .Jr *- 1 i - “.. "-.‘., JIJ " L * = - ﬁ % E .‘-:.. : h-F 2 r L 2 E . l'r':.-rl y ~
Lol o Piak o 8 G/ O / o™ i . % e
el :F. Htt""ﬁf :! ?‘ MR AN T 3 b & et A% . - . s 4 .
R’ 3 "ﬁ ANe 3 - ; o " - F
- H . o ". -r_ ;'* \ ] - = . - —
Lt . ; T - R ) a' 'ﬁ_ \ . &=
L DD O . Ballls O e - — - i y » 2% . -TI'III—
— SR . q
1 [ u [ ] § __ -:ﬁI n . =
| s 0 : [ : ‘ [] W 4y . : b ! *.T‘- -:'-.— - ik i " r f | 5
o .‘- ; i = . . -.F——“‘ S = o M " W ] ¥ O} [] ] i . L
-1 - B0 0 B0 O ) L) 10 i g
. 0 1 Gir 1 0 |
- i : R ! S
- = B o e 0 | ™
hl | r - El
.- i M. / - I‘-'b
- g .
. -: - 8 o - 4 w
- *:,..: =~ e" 4 4
Joe Foy counis 1,060 yearly growth rings on Douglas fir stump drying In The Hundred Lakes Plaleau along WCWC's Elaho-Meager hiking trall D pping exp : . ¥ - p
WCWC's Gastown warehouse, January 1988. WCWC plans to widely tour route, Augus! 1997. This summer WCWC volunleers will bulld rock calms a0 ' 95 - \
the remalns of this thousand year old tree through North America In the to mark this alpine section of the hiking trall. The B.C. Fores! Service . . ey : - .
golng efforts 1o save the Stoitmann Wildermess from further logging. approved WCWC's Elaho-Meager hiking trall in September 1997. Qs
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WCWC’S VICTORIA CHAPTER

Celebrating Successes; Expanding Campaigns

Completing Protection for
Sooke Hills in 1998!

1997 was a spectacularly successful year for our
Sooke Hills Campaign. Our goal 18 [0 creale a
‘Sea-to-Sea Greenbelt', linking existing parks from
Saanich Inlet to Sooke Basin and protecting this
region's native species over tme. In Apnl of 1997,
responding to enormous public support, the
provincial government took the lead role and
announced legislated park protection for the Greater
Victoria Water District’s non-catchment lands--
nearly 50 square kilometers of wild forests on the
edge of our city, including three of the five nver
valleys needing protection in our Sooke Hills
Wildemess Proposal.

Left unprotected were Ayum and Charters Valleys
at the Sooke Basin end of the proposed Greenbelt.
In November of 1997 the province again ook the
lead, embracing the public's goal of a fully
protected greenbelt, by announcing its commitment
to add all provincial crown lands in Ayum and
Charters Valleys to the new park. This gift of about
one million dollars worth of crown lands almost
entirely protects Ayum Creck and two of the most
prominent hills on Victona's western skyline. i
also adds several key parcels in Charters Valley
adjacent to Sooke Mt. Park. Full protection now
only requires the purchase of the remaimung privalc
lands in these two valleys.

Most of the privale lands are owned by an Asian
holding company. These key lands include Mt
Manuel Quimper, the third prominent hill on our
westemn honizon, and Shuelds and Grass Lakes.
These two magnificent wilderness lakes adjacent 10
Sooke Mt. Park are the recreational heart of the
Sca-10-Sea Greenbelt and when protected will be
the mucleus of the first and only wildemess
backpacking area in our region.

This year, WCWC Victona is working full-out with

our members and supporiers (o urge our Member of
Parliament and Federa! Fishenes Minister, the Hon.

David Anderson, (o join the partnership of local
citizens and their regional and provincial
govemments and help complete the Sca-lo-Sea
Greenbelt. The protection of both Ayum and
Charters Valleys menits federal afenuon, as these
streams suppor runs of wild salmon and theur

OKANAGAN CHAPTER

Raising Awareness
with Trails and Talks

During 1997 the Wilderness Commuttee’s Okanagan
Chapter continued to work hard on maintainng the
S50-kilometre-long (Kelowna to Vermon) High Rim
Trail for hikers. We also launched a new project: an
experimenial nursery that is raising a vanety of
trees and plants that will produce {ruit, seeds and
nuts for local animals and ards. Our goal i1s lo
renew natural ecosystems, including some local
clearcuts, and repopulate Lthese areas with native
anumal species. School children are involved in
tending the nursery. During our trips Lhere, each
child gets to plant seedlings and 15 taught about
forest ecosystems. We are presently planning o
establish another nursery.

WCWC's Okanagan Chapter holds regular meetings
in Kelowna at the EECO Center at 2363 Spnngficld
Road, usually on the third Thursday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. Several guest speakers are already
lined up for 1998 including Joe Foy, WCWC's
National Campaign Director and Anthony Marr,
speaking on WCWC's partnership work with Tiger
Trust India

We also hold informal classes in and out of doors
that can help people leam 1o identify the native
trees and plants growing in the Okanagan. Everyone
living in our area is invited 0 come (O our monthly
meetings and find out about all our Okanagan
Chapter activities. We look forward to seeing you!

WCWC Okanagan Chapter, P.O, Box 13025,
Plaza 33 Postal Outlet, Kelowna, BC VIX 7TK7
Phone (250) 765-5883

Ayum Valley with Sooke Basin, Juan de Fuca and Olympic Mtns. in back.

valleys contain some of the last stands of Canada’s
endangered coastal Douglas fir forests

In 1994 (he provincial government invesied $17
million in the purchase of the Tod Gowlland pnvate
lands anchonng the north end and inspinng others
to dream of a Sea-to-Sea Greenbelt. Federal
government support 18 now essenntial (o purchase
pnvate lands anchonng the greenbelt at its southemn
end and finalizing full protection for a spectacular
wilderness greenbelt on the edge of our city

Expanding the Park System to
Protect Our Island’s Species

When parks are (00 small and isolated in oceans of
clearcuts and plantation forests, they offer no hope
of long term survival for many of the species that
depend on them. Vancouver Island’s park sysiem,
which has been created on a political not scienufic

basis, shows this gnm reality. Capped by
government at 12.8 percent of the land base, the
current park system cannol sustain the Island’s wild
salmon. Roosevell elk, marbled murrelets, northem
goshawks and other species. Though some of the
parks are large, they are 1solated and not
interconnected by protected wildlife comdors. Over
90 percent of the parkiands are rock, 1ce and scrub
forest. Only 6.6 percent of the protecicd arcas are
biologically nch ancient-forested valleys

In 1998 WCWC'’s Victona Chapler wall lead
campaigns 1o win protection for large intact areas of
ancient forest not yet protecied as part of our
commitment (o achieve a park sysiem that 15 based
on conservation biology prnnciples and that wall
protect our Island’s native species. Areas being Lost
now 10 clearcut logging and in immediate need of
park protection are the Upper Walbran Valley
adjacent 1o Carmanah, and the Klaskish and

East Valleys in the Greater Brooks Peninsula area.

Working to Protect the
Great Bear Rainforest

WCWC's Victona Chapter has been working closely
with the Raincoast Conservaton Society (RCS) and
WCWC's main Vancouver office on the campaign
to protect the Grear Bear Rainforest (see page 3
for more details). WCWC and RCS organized a
very successful expedition up the mainland coast in
April 1997 on the 92 foot classic schooner Maple
Leaf. The expedition brought media represeniabives,
film makers, and environmentalists into several of
the Grear Bear Rainforest’s endangered nver
valleys. WCWC and RCS are orgamang two
similar expeditions for 1998,

In the fall of 1997 WCWC's Victonia Chapter and
RCS mounted four Great Bear Rainforest slideshow
presentations &l the Kaleidoscope Theatre in
Victona. The sold out shows were a huge success
with 300 people attending each of the four nights.

WCWC and RCS will continue their collaborative
Great Bear Rainforest campaign cflons this year,

focusing on the preservation of salmon habitat and
the plight of coastal gnzzlies.
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WCWC Victoria Chapter Staff: (left to right)
Jessica Snider, Chris Genovall, Alison
Spriggs, and Liora Freedman.

WCWC Victoria Chapter Canvass Crew.

Victoria Chapter Wish List

10 passenger van for expedinons and canvass
Slide projector and dissolve umit
Tripod (outdoor all-weather)

Pentax Spotmatic S00 or 1000
Plain paper fax machine

Porable stereo

Office chairs

IBM Compatible Computer Staff:
VGA monitors

486 or better with VGA monitor
386 or 486 nolebook computer
Ethemet hub

CD ROM dnve~preferably IDE
ZIP dnve

Laser printer (600 dm)

Thank you for making all our
successes possible!

We love working on our members’ behalf to protect
wilderness and wild things! We deeply appreciate
your support. If you are in Victona come to our
office at #507 - 620 View Strect and say hi. We
have a small gift shop with most of WCWC’s
publicanions and products available along with lots
of other gifis and goodies.

A final word of thanks (o our wonderful canvass
director, Jennifer LeBaron, and our canvassers,
without whose dedication none of our campaign
work would have been possible. Thank you all for
SUppOring our canvass and our campaigns!

WCWC Victoria Chapter, Suite 507-620 View
Street, Victoria BC VBW 1J6
Phone 250-388-9292
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