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Entering a New Millennium of Wilderness Conservation

organization because we passionately believe that the
survival of humankind lies in the protection of the
remaining still-wild nooks and crannies of planet Earth. It is
our opinion that in the blink of an eye (in evolutionary
terms) humans have ploughed, bulldozed, dammed, paved
and clearcut fiar too much of Earth's living skin. Now, in
even less ime, we must protect every wild scrap of what 1s
left of Earth's life-support system. Too many living “nvets”™
have already popped off our tny space capsule!

Founded in the wildest Canadian Province—British
Columbia, over the past two decades we have been at the
forefront of many of the hardest-fought wildemess
preservation battles this country has ever seen. We still are.
Although we have won some significant battles, we have
ool yel won the war,

C anada is well positioned 1o effect posiive change : i pr o S - |
of planetary significance! Whether we do so depends s B i g §
on individual Canadian's depth of concern and commuitment
(o the environmeni and wildemess conservation.

Canads encompasses more of Earth’s surface per capila than
any other nation. We are also blessed with more wildemess,
more oldgrowth forests and more wildlife than almost any
other pation, But this precious natural herilage \s i
jeopardy. And iLs fale muTors our own.

Al the beginning of the last millennium more than 95
percent of the Earth was viriually unaffected by human
hands—pristine wilderness by today’s standards. The
human population of the entire world was about 300

millioo—fewer people than live in the USA loday. We have strong views, a clear vision, posibve solutions and
3 . - *

Now, scientists calculate thai only one-quarter of Earth's s growing membership of 27,000 across the nahon.

lands qualify as wilderness and most of this is found
remole areas of harsh climate and difficull access—deserts,

mountains, the arctic and Antarctic. Canada is a rare
exception—one of the few countries with large
tracts of fairly accessible, blodiversity-rich,
ancient-forested wilderness.

We say il is wrong (o cut down ancient forests with

thousand- year-old rees. Our vision for B.C.'s
protected area network embraces 40 percent of
B.C.'s land arca—the same as Alaska's park sysiem.

We say that no wild nver should ever agaun be dammed. We
demand that the huntng of grzdy bears and the destruction
of thewr habitat through building new roads and logging
virgin valleys cease. We believe that every remammg run of
wild salmon is precicus and thal non-selective fishing and
the destruction of cntical fish habital by logging must sLop.
We say that logging in Ontano and Maniioba's provincal
parks is & national disgrace and must be stopped. We

But Canada’s native forests are rapidly being fragmenied by
roads and clearcut logging. Our oldgrowth lemperale
rainforests are now classified as one of the world's mosi
endangered forest types. The number of wild planis and
animals on Canada's “species al risk”™ list increases each
year.
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The Committee’s successes...s0 fal
The following areas, all of which have been featuredin
WCWC publications and campaigns, have been protected:

« Valhalla Provincial Park - 1983

« South Moresby National Park Rescrve - 1987

e« Carmanah Pacific Provincial Park (lower valley) - 1990
-
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WCWC 20 years old & getting younger
— by Paul George, anﬂr!u Director

On August 3, 2000 Western Canada Wilderness Commitlee
celebrates its 20® anniversary. Are we going to slow down and
bask in our great successes, like South Moresby, Carmanah
Valley, the lower Tsitika, Stein Valley, the Tatshenshini,
Pinecone/Boise/Burke, Sooke Hills, Clayoquot Sound and
many others? NO WAY!

These victories have simply whetted our appetite for even
grealer successes—saving enough big interconnected
wilderness areas (o sustain biodiversity and provide clean air,
pure water and a healthy environment for future gencrations!

While WCWC has grown older (and, we think, wiser) the
people campaigning and volunieering for WCWC have
become younger. Most of WCWC's intrepid door-to-door
canvassers—who collectively take the message of wilderness
preservation to nearly & thousand doors a night across the
country—are in their early 20s. It's their commitment that
keeps them going, not the money—which on average is barely
the minimum wage. Their dedication (0 grassroots
education—despite rain, snow and cold—is indispensable (o
our success, as is the contribution of our volunteers, many of
whom are high school students and young new Ummigrants
learning English as they stuff our mailouts!

Khutzeymateen Grizzly Bear Provincial Park - 1992
Maplewood Mud Flats Conservation Area - 1992

e Megin River Watershed - 1993

e Tatshenshini-Alsek Provincial Park - 1994
e Chilko Lake (Ts'yl-os Park) - 1994
e Carmanah Pacific Provincial Park (upper valley) - 1994
e Nasparti Valley -1994

e Lower Tsitika Valley - 1994

e Lower Walbran Valley - 1994

e Tashish-Kwois Watershed - 1994
e Kitlope Valley Protected Area - 1994
e Niagara Valley (part of Canboo Mountains Wilderness) - 1994
« Power River Valley - 1995

« Lasca Creek: Akamina-Kishinena Provincial Park - 1995
e Eagle Mountain/Indian Arm Provincial Park - 1995

e Pinecone/Boise/Burke Provincial Park - 1995

» Surrey Bend Regional Park - 1995
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Stein Valley Nlaka'pamux Heritage Park - 1995
Tetrahedron Plateau Provincial Park - 1995
Jedediah Island Provincial Park - 1995

Young WCWC voluntesrs making & stand to protect
the Stoltmann's thousand-year-old trees.

ScmﬂymngWCWCmmhawmnwdupmm Who isn't inspired by the recent surge of youth acuvism-— :
organization. These include Ken Wu (our new Victoria-based youh mﬂ;.ﬂ' i l:.f‘, it Liviis ;;m e TR Boundary Bay Provincial Park - 1995
campaigner) and Chris Player (as Stoltmann campaign Trade Organization in Seattle; youth peacefully protesting Clendenning Valley - 1996

Upper Lillocet Valley - 1996

Spipiyus (Caren Range) Provincial Park - 1996
Chilliwack Provincial Park - 1997 (expanded)

Skagit Valley Provincial Park - 1997

Cummins River Valley Park - 1997

Sooke Hills Wilderness Park - 1997

Muskwa-Kechika Northern Rocky Mis. Parks - 1997
Sooke Hills Wilderness Park - 1997

Sea-10-Sea Green-Blue Belt acquisition levy passed - 2000
U.N. declares Clayoquot Sound Biosphere Reserve - 2000

Getting the message out to the ewiee 1842000 Raacd it HURIEE

RSSINED ]'}‘ Dﬂ; - Emﬂll ] WCWE suta.t'f.lhkc ":]’:;’“ Reimer and logging in the Stoltmann; not (0 mention the youthful spint of
ﬁ;‘lm'bﬂiﬁu: Amndlth:luii Mffmu ::hfs;;w grandmother Betty Krawcywk who blockaded logging and
programs and Selena as our Victoria office administrator and wenl [0 jail to protest the violence against the young

new store manager. We've also added a new Great Bear Sflglun:nnmwms. It keeps us all young at heart—and our
Rainforest ; istant, John Richardson and & new efforts to protect Earth focused.

Endangered Species campaigner, Jacqueline Pruner, both in Long live youth! The wilderness awaits, as it has for each
their 20s, too! generation past, their gentle but determined footsteps.

WCWC is known for its capacity to mobilize 1999 was a difficult year for our door-to-door Kevin Bell® Naturalist
citizen action through grassroots education. With camvassers with many of our long-time Canvass S Robert Broughton Systems Analyst
27,000 members and 40,000 additional SUppOrers, Directors moving on to other challenging pursuits - . Membership Secretary
we are the largest membership-based citizen- in their lives. We thank these dedicated Alice Exfon Social Worker —retired
funded wilderness conservation group in Canada. individuals for their tireless efforts on behalf of 5 Secretary- Treasurer
Over the past 19 years, WCWC has produced over  Canada's wilderness! Our team of new Canvass Tony Eberts Journalist - retired
10 million copies of over 130 different educational Directors enjoyed a solid Christmas season which 100 £0Y ATAIVIE}
newspapers. Our members and supporters points towards a good canvassing year in 2000. Paul GBPIEE Biologist, Rescarcher
respond to our sppeals for action. This has Mike Gildersleeve Social Worker
allowed us to be consistently effective in Grassroots Distribution Team Chair
generating public input to decision-makers in the In January 1999 we brought a dream to reality — ' Susan Jones® Educator
form of letters, emails, faxes, phone calls, letiers 1o the launch of & program (o provide members from lan Mackenzie Photographer, Author
the media, and attendance at public heanngs. coast to coast with the opportunity to help us get Annefte Tanner* Artist, Teacher -'
B : ~ : the message out in their communities through the _ ;
mwﬂg Trﬁ:miﬁg distribution of WCWC'’s educational materials. : The number ol Bgard members _is cum:ml}- fixed at h‘.‘.‘IL f
Mp servicing programs and providing Onr first call for distribution volunieers was very Two of these pmm.uns an; appoinied from the Executive
iNnOVAtive Programs 1o increase member successful, and over the course of the year this - Team [E-Te:_;m_u of the Wilderness Cupumum: hy
involvement in wilderness ﬂ"ﬂﬂg activities. Our program has ETown 1o include the diﬂﬁbmiﬂﬂ of consensus of the E-Team. These u{]pﬂlﬂltd pEﬁ-Itlf{lﬂS arc
overall rate of membership renewal has increased 5.000 newspapers every month inover 100 currently held by Joe Foy and Paul George. The cight
0 63% from a low point of 19%in 1992. communities across North Amenca. In 2000 we will other I;h:ma.rd positions are filled by elections at WCWC's .
continue to expand this program. AGMs — four every AGM for overlapping two-year j
Door to Door Canvass terms. Direclors denoted by a * above were elected 1o two
Every night in six cities across Canada WCWC'’s New ;I‘Id 'm_Ffm WHI? Page year terms at WCWC's 1999 AGM.
intrepid and stalwart canvassers knock on After getting stuck in the techno-mud in the mid- 4
hundreds of doors to speak with Canadians about 90s we finally got our web site up to speed. The 1
‘hreatened wilderness and wildlife. In Victoria, new :_amd improved version includes mail-in CREDITS
Vancouver, Edmonton, Winnipeg, Toronto and s cards to gﬁv:.mmcu_t, press releases, a :
Otiawa, door-to-door canvassers bring discussion forum”, maps, video, and beter Published by Western Canada Wilderness Committes "4
educational materials and debate to peoples’ navigation. n 2000 we will continue to build our &5 (WCWC), 227 Abbort St Vancouver, BC V6B 2K7.
homes. Their work helps increase the growing weh sile, fmmg 0N improving our anline library, Phone 604-683-8220. Fax 604-683-8229. )
‘mmber ofvoices calling for adequate preservation  A0CICASIDg the imterachvily of the site and Emalil: info@wildemesscommitiee.org
of Canadian wilderness. providing a members only chatroom. Web Site: www.wildernessconmutlec.org 2
. WCWC is a membership-based, citizen-funded non-profit al -
g : society dedicated o ing, thr research and jom, |
lrmww.W|Idernesscommlttee.org e e it s mebeesti
A decade of Writing: Joe Foy, Paul Gearge, Andrea Reimer and Chapter
Saoas membership growth! and Branch stail'and volunteers Editing: Adriane Carr } 4
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Eugene Rogers Environment Award

The prestigious Eugene Rogers Environment Award is
presented annually by the Wilderness Committee and the
United Nations Association—Vancouver Branch 1o an

outstanding B.C. citizen working to protect the environment

This award was established in 1992 in honor of Eugene
Rogers, a conservationist who worked trelessly prior to his
sudden death to protect the Stein Valley, the Fraser River
and E.C-'s wild salmon and steelhead. In the carly 1980s he
mspired Joe Foy, now WCWC’s well-known campaipgn
director, to become an active environmentalist and fight 10
save the Stein.

[n pasi years the following conservationists have received
the Eugene Rogers Environment Award:

1992 - Terry Jacks for his work against pulp mill pollution;

1993 - Joe Martin for his work to protect Clayoquot Sound:

1994 - Doug Radies and Ocean Hellman for their work 1o
preserve the Caniboo Mountains Wilderness:

1995 - Danny Gerak for his work 1o preserve the Boise and
Pitt River Valleys;

1996 - Maureen Fraser for her work to protect Clayoquot
Sound and help sustain its communities

In more recent years:

1997 - John Clarke, for his outstanding efforts to prescrve
the Stoltmann Wilderness. John Clarke is an almost
legendary Coast Moun(ain explorer, pholographer and
wilderness educator. He is the co-founder. along with
Vancouver artist Nancy Bleck and Squamish Nation Chief
Councillor Bill Williams, of the Witness Program — a serics
of camp-outs, gathenngs and art exhibits designed to mform

John Clarke, 1997 winner, stands beside the beautiful
Eugene Rogers Commemorative Plaque, holding his
personal award.

people about the Stoltmann Wilderness and Squamish
Nation culture. John also travels from school 1o school with
an awe-inspiring slide show presentation explaining how
little of B.C.'s original oldgrowth forest is lefl and the need
to preserve the remaining wildemess areas of the Coast
Mountain Range.

The |late Marion Parker, 1998 award winner, poses beside
8 “thousand-year-old " tree he dated while conducting
WCWC research near Carmanah Valley. Photo taken In
the late B0s.

1998 - Marion Parker, for his tireless work over many
decades to educale people regarding the need 1o preserve
Earth's rare, ancienl trees. Marnon, a dendrochronologist
(ree-ring expert), authored a number ol special research
reports for the Wildermness Commuttee that documented the
tremendous ages of trees within some of the wilderness
areas we were proposing for protection. He also was an
expert in documenting First Nations® CMTs (Culturally
Modified Trees). These special trees, usually cedars, were
stripped of some bark or had a plank split ofl without killing
the tree, in some cascs centuries ago. In 1994, Manon joined
a WCWC-Ahousah! First Nations joint expedifion nfo the
Ursus River Valley in Clayoquot Sound and helped date
some of the CMTs that are part of the rich cultural heritage

Lhere

Marion's work helped preserve such special places as Gwall
Haanas National Park Reserve, Carmanah/Walbran
Provincial Park and the Stein Valley Herilage Park. Marion
also discovered the stump of a yellow cedar tree, cul down
by logeers on the Sunshine Coast in the 1980s, By using a
microscope Lo count the rings Marion was able Lo prove Lhe
tree 1o have been 1,835 years old when 1t was cul down -
making it the oldest known tree in Canada. Manon felt il
should be a crime to cut down any tree over 1,000 years old.

Sadly, Marion Parker passed away on July 13, 1999—a
month short of his 65 birthday. His family, friends and
colleagues in the conservation community sorely miss him.
His work lives on in his wrilten reports, in the wildemness
areas that his efforts helped preserve and in the people who
continue to work to see his dream of full protection for
Canada’s ancient trees realized.

1999 — Will Koop - for his groundbreaking and watershed —
saving work over the past ten years (o get logging
permanently banned in the watersheds that supply Greater
Vancouver’s drinking water. Will, an excellent and
thorough researcher, systematically sified through historical
files, forestry records and water quality reports to put
together an ronclad argument that proved that recent
logging, which started in the 1970s, has damaged the
Greater Vancouver drinking water supply. For years he has
altended nearly every Greater Vancouver Area Water Board
meeling, making the case for a logging ban.

Five ycars ago, due in large part to his efforts, logging was
halted in Vancouver’s drinking watersheds. Bul the
resumplion of logging continued to be a threat. In 1999, the
Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD) changed the
terms of reference for management of the watersheds,
puthng water quality first. The GVRD now seeks 1o modify
an agreement with the B.C. Forest Ministry that requires the
walersheds be managed as a multiple use area—a tree farm
where a 5 year logging plan is required. As a result of
Will's efforts we are very close 1o achieving a permanent
ban on logging in Greater Vancouver’s drinking watersheds.

Will Koop, 1999 award winner, admires a big, old Douglas
fir tree In Greater Vancouver's lower Seymour
Conservation Reserve.
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CLAYOQUOT SOUND — A Sustainable Consarvatl

by Adrimne Carr, Clayoquot Campaign Coordinator

Al long last, a soluton W the Glteen year-long contlict over
logging in Clayoques Sound is near at hand! The (namework
for the sodutson, developed and surtured by many people
over the last fow years, rests on fowr pallars

(1) Anagreement betweoen the logging companses, Nui-
chab-sulth Central Regron Fusit Naboos and
eovironment groups thal designates all of Clavoguat's
undeveloped watershods (Callad evdmus  very, wn
precioss — arcas by (he Nuw-chah-nulth) for noo- bimbet
uscs (hal maintun these avas’ postae, sponiual amd
sacred values, I thes agreement were 0 cover all ol
Clayoguat Sound — wiuch we hope i eventually wall
thas will mean o commencial loggung in about two- Lhunds
of Clayoguot Sound. The agreement also ensures thal
logging o the already parmally bogeed arcas o (layoguod
3 dooe W the very hghest coodorestry standards.

(2) The long-tenn protection of evdmuls (undeveloped)
areas under dessguabions such as Tnbal Parks thal
enable Furst Napons 0 manage and denve eoo-tounsm
and noo-(unber benefis rom the areas,

(3) The designaton of Clayoquot Sound as a UN
Biosphere Reserve based on a strong, cooperatively
developed visson of comservabon and sustanabity, and

{4) The commitment of adeguate govermment and pnvale
funds 10 strepgthen and diversafy the local economy,
especially (0 create pew jobs—Such as 1n eoo-lounsim
based on 3 new conservation vision for Clayoguot

e last twelve months have been pavotal in the crafting of
tus long-awailed campaign success. Negobanoos centered
oo the draling of a Memomndum of Understanding (MUU)
between fisaal | 3 “forest services™ company that s owned
M percent by the Nuu-chah-oulth Central Region Furst
Nabons and 49 percent by Weyerhacuser (formerly
MacMitlan Bloedel) and five environment groups centrally
wvodved o the Clayoguat Campaign (Ureenpeace
Internabonal, Greenpeace Casada, Natural Resources
Defease Council, Sierma Clob of B.C. and Western Canada
Wilderness Commuinee). The Fnends of Clayoguot Sound
the locally based conservanon group, were wvalved 1o all
our joint discussions but chose 10 not sign the MOU and be
the “walchdog ™ 0 ensure the MUU 15 fully implemented
Our fisaak-Enviro MOU was supponed by the Nuu-chah-
oulith Central Region Chiels in January of 1999 and finally

sgood ai 8 pubbc ceremony 1 Tohno oo June 16, 1999, 1
was a very happy day! The MOU confirms fisaak's

commutment 10 reserve eedmils (undeveloped) areas for non-
tmber uses and t0 log accarding to the highest eco-forestry
standards only o the pars of Clayogquot Sound that had
already been partally logeed The environment groups
commutied 0 actively assistng fisaak and the Nuu-chah-
oulth Central Region First Nanons in consolidanng the
exisung Crown forest tenures, including Imterfor’s TFL
holdings, under First Nations' control and the marketing of
eco-forestry, non-timber and eco-tounism products

Thus means that WCWC will be letting our members and
supporters know, this year and for years o come, about the
special Clayoquot products that they can purchase in an
ongoung effon o suppon a conservation-and-community-
based solution in Clayoquot Sound!

Within a few days of expressing their suppon for the fisaak-
Eaviro MOU, the Nuu-chabh-nulth Central Region Chiefs
became the first poliical body to endorse a community-
generated proposal to the United Nations Man and
Siosphere Program to designate Clayoquot Sound as a
Biosphere Reserve.

Long-term WCWC members and supponers will remember
many of WCWC's educational newspapers, beginning with
our 1992 Wild and Beauriful Clayoquot Sound paper,
advocanng that Clayoquot Sound be designated a UN.
Biosphere Reserve. On January 28, 1999—one week after
the Nuu-Chab-nulth's leading endorsement—the Clayoquot
Biosphere Reserve application was signed by First Nations,
local, Provincial and Federal govemment representanives
and seni oo o UN. offices in Pans. The special
connbution of WCWC to the Biosphere Reserve process
was publicly acknowledged by MLA Gerard Janssen at the
signng ceremony in Victona

January 1999 was a pivotal month for Clayoquot in yel
another way. Following up on & workshop that WCWC had
armanged for the Nuu-chah-nulth in the fall of 1998, the
Nuu-chah-nulth Central Region First Nations decided to
pursuc, in & cooperative venture with Tolino and Ucluelet, a
“head license™ (0 coordinate and manage tourism in
Clayogquot Sound. If granted by the provincial government,
i would ensure coordinated planning and management and
new opportunities for First Nations involvement in eco-
tounsm development in Clayogquot Sound

Joe Campbell of the Ahousaht First Nations signs, as
Chairman oi the Board of lisaak Forest Resources Lid.,
the Memorandum of Understanding between lisaak and
Greenpeace Canada, Greenpeace International, Slerra
Ciub of B.C., Natural Resources Defense Council and
Weslemn Canada Wildemess Committee. June 16, 1999,
Tofino, B.C. Photo by Bob Bossi

Clayoquot Valley Witness Trall, built by Wilderness
Committee volunteers in 1993-1994 with the permission
of the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations. The Tis-o-qui-aht are
seeking suppont for the designation of Clayoquot
Valley—an eehmliis (“very very precious”pristine)
area—as a Tribal Park. Photo from WCWC files.

on Solution at Hand

The Honourable Cathy

M Oregor, then-Minister of
the 8 C Ministry of Environs
ment, Lands and Parka,

signs the official application
1o e United Nations Man

and Hlosphede Program to
designats Cleayoquol Sound
a Biosphers Reserve. The
locsl MLA and representa-
lives of the Nuu-chah-nuith
Central Hegion First Nations,
Provincial and Federal
Qowed nimen | departmeants,
Tofino, Ucluslet, the Albemi-
Clayoquot Regional District,
MacMillan Bloedel Lid. and
Wes e Canada Wikdemess
Commiiles were presanl
January 28, 1999, Victoria,
B.C. Phato by B.C. Ministry
of Environment, Lands and

Parks.

iy
Left to right - Valerie Langer, Friends of Clayoquot
Sound; Adriane Carr, WCWC; Maureen Fraser, Central
Reglon Board; and Treporah Berman, Greenpeace, al
ine June 16, 1999 signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding between lisaak Forest Resources and
five major environment groups. Meares Island in
background.. Pholo by Bob Bossin.

Ihat same week, Chief Francis Frank, Chief Treaty
Negotator for the [a-0-qui-aht Furst Natons, one of the
five tnbes 1n the Nuu-chah-nulth Cexral Regon, asked
WCWC for support in purswung Tnbal Park status for
Meares [sland and for all of Clayoquot River Valley. With
the permussion of the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nanons, in 1993-
M, WOWC volunieers built a 22-kilometer-long Witness
lrail in pnstine Clayoquot River Valley, where MacMillan
Bloedel was immunently threateming (o log. Meares Island,
which the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations first declared a Tnbal
Park in 1984 and then re-declared a Tnbal Park together
wilth the Ahousaht First Nations in 1991, was the site of
first protest over clearcut logging in Clayoquot Sound.

In its 1999 budget the federal government came through
with their promuse of suppon for the new Clayoquot
Biosphere Reserve, pledging $12 million towards its
umpiemenanon,

.-..nl:l'.i.-u- r.-..l'.-ll P ™

Final UN approval of Biosphere Reserve status for
Clayoquot Sound was granted on January 21, 2000, If
everything goes as planned, there will be a big celebration 3
in Clayoquot sometime in spring, 2000 to launch the

Biosphere Reserve.

But WCWC's work is not yet done. Tribal Parks have yet to r
be negouated, the volaule siation of International Forest ™
Product’s ongoing logging in Clayoquot must be resolved, |
and sufficient funds must still be secured to enable full

unplementation of the new vision of conservation and

sustainability in Clayoquo. -
With these goals achieved, we are sure that Clayoquot will
become a model of world calibre where people can leam
about ranforest conservation and communiry-based

decision-making and get excited aboul adapung vanous
Clayoquot “blueprinis™—such as low-volume, h:sh-ﬂllnf <3
added ecoforestry—for their own areas. o

During 2000 WCWC will continue to work with mrm #
chah-nulth Central Region First Nations, [isaak other
environment groups and the Federal and Provingial =
Governments (o ensure that the announcement of U-ﬁ- il
Biosphere Reserve status truly means a new conflict-free,
conservation-based future for Claygouot Sound.
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STOLTMANN WILDERNESS - the Courageous Battle to Create a National Park

Public Sepport Continwes to Build for
Canada’s Foremost National Park Candidate
=&y Joe Fey, Campaign Director

Our fve-year-dong campaign 15 preserve the Stolimann
ﬁlidnm_m“wwhﬂ!u.ﬁc,umdm
toaghest, 'hmﬂm'wnnm All
of ws &t the Wilderness Commitice feel privileged 1o hike
WWWIMWW i3 wondery and
fight for its preservation All of us gre angered by ity
ongoing destruction,

Randy Sioltmann was a young West Vancouver
octdoonman, respecied conscrvanomist and former
direcior and employee of the Wilderness Commimh e b
wad the first 1o propose—in April of 1994—(hat the
wikflands of the Upper Squamish and Upper Lilkooes
River Valleys be protecied. His proposa) described the
area’s cotmanding features and highlightod the threat
posed by impending clearcut logping One month after
submifling his proposal o the B.C. Governmern, Ranty
bost his life in a tragac so-mountaineering accident.

Lespured by Randy's idea, we launched & new wilderness
PreEonEDDD COmpi e, naming i Uhe = Sislimann
Wilderness™ in ks bonour. Our Stoltmann Wilderness
Provincial Park proposl encompassed 260,000 hectares of
mouniains, placionn, And ancien] -runforesied valloy

Lo the spring off 1995 we bepan a trail-building

ixio the Upper Elabo Valley, which harbored the
Slolimann’s largest remaining iract of oldgrowth forest
Whilke scouting (he trail resste, WOWC voluntoers were
armared lo duscover speciscular groves of oldgrowth
Dougles fir and redoedar, (he finest foross we'd scen in
Greater Vancoover's Lower Munland region

In 1% e B.C. Covernmem establinhed a tightly
coniroded gnd scorctve Lower Mainland Parks Plaomng
process 1o sehect whoch of the Lower Mainland's precious
ooprotectad wikdomess areas would pet park protection
and winch wonld be clearom logged. Incredibly, Interfor,
the main loginng company actrvely clearcorming in the
Sioltmann Wildorness, was one of the B C. Governoment ‘s
hand-peckod park phinnmg partcpantys bl the
Govormment s own B.C. Farks Branch was not! e
The pubdic was also locked om of (he process. Mo public
open-house mectings were over held 1 solicit ctirens”
vicws on the proposed parks. Laie in | 996, then-Premucr
mmwpameﬁﬂhlﬂﬂfﬁm
Bob Siner. anacunced profoction for only two small,
sparsely-foresied pans of (he Stoltmann Wildernesy: the
Clendeaning (an Upper Elabo tribotary) and the Lipper
Lillooet Valley. The rwo parks totaled about 50,000 ha.

Mwmmmg{' gﬂqfrmﬁattﬂttﬁ-m
to Interfor 10 clearcat the buth ancient forests of Lhe
remaining anprotecied areas of the Stoltmann Wildermess,
including the Sims and Upper Elaho Valleys. Disgusied
with the podemocratc nature of the gpvernmen s Lower
Mainland park planning process and with the thortsighted
pro-logging docision. WCWC vewed (0 fight back.

I 1997, Interfor saried aggressive roadbmiding and
clearcat logging in the Sims and the Upper Elaho Valleys
In response, “‘ﬂ'fﬂw:mwmmhmln
llﬁlfppﬂﬂ:huvdlqu:hummpimmmyﬂ
volunteers 1o collod information on the anaenl lorest
endangered flora and (xnoa We rused fonds for Lhis
mmmi?ﬁwm.ﬂmm The sale
of an pencroasly donated 10 Lhe Wilderness Comminice by

local painters and sculptors raised over 520,000
iwmw‘mmiﬂmﬂhm
rescarch camp. They st 5p an illegal rosd blockade on the
main read into the Stolimann Wilderness, proventing our
volunteers and rescarchers (rom Scoesting our QuUEp.
Bekind ihe blockade, Imerfor began clearcu loggng of
~Sandown Grove —a speciacular grove of ancicut firs
the beginning of our Flako hiling trail Also betind the
Jogpens’ blockade, *persons unknown” digmantied oar
rescarch camp and then orytenously deposited it in peeces
i the Squamish ROMP station. Mo charges weore cver Lad

wecks of wrangling and coun aUon o
m;tmmﬂm With the help of
s WOWC volunteers, we reball oo
mﬂuuphl-:hundiﬂum
discovered that coc Douglas tree felled by laterfor in
Semclown Grove was over 1,150 years old (based on 3
mmj We cud a shice (rom ihe dwmp 1
dated il 1t serves a3 @ memento (hat inspires people 1o
ﬂ#wmmuhmlmmuuﬂ ket

lo carty 1598, fromruied by (he intranspence of (the B.C
Government, we dooblad (he sire of our proposed
Siodimann protacied ares 1o 500,000 bectares and callsd
for a National Park. Our new proposal is bugger and
better| [ will be, when establiched, Canada's firmt
Natkonal Park io B.C. s spectacalar Coast Mountaing

vy proposed Stodimans Natiomal Park Reserve edends 1o
the world-famoos resorn comemumity of Whistler, B.C. —
Canada s candidate for the 2010 Winter Obvmpscs. 1i also
connects Uuough the Upper Bridge River sod over the ice-
capped Coast Mountaing 10 the Larpe Ta ylos Park on (he
Chilooon Plstesu around Chilko Lake, pritecting o
critical wildlife cormidor to Lhe interior. Ia early 1599,
soveral Whistler coundcilons bocame cutspoken supporiers
of Lhe proposed SMelimann Mathomal Park Reserve

[n 1599 WCWC poblished a study by grizzly bear
beodogiers Cam METarvich and Wryos MoCrory =ho had
conductad a griczly habwial axscsxment of Lhe U'pper Elaho
in the fall of 1598 They recommended an immediste hali
1o funher logging and roadbuilding wal the governmend
develops and puts o place o grcly conscrvabion plin,

Ia Jaly of 1599 Interfor buih & kogging bridge over Lhe
Lava Crock Caoyon, which pat “Lava Grove™—a
magnificent coand of ancieni Dooglas [ir Droes—al
immedigie risk WOWC responded by gctling up 8 new

woon descovered Douglas furs )

[YSY4
old—ihe cldest living trees of their kind in Cansdal

In August of 1599 scveral covironmental activist groups,
gach as PATH (People’s Action For Threatened Habital),
FAN (Foresi Action Nerwork) and Friends of the Elabo,
tired of watching Interfor fell herituge grove afier hentage
grove, began a civil disobedience campaign. Direct action
activiss peacefully slood l.nfn‘nud'lmn{ﬂ'lmnd_
buikding equipment in @ bid o slow down ke logpng
operation. Thinsen activisls were arrested for noo-viokend
civil disobedience 1o the Upper Elaho Valley.

O Scptember 15, 1999 a mob of aboat 100 loggers bent
upd;mmwmrmﬂmﬂmp:dmlh:wcﬂﬂm
Valley, One of Lhe conservationins assaulicd was
WOWC s Milleondal Tree Camp Coordinaier lames
Jamicson. On Fobroary 10, 2000 Squamith Crosn
Counsel fimally laid criminal charges agains three
Squamith men and oy Ly further charges. Ap«_.ﬂn.m
has also been launched agains Interfor and individuals
imvolved in the siack

Om October 18, I?H_Luhmlmcmhruthrlhuql
Charkes Caccia, a former Liberal Environment Munisier.

presenisd bis Private Member's Bill - Bill C-236 an A
1o amend (he Natiomal Parks A (Siolimann Wilderness)
in the Hoose of Commons. The Staltmann Park Bill was
botly debated. with Reform MP. Jobn Reynolds as its
harshes cnitic and Mr. Caccia s strongest defender. The
Stolirann Park Bill then “died wilhosd & vole™ & (8

o Gy for Privaie Membery” Bills

In the meantime, teos of thousands of letters and cards
{inciuding oar “3}-pan Sioltmann Opindon Poll Cards™)
have been mailed by poople acroes the conniry 10 Prime
Miniger Chretien, uwrpng the Fodersl Government 1o
csiablish & Stoltmann National Park Reserve

2000 Ls shaping up 1o be 8 crucial year in the bartle for the
Stoltrmann Wildonos, Never bas soppon for proscrvation

Lnterfor cumiome s aroand Lhe world know (hat when Lhey
buy an Interfor product, it foels more clearom destruction
in the Stoltmann Wilderness and Great Bear Rainforest

The Wilderness Comuninee will be back 1 the Elabo
Vallcy as soon a3 the snow mehis in April We'll contimoe
mapping the Siolimann's big tross and wildhife habita
We aim 1o see the year 2000 a3 Lhe yoar the Sioltmann s
finally sxved! We are counting oo yog 1o conliume w0
leners 10 the decision-malkers, 1o voluntoer for our projects
and 10 donate moch-needed dollars and materials (o fuel
our campaign and clumalsly make il soccessful

Want 1o know more? Ask and we will send you oar
Educational Reports and an up 1o date campangn nepon |
Big Dreams Can Come True - Stolteunn National Park
Vol 17 Na & - Winter |998

SAVE WHISTLER'S 1300 Year-({d Deapla Firs
Vel I8 Na. 7 - Sumumer | 999

For the Latest info on WCWC's Sipltmann Campaign:
»ww. wildernesscommities. org/soltmannindex himl
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GREAT BEAR RAINFOREST CONSERVATION SUPPORT ?"l: .

While logging companies delay cutting, walting for the election of a more sympathetic 8C govern

A:ummmuummw
1 the single largest coastal wildomess arca cver pro-
posed for preservanon by B.C.'s conservalxon comimurty.
The name “Greal Bear Rainforest”™ was first coined by the
| of the Runcoast Conservation

Socicty-—a legendary family of wildemness explorers and
advocates that includes lan and Karen as well as [an’s

father, long-time wilderness campaigner Peter McAllister,

The Great Bear Runforest covers a labynnth of wilderness

inlets, fjords, estuanes, islands and over 100 pnstine,
rmunforested watershods over 5,00 hoctares in sure. i
extends 600 kilometers up B.C."s rugged coast, from the
Stoltmann Wilderness in the south to the Alaska
“Panhandie™ in the north. It is called “Gireat Bear™
because this regron has the highest concentrabon of
gnzzly bears in Canada

This vast coastal wilderness harbors over 1,000 distinct
races of salmon as well as B.C."s healthiest populanon of
wolves and gnizzlies. In the center of the Great Bear
Rainforest is the home of B.C."s rare Spint Bear —a
population of black bears where up 1o one in ten cubs is
borm with & white coat of fur. In 1988 the Valhalla
Wilderness Society began conducting bear research in the
arca and then advocating a Spant Bear Park 1o protect this
unique populanon of bears.

Since the early 1990s, when the McAllisters began their
fight to preserve the Great Bear Rainforest, many other
conservabhon groups have jouned the battle incloding
Greenpeace, Forest Action Network, the Sierra Club of
B.C., the U.S.-based Natural Resources Defense Council
and the Wildemess Committee.

in 1998 WCWC campaigners undertook several
expeditions into the Great Bear Rainforest to see both
active clearcuthng and pnstine wilderness. On one mp
lan and Karen guided the Wilderness Commitiee team
into the spectacular Johnstone, Koeye and Allard valleys
where they saw gnzxly trails along the nvers womn deep
into the sml by generahons of bear use.

On an expedition in September of 1998 Heilsuk First
Nations people took the Wilderness Committee team to
old village sites in the Roscoe Inlet and other sites of
cultural significance near Bella Bella. “The sight of the
moss-covered house poles raising out of the forest floor
and the huge cedar trees, everywhere showing the scars
of cemturies of use, is a memory that will stay with me
Jorever,” said Joe Foy.
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Helltsuk resesarchers record evidence of aboriginal
sustainable forestry. A plank has been spiit from this
redcedar centuries ago.

On that expedition the Wilderness Commiftiee brought
along David Garrick, an expert on Culturally Modified
Trees (CMTs). CMTs are usually redcedars that have been
scarred when First Nations foresters used their traditional
methods to harvest bark or planks. These scars last for
many cenfunes and help tell the generations-old story of
sustainable forest use. Duning the September 1998
expedinion, David led a CMT field workshop that was
artended by 5 Heiltsuk people keen to develop their skills
un thus field of research. David and the Heiltsuk
parucipants traded nps and stones about CMT
wdentification and documentation

AR RA

A Ancient Forests, Grizzlies

A few days later, on the advice of several Heiltsuk people,
the Wilderness Commirtee team visited a Western Forest
Products logging site on Yeo sland “What we saw
shooked and saddened us,” cxpluined Adnane Carr. “The
logpers had clearcut a huge area of ancient forest and lefi
a small, wind-blown stand of CMT\ in the middle of the
destruction. Half the trees in the CMT patch had already
blown doww. We left Yeo Island more determined than
ever (o stop the clearcuming and save the Grear Bear's
Jorests—for their biodiversity gnd their cultural heritage
valuwes, = said Carr.

In the summer of 1999 WCWC provided suppon for
another CMT workshop for First Nations people-—this time
on Hanson Island at the south end of the Great Bear
Rainforest, where David Garrick conducted extensive CM1
research (published 1n 1998 by WCWC in the book
authored by David, Shaped Cedars and Cedar Shaping: A
Guidebook to Idemtfying, Documenting, Appreciaring
and Learning from Cultural Modified Trees). First
Nabons parncipants came from Kitkatla, Hartley Bay and
Alent Bay to leam David's CMT techniques.

David Garrick measures oldgrowth Sitka spruce tree on
Yeo Island, in the Greal Bear Rainforest

tarly m 1999 WCWC and Raincoast Conservation SOCciety
(RCS) collaborated on the production of a new educational
newspaper about the Great Bear Rainforest. The paper
features the ongoing clearcut destruction of pnsune Greal
Bear arcas by major logging compamies and spelied out our
goal of protecting all of Great Bear Rainforest’s pristine
valleys and ecologically significant habitats. We were
womed aboul the *“Lands and Resources Management Plan”™
(LRMP) ininiated by government for the “middle” part al Lhe
Great Bear Rainforest in 1998, We knew it would ulnmately
lead, as ssmular processes have in other parts of B.C., 1o only
parial, fragmentary protection of the area

In a concened effort to more broadly raise the profile and
public support for protecting all of the Great Bear
Rainforest, WCWC printed 150,000 copies of the new
newspaper and distnbuted them to every small COmmumiy
on the coast, to politicians in Ouwawa and Victonia, Lo our
members and supporters across Canada and (o environment
groups in the U.S., Japan and Europe. We also used this
paper to establish a new “grassroots distribution network”™
of over 100 individuals and local environment groups who
have pledged to distnbute WCWC papers on an ongoing
basis in their home communities,

Convention|

In the fall of 1999 we continued our public mobulization
effors with the production and pnnting of 60,000 Great
Bear Rainforest J-pan “opinion poll™ mailers, We found
these mailers really worked on other issues (for example,
over 10,000 mailers were sent to the B.C. Premier's office—
and we figure & sumilar aumber 10 Prime Minister
Chretien-—in suppon of establishing a Stoltmann Nationl
Purk Reserve)

In Toronio we hired a University student, Aunta Withers, 10
expand the outreach effons of our door-to-door canvas and
use student networks 1o distnbute both our Great Bear paper &
and }-pan malers. Aunta 1S now working on a consumer's N
guide for Torontonians, to help them idennfy which wood
products are “good” or “bad”™ based on thewr connection (o
rainforest destruction. WOWC has seen, especially in the
Clayoquot Campaign, the compelling effect of consumers

leting corporatons know they won t be party to the logging ,‘f
of precious oldgrowth forests. WCWC wall continue to
suppart the “market campaigns ™ ol environment groups in J
the U.S. and Europe, especially by hosting delegations of
wood product purchasers, poliicians and media—taking J.
them (o see the clearcul mess and the threatened rinforest '
glory of the Stoltmann Wilderness (the southernmost tip of

the Ureal Bear Rainforest).

Over the year 2000 WCWC will also work with other
environment groups and with First Nations 1o map out a fall
“Conservation Vision™ for the Great Bear Rainforest—a

network of proposed protected areas including Provincial or |
Federal Parks, Tnbal Parks, gnzzly sanctuanes and salmon :
sanctuanes. John Richardson, a law student, has joined |
WOCWC on a shon term contract 10 help produce this vision |
paper as well as a legal handbook for First Nations people |
living along the coast to help them in their efforts to protect |
their temitones from illegal activities such as tree poaching, !
bear poaching and illegal fishing. :

|
[he public pressure to save the Great Bear Rainforest must 1
cononue to build. The big companies are trying to look good
by gainung phony eco-cerufication for their barely-changed ;
clearcutting and by extending temporary moratoriums on 3
some pristine valleys in the Great Bear, no doubt hoping that %
the environmentalists” campaigns will sputter out and a very
pro-industnal-development government will soon get elected
in B.C. These companies have not yet given up their plansto
log most of the remmming Great Bear Rainforest’s remaiung
intact valleys. Conservationists must increase their efforts
on all fronts to succeed!

What to know more? Contact us and ask for this Wilderness
Lommiiee ree education repor

CANADA'S GREAT BEAR RAINFOREST

vol. 18, No. | 1999 Special Edition co-published

wiLh the Raincoast Conservation Society

Urder a copy of the Great Bear Rainforest book by lan and
Karen McAllister — see details on the back page.

Uon't forget our web page: www wildemesscommuittee.org

Anclent redcedar tree, estimated lo be 1,300 years old

on Hanson Island, where local First Nations are fighting
Timberwest's plans to log the area. -
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- WCWC VICTORIA celebrates a win in helping raise the money

Ta

In August of 1998, the Wilderness Committee’s Victoria
-Dapler joined forces with other local conservation
ETOUpS 1o fight for full protection of a Sea-10-Sea Green-
Blue Belt around Greater Victoria. Fully protected, it
mdh: 4 cmtmm “belt” of wild lands and marine
arcas linking existing parks from Salt Spring Island and
Cowichan Bay through the Sooke Hill Wilderness 10 East
Sooke Park on Juan de Fuca Strait.

The Sea-10-Sea Green-Blue Belt will forever preserve
viable habitat for the increasingly threatened native
plants and animals of the rapidly growing Greater
Victoria urban region. Over the last five years, WCWC
has published and widely distributed almost one-guarter
of a million copies of four educational newspapers and a
three-part opinion poll mailer about the Spoke Hills
Wilderness and the Sea-10-Sea Green-Blue Belt. The
campaign had already been successful in gaining
protection for about 75 percent of the area—the lands
that were already in public hands. What remains (o be
acquired (o complete the Bel is the acquisition of parcels
of private property—and that takes a lot of money!

Besides working with the Land Conservancy of British
Columbia to privately raise money, WCWC Victoria and
mi:uer member groups in the alliance have worked 1o
build the public support necessary to prompt the Capital
Regional District (CRD) to establish a Parks Acquisition
Fund through a special levy of about $10 per household
per year. Duning the fall 1999 municipal elections, MANY
of the CRD municipalities put this question (o non-
binding referendum. About 70 percent of the voters
backed the levyl The voters also elected councilors and
mayors who supporied the Sea-10-Sea Green-Blue Belt
and an expansion of the regional park system 1o keep
pace with the region’s growing population.

On Januoary 26, 2000 the new CRD board passed a
motion to establish an average $10 per household per
year levy, raising $18 million over the next 10 years to
g0 towards purchasing the needed parkland. It's a

great campaign victory—thanks to the active support
of all our members and supporters in the Greater

Victoria region!

Protecting the Walbran

In April of 1998, as part of our effort (o save Lhe last of
Vancouver Island’s ancient lemperale rainforesis,
WCWC officially opened its Upper Walbran Valley
Research Station and kicked off our campaign 10 proteci
the Upper Walbran Valley. We requested and received
permission from the Pacheedaht First Nation, whose
traditional territory includes the Walbran Valley.

Among the scientists who will ulilize the research stalion
15 University of Vicloria entomologist Neville
Winchester. His work in WCWC’s Upper Canopy
Research Station in the adjacent Carmanah Valley
resulted in the discovery of an estimated 300 to 500 new
insect species previously unknown (o science and helped
WCWC win park protection for the Upper Carmanah.

Less than one-half of the Walbran watershed is protecied.
This is not enough to fully conserve biodiversity.
Continued logging in the upper Walbran puts at nisk bird
species such as the northern goshawk and the marbled
murrelet, along with countless species of insecls.
Protection of the Upper Walbran is critical, given how
few fragments remain of the oldgrowth rainforest
ecosystem on southern Vancouver Island.

The Wilderness Committee’s Victoria office offers tours
into the Walbran 10 let people see the magnificence of the
oldgrowih forest and the devastaling Impacts nf clearcul
logging. This year WCWC's Viclona Chapter 18
intensifying ils campaign to save the whole Walbran
Valley and protect the remaining oldgrowth areas lefi out
by the CORE process (a regional protecied area process).
CORE led to only about 13 percent of Vancouver lsla.u.q
being protected. In all, less than 7 percent of the Island’s
ancient rainforests are currently conserved.

1999 Campaign Highlights

June WOCWC conducts Victoria streel-theatre-prolest
against the B.C. governmenl'’s proposed public
forestland give-away 1o MacMillan Bloedel.

July  Joint WCWC/Forest Action Network press
conference condemns logging by West Frascr
Ltd. in the Great Bear Rainforest.

| |
Fe o

Aug. WOCWC joins forces with the Valhalla
Wilderness Society (o demonstrate against the
privatization of B.C.'s provincial parks.

Sept. 'WCWC and Valhalla Wilderness Society mount
a “wldlife parade™ to the Victoria Legislature
where several “grizzlies” delivered 400 letters to
the Premier's office in support of the proposed
Stoltmann National Park Reserve. WCWC
holds another rally several weeks later o protest
the September 15, 1999 violent assaulis on
environmentalisis in the Stoltmann by Interfor
employees. WCWC organizes a rally against
the Weyerhaeuser takeover of MacBlo.

Oct. WCWC volunteers distribute 80,000 copies of
our Sea-1o-Sea Green-Blue Belt educational
paper and 3-part mailers in Grealer Victoria.

Nov. WOCWC mounts a rally for the Stoltmann
Wilderness, hauling our 1,150 year-old Douglas
fir slab to the Ministry of Forests headquarters
and to the steps of the B.C. Legislature.

Dec. WOWC presents a street thealer event entitled
“How the TimberWest Grinch Stole the Walbran
VYalley™ at Bastion Square.

2000 Campaign Plans
Hotspots Map:
WCWC will produce a Vancouver Island “hotspots™ map

of endangered wilderness mﬂiﬂdﬂm[w -
that need immediale proteclion in g Lhe Upper

Walbran, Klaskish, East, Nahmint, and Upper Schoen.
Vision Map

In consultation with conservation groups, First Nauons
and conservalion biologists, we will produce an updated
version of our 1993 Vancouver Island Conservation
Vision Map, which called for 40 percent of Vancouver
[sland 1o be protecied in order (o conse ve biodiversity.
Upper Walbran Research Project:

WCWC will inventory plants, upper canopy Organisms,
mammals. birds, fish, as well as oldgrowth tree age and
size in the Upper Walbran rainforest. We will
concentrate on forests in the proposed TimberWest and
Weyerhacuser cutblocks. We aim to build a scientific
case that the entire Walbran must be protected.

Stop Bad Logging on Private Lands Newspaper
WCWC Victoria will produce and distribule an
educational report about logging on private lands
(focusing on the Beaufort Range near Port Alberni) and
calling for much stricter environmental controls to
protect fish and wildlife,

WCWC VICTORIA GETS NEW
STOREFRONT OFFICE

After searching for several years, in January 2000 our
Victoria Wilderness Committee Chapler found a new
home. It had long outgrown its old office space. The

needed to expand the CRD’s park and trails system

N WCWC Victoria Wilderness supporters
ralse banners In support of preserving
the Upper Walbran Valley and Stoltmann
Wilderness at the 1998 opening of the
B.C. Legisiature ceremony hoping to
caich the Premier's attention and put
wilderness conservation back on the

| government’s agenda.

newly leased street-level storefront office, at 651 Johnson
Streel, 1S only a few blocks away from the old office on
View Street and more than three times the size.

By March 2000 our new Victoria storefront office will be
up and running—launched by a grand opening party that
all are invited to attend. The new place has enough room
for our retail store and storage, for volunteers to work on
projects and mailouts, our door-to-door canvass crew to
receive briefings, members to drop in and our
campaigners to get all their work done!

New Staff at Victoria WCWC
Alison Spriggs, who joined WCWC's Victoria Chapter
as a door-lo-door canvasser in 1991 and ran the Victona
office since 1993, left WCWC 1n 1999 to work for the
Land Conservancy of B.C., where she is helping raise
money (o purchase pnvate lands to complete the Sea-lo-
Sea Green-Blue Belt. She 1s greatly missed, but not lost
to the cause! We continue to work closely together.

Ken Wu and Selena Laundne have assumed the duties
carried out by Alison. Ken began working for WCWC in
Vancouver in 1993 as a canvasser. He began working as
a full time campaigner in Victoria in June 1999. Selena,
who has been the office manager in Vicioria since the
beginning of 1999, began her career with the Wilderness
Committec in 1994 as a salesperson and then as store
manager in WCWC’s Gastown store in Vancouver.
Diona Davies, who canvassed for WCWC in Vicloria for
two years, is our new Victoria Canvass Director and
Campaign Intern. Together, Ken, Selena and Diona form
a young, dedicated and energetic feam keen to intensify
their campaigns to protect a lot more wilderness on
Vancouver Island.

WILD SALMO
DONT DO DU

.-"- ___.--'-""-_H_F

WCWC Victoria campalgned with this message and

several Victorian restaurants now serve only wild Salmon.

Thanks for supporting our
efforts to save Vancouver

Island Wildemess!

WCWC’s Victoria Chapter is dependent on funds raised
by our door-to-door canvass and mailouls 1o members.
We also depend on and are grateful for all the volunteers,
who are indispensable 10 our ongoing work (o protect
wilderness and wildlife. With all this support we are
ultimately bound Lo succeed!

WCWC Victoria Chapter’s new Storefront Office:

651 Johnson Street, Victoria BC VEW 1M7
Tel: 250-388-9292  Fax: 250-388-9223

S R

How the TimberWest Grinch stole the Walbran Valley—a
street-play put on by WCWC Victoria in December 1999.

Email: welvic@island.net
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SOME OF THE WILDERNESS COMMITTEE’S ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS 1997—1999@ _

With permisaion from the B.C. Forest Service, a WCWC volunteer Pleces of stump's slab are reassembled at WCWC office and allo i
chalnsaws off the stump's top 10 em. Volunteers number and carry the slowly dry out In an unheated room from D ber. 1997 until
pleces to a walting pick-up truck, driving them to WCWC's Vancouver September 1998. The slab was then sliced in half with a band saw,

headquarters In December, 1997 where “slabble” is reassembled. producing two thinner slabsa.
’ r ng WCWC activists dispiay siab during Stoltmann protest st

Volunteer counts stump's growth rings - i | S . Tony Briggs, WCWC volunteer, using a floor sander,
In 1997, estimating it at 1,060 years old. In ! . ] R : BT . begins preparing slab for display — September 1998.
1 October, 1999 a UBC dendrochronogist - A N NS . e N
officially dates tree at 1,158 years old! TP AN X b ; ; : S ——— i —~ \1‘(
|
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Stump of an anclent Douglas fir left by interfor loggers
who cut the tree down In the upper Elaho Valley of the
proposed Stoltmann National Park in July, 1997.

Director Mike Glidersleeve welcomes members to
WCWC's Annual General Meeting — September 1999.

i conducts “Council of All Beings® in the Stoltmann — June ey & - e N

& 1999. Thirty people attend and experience “deep ecology. | .~ WCWC Director and regular daytime volunteer for many
"'_H - - . years, Alice Eaton |s honored with "Outstanding

: R ‘ : Volurteer” award at WCWC AGM — September 1998,

; 'ﬁ ! ._: .-‘E-L-' : :'. : - = ;"‘ -\-.- 1 e % T 1- : \ .-.I i | = _..'_I'. ‘% ks wagl, A o . : | . -' .:L ) - 3 W
WCWC’s “Millennial Tree Camp”, Upper Elaho ' R : P . v Al : '
Valley, Stoitmann Wildemess — August 1999, R ) 6 - SRR . B Dr. Neville Winchester climbs Douglas fir
. 3 . & ' . . AR L . 3 n n ; in the Stoitmann to sampie canopy Insect In June, 1999 over a thousand concaimed cilizens ®

Iite — September 1998, Results pending. sald NO to privatizing B.C.'s public forests. The ? A dmittance by

government listened and In September gave cash
instead of land to compensate MacBlo for logging -
rights given up to make new parks. Perm’t Only ——
WCWC educational reports stacked In our new

TRESPASSERS WILL BE PROSECUTED [ 30 Water o ol e atriaston.  Aprd 1096,

Happy WCWC “tree-hugging” volunieer assisis in Millennial Tree Camp research In the
threatened Elaho Valley of the proposaed Stoltmann National Park — September 1999.

1999. WCWC belleves
that killing these sentient

WCWC volunteers pack In ng

timbers, Stoltmann Wiiderneas Hiking Trall in the -

Upper Elsho Valley — August 1998. WCWC charters the Rose Bay, skippered by long time volunteer Cralg Delahunt, to protest  Joe Foy takes photo of massive Douglas fir In the Lower — a
the ecologically destructive roe herring fishery in Georgla Stralt — March 1999. WCWC Seymour — September 1998. A WCWC campaign lead 1
belleves there should be a 5 year moratorium to let herring stock, especially resident stock, to this area's land use status being changed from Siska First Nation peopie rally on B.C. Supreme Court steps to try to save
rebulld. Present blomass Is hall of what it was before commercial fisherles. “Demonstration Forest” to “Conservation Reserve.” thelr valley from J.S. Jones Timber Co. chainsaws — October 1999.




The Sad State of Alberta Wilderness

- by Gray Jones, Executive Direcior — Aberta Branch

The state of wilderness conservation in Alber is
deplorabie. Here, trans-national corporations nle, and
people are proad of ! World- fumous wnlderness areas,
h&ilcpmm“nbdumdnduduhvdnpudhrm
oil, gas, mining and forestry companics. And now, it sppears
that the Albena Government will soon allow logging 1o

A lawyer who works with WCWC's Alberts Branch (old us
she feels that trans-national corperations have become the
de facee governance of Alberts Crows Lands. These
inchade corporations like the gisnt Al-Pac/Mitsubais,
owoers of the world’s largest pulp mll in Athabasca. Al-
Pac/Mitsubishi has a fwenty-year Forest Management
Agreement Over & culting arca the sire of France.
Government rules allow them to police and monitor thesr
o activilies.

All of Alberta's Wilderners Acty, including the Fillmore
Wildermexs Act, are currently scheduled 10 bo repisced with a
proposed Alberia Heritage Act. This Act reduces and in
most cases ehminates protection for Alberta's formerly
designated “Special Places and Wilderness Arcas™. 1f thus
Act passes, areas like the ‘protected” Willmore Wilderness
will be candidates for logging and oil and gas development.

Ouatmde of our National Parks, which protect aboat seven
percent of Alberta (mostly in the Rocky Mountains), only
shout four percent of Alberta is provincially protected
wilderness. This i3 toally inadequate and contravenes the
International Biodiversiny Comvention, which Canada signed
on Docember 4, 1992,

Alberta faces far too many ecologically-devastaning
development projects, including a $26 hillion tar sands
expansion project, major pipeline, o and gas well
developments and allocanon of virually all of our oative
forests Lo trans-palional companies to clearcul log. Ths
translates into contimuing fragmentation and destruction of
our Alberta wildeness hentage. Species like the gnaziy bear
and woodland canbou are mpidly being dnven oo
extinction as their habirm becomes degraded and destroyed.
Ower the last foew years |'ve antended masy mocungs beid by
local residents opposed 10 the industnal destruction of their
regional wilderness areas including the Willmore Wilderness
and the West Country. These meetings were atiended not only
by enviroamentalists but also by lawyers, sciennbsts and even
Alberta government employees. Most of these people are now
willing to stand up and defend Alberta wilderness. Five years
ago oaly environmentalists anended these meetings. Change
IS COMUng,

For years, the Alberta Branch of WCWC has successfully
defended Alberta's remarkable “Islend in the Sky™—ihe
Caribou Mountzins Plstesu—from development. The oil and
gas industry has pulled out and the Linle Red River Cree
Naboo is vehemently opposing &n open-pil Gamond mimng
scheme that would destroy the hydrology and delicate
ecology of tus hehen-nch, roadless refugram for Alberta’s
endangered woodland canbou. Ths 1solated plateau, also
home to wolves, wood warblers and a bost of other species,
could become a world class destination for eco-townsts iof 1
was protected a5 & mibally managed park. We wall conhinue
to push for park protection of this unique and fragile arca.
This year we plan to develop a proposal (0 create & tmbally
managed National Park for the Caribou Mountains Platesu.
This Tribal Park would protect unique natural feanmres,
inchuding floating fens and endemic lichen species, and
could form the core for a U.N. Biosphere Reserve,

F {||'.||Ir|

Aher years of protests, the Aberta Governman! drastically
reduces the number of grizzly bear hunting licenses i
Bsues. But WCWC Aberta fights on for a total ban
WCWC's Alberta Branch continues Lo be a leader in
calling for an end to0 Alberta’s barbanc spnng grnuly bunt.
Two years ago two-thirds of the grzzhies killed were
female, even though the killing of females is restricted.
Most of the public and media, including conservahive
media like the Edmonton Jourmal, have joined us in calling
for an end 10 the gnzzly bunt.

Recently WCWC Alberta leamed through a government
source that only 12 grizzly bunting liceases will be granied
in the year 2000, We count this a small victory for the
Wildemness Commuiice and for all Alberians who love wild
mature. But it's oot yet good enough. Next year we believe
we can end the gnzzly bear bunt compictcly.

Two years ago. we launched our Boreal Climsie Campaign
wilh the publication of Whe Will Take Global Warming
Seriously...and help protect the Earth sy vast and
valnerable boreal forests? This educationsl paper was
praised by scademucs across Norh Amencs and it has
opened Lthe doar for me to speak at several conferences. A
few copies are lefi. Wnite or call and we wll s=od you one.

We are producing a him on ClImale Coange eniied,
FOREST OF FIRE AND ICE: CLIMATE CHANGE IN
THE BOREAL FOREST. Wilh your generous suppar,
we'll soon complete this much-needed educanonal flm.

Also in 1999 we lmmnchad perhaps our most ceative
campaign 10 date, our INTERNATIONAL FLYWAY
CAMPAIGN. We propose 10 protect npanan arcas and coves
of oldgrowth boreal forest and oldgrowth-covered miands
along the Athabasca and Peace River systems, throaghout
Alberta (o Lhe Peace River delra in Wood Baffalo Nabonal
Park This Flyway Park would help protect the boreal forest
breeding and nesting habitats of the oy neo-tropscal migrant
wood warblers, the “champagne of songherds™.

Twenty-six vanetics of wood warblers are found in Alberta,
including the orange and biack plumed Blackburman
warbler and g profusion of yellos, blue, and emerald
vanations found in species of other families of warblers.
The wood warblers® united songs tum the rather somber
landscape of our norihern boreal fonest inlo & summer

WCWC Surrey-White Rock Chapter

Annual Birdathons a Big Success

= Chapter news update by Liz Walker

WCWC's Surrey-White Rock Chapter is run entirely by
volunteers and is remarkably active. We focus mainly on local
issues and host slideshows and other public events to help
educate and inspire the fxmilies in our area to care shout wild
places. For the last five years we have hosted an annual
Surrey Eanth Dary. [t has been heid for the Lest few years st
Camp Kwonais on 8 Saturdsy close to April 22. It's a greal
family event. Call s for information sbout Earth Day 2000!

Every spring our Chapter hosts a Birdsthon—an outdoor
event for students that helps them leam about how to

raised in our 1999 Birdathon enabled us (0 purchase enough

copies of Exploring Evtuaries and Wondrows Wetlandy—a
144-page teacher’s resource guide—to give a copy L0 every
clementary school in our area. We hope this excellent guide
will help local students, teachers and parents become
fumiliar with the estusnes and wellands of our regpon.
WCWC’s Surrey-White Rock Chapter welcomes new
members. 1f you live in our arca, wand to anend any of our
mectings or cvents, or would like to help, just call!

WCWC White Rock Chapler and Green Line
c/o IMBI-66A Ave., Surrey, BC VAW 1BS

Phooe/Fax: 604-591-7899

like tropical-sounding chorus. In the coming year
e will finalize a map of eritical boreal bird habitats that

necd protoction.

Last year we recruited & new campaign assistant and office

i ng himsell o be
manager, Larry Phillips, and he 15 provi
hoth creative and energetic. Last year our senics CANVASSCT

Ted Folkman, passed away, We miss Ted, who was 8 greal
arnhassadar (or Alberta wilderness preservalion

All is not doom and gloom in Albers. There is hope became
mone and more Albmun.wrmh.nwtn:n:mujwp

Poisonous SO, gas emitted during flaring from sour gas
wells polson people, wildilfe and wildeness. WCWC
demands an end this barbaric preciice. Technological
solutions exist but they cost money and the greedy
Alberta oll and gas industry refuses 1o implement them.

learming curve, are speaking oul 1n Alberta cinies and nural
communities in defense of Alberta wildeness and beniage. i
We have fuith that ths grassroots swell of support will
transiste in the near future into incressed protecuon of
Albena wildemess because the people of Alberta demand i

I
With increased membership, donor and volunteer Buppoft, E
and our “no compromise™ stance and refusal to be bought £
off by industry and government granis, we are becoming
the most vocal and powerful wildemess preservahon
organizanon in Alberta. Thank you (0 all oor supponemns.
You are our comersione. We umvile yoo thas year 1o become
even more active wilh us 10 our campai gna!

S Sl

WCWC Alberta Branch:

310-10168 100A St Edmonton, AB TSJ 0R6
Tel: 708-420-1001 Fax: 708-420-1475

E-mail: wewcahdajweb.net
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Chapter is run entirely by volunteers. We
~ focus on public education through “lssue Night”

# 5y
§ P

~ ayear, Nomble shows in 1998-1999 included lan and Karen
~ MgcAllister's Great Bear Rainforest slideshow, Graham

- Osborme's Raigforest shdeshow and David Ellis's

- presentation Caring for Herring. We've held events in
in Port Alberny, 50 that our public education programs are
accessible region-wide!

Two percent Is not enough fo protect

Ecosystem (ragmentation presents a senous threal to
maintaining natural heodiversity, wildlife migration and
gene pool diversity in the Nanaimo Lowlands, which
extonds along the east coast of Vancouver Island from
Campbell River to Sooke. A recently released report by
Environment Canada, Sensinve Ecosystems Imventory
Project for East Fancouver Island and the Gulf Islands.
states that less than 8 percent of thal study area remains in
a relatively natural condition. The rest is substannally
degraded by industrial and urban development, hahitat
fragmentation and introduced species.

Options to protect natural areas and wildlife comdors are
hampered by the fact that almost all the lands on southeast
Vancouver Island are pnvaiely owned. They were eniginally
granted to the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway Company
by the B.C. government in 1884. Most of these lands were
eventually acquired by logeing companies such as
MacMillan Bloedel and TumberWest.

There are many examples where logging on pnvate lands,
which is free of many government restrictions such as the
Forest Practices Code, has greatly compromused
conservationists' objectives. In one case that WCWC's
Mid-Island Chapter has followed, TimberWest acquired a
parcel of private 1and and proceeded with logging &
pnstine trail corndor. The trail, hiked by thousands of
locals and tourists annually, begins at the Alberm
Highway beside Cathedral Lake, just 8 few kilometers
from the world-famous Cathedral Grove (MacMillan
Park). Up the trail on the mountain side, the awesome
feeling of hiking through a tranguul oldgrowth forest of
§00-or-more-year-old Douglas firs has been replaced by
the shock of finding yourself in a sea of 800-year-old
stumps. This steep and rugged tral comdor was
helicopier-logged by TimberWest 1n 1998, over the
vociferous objections of hikers and conscrvalion groups.

We have learned that the lands that remain in public hands
(Crown lands) are very prectous. They are our best chance
(o protect natural remnants of the endangered h{a.mumu
Lowland ecosystem. Currently only 2 percent of this eco-
region is protected!

Flying in the face of conscrvation ﬂﬂhl"!.h., in !"ﬂ? the B.C.
NDP Government mandated a Crown Corporation
(renamed British Columbia Assets and Land Corporation in
1998) to raise government revenues by selling off Crown
Lands, specifically along the €ast Coasl of Vancouver Island.
A listing of Crown land for sale is avauable on the
following government website: elp.gOV.DC.C

iclisLhtm

Government liquidation of our Crown lands within the
Qualicum Municipality alone has raised £900,000. Some
of the properties sold by Lthe governmen| were on local
wrails that were being well used by the public! This is
unconscionable, especially given the growih in eco-
tourism and the crowded condition of our regional parks!
The money already raised must be applied 1o pu;u:has::
the rest of the Brown Property, a Stanley Puk-l;kc
Douglas fir “oldgrowth forested island” in Qualicum
Beach. The option o purchase expires May 1, 2000 and
if it is not bought now, the price 18 expected 10 quadruple.

The short term gain by selling (mostly for clearcutting and
mmml}ﬂﬂ&wmmmgﬁiﬂﬂmiﬁ_dm
&mmmmmmmmﬁmmmﬂc
compared 1o what is being lost. These lands would betier
serve the public as protected parks and green Space.

The Wilderness Committee’s Mid-Island Chapter is

dedicated to long-term protection of the Nanaimo

Lowlands ecosystem. We believe that:

¢ The Nanaimo Lowlands Ecosection is endangered
and under-represented in the province's protected
area system.
The wisest and best use of Crown lands within or
buffering the Nanaimo Lowlands Ecosection is new
parks or protecied areas.
The B.C. Government must stop selling Crown lands
in the Nanaimo Lowland region,
Government must immediately establish a “no net
loss of Crown lands™ policy for the Nanaimo
Lowland Ecosection. Revenues derived from the sale
of Crown lands in this area to date must be applied
to the public purchase of ecologically significant
lands already identified as needing protection, such
as the Brown Property in Qualicum Beach and the
Ballenas-Winchelsea Island group near Nanoose.
The Forest Practices Code that applies to Crown land
(although in need of strengthening) must, at
minimum, be applied to all private forest lands.

Our Wilderness Commuttee Mid-Island Branch is deeply
involved in local land, forest and watershed protection
issucs. We are concerned about our diminishing salmon,
clearcutting of forests, over-crowding of parks and the
sustainability of our communities and ecosysiem. We are
always looking for more volunteers (o help with posters,
phoning and special events, especially in the Duncan,
Ladysmith, Port Alberni and Campbell River areas. The
Mid-Island Chapter is a completely voluntary
organization and depends on i1ts members and volunteers
to gel its work done.

VANCOUVER ISLAND CHAPTER CHAMPIONS LOCAL PARK CREATION

Popular hiking trall to Mount Arrowsmith logged over by
Insensitive private land owner TimberWest

WCWC Mid-Island Chapter

PO Box 422 Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 159
T: (250) 716-9292 or (250) 752-6585

Email wewcgh@nanaimo.ark.com
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Pitt River Saimon Runs in Danger

The Pitt River, a tributary of the Fraser, is the best wild coho
salmon niver left in the Lower Mainland. A proposal to put
a huge gravel mine in the Pit Valley has everyone,
including WCWC, up in arms. The Pitt River supports
uﬂﬂmd'mhnlndmhwm“mllunmm
rainbow trout and Dolly Varden char. There are well
grounded fears that the proposed 30 hectare open-pit gravel
mine in the headwaters of a small tributary of the Pitt River,
an important spawning and rearing ground for coho salmon,
would generate so much erosion and silt that it would be the
death of one of the last remaining healthy runs of coho
salmon in the Lower Mainland. WCWC, Katne First
Nation, Burke Mountain Naturalists, Steelhead Society,
Sierra Legal Defense Fund and others are commutted (o
stopping the mine before it gets started. So far the B.C.
government, despite strong objections from the Department
of Federal Fisheries, has not halted this ecologically
disastrous project.
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Rainshadow Wilderness Areas
MUST BE PROTECTED
The still-wild valleys and alpine ndges of the dry castern
slope of the southern Coast Mountain Range in the Lytton-
Lillooet-Gold Bridge region of B.C. are known collectively
as the Rainshadow Wilderness Arcas. All of these areas,
mcuding the spectacular Southern Chilcotns, the Siska
Valley, Cayoosh Range and Bendor Range, are endangered
by mdustrial logging, and at least one (the waldlife-rich
Cayoosh Range) is threatened by a mega-ski-city
development proposed for Melvin Creek.

The B.C. govemment is currently concluding a land use
planning process for the region. WCWC's posiion, which 1t
has presented to the current B.C. government land use
planning process in the region, is that at least 40 percent of
this area must be protected to safeguard the ecosystem’'s
Grizzly bears, mountain goats and other wild creatures as
well as the region’s growing ecotounism-based economy

In 1999 WCWC helped fund a scientific study of the
Ramshadow Wildemess area by bear biologist Wayne
McCrory, who concluded that the grnizzly bears wall go
extinct in the area if the cumrent pace of logging m this
already heavily overcut region contmues.

To leam more and o Aind out how you can help, order
WCWC's free Educational Report Vol. 17 No. 5 published in

1998, To be preserved? To be pillaged? Act now o save
B.C's Rainshadow Wilderness.

Much of the Ralnshadow wildemess areas is beautiful
alpine plateau. Intact low elevation forests are rare and

critically needed by wildlife and must be protected.

by e . 4
W t : .
Ly B -':-

AL
L5 | .

‘I

Record tree expert Dr. Robert Van Pelt and assistant
posing by the world's biggest western hemiock that
was verified by their laser tech based measurements.

Siska Nation Defends Siska Valley

In 1994 the Wilderness Committee was asked by the Chief
and Council of the Siska First Nation to help them defend
their wildemness valley from timber company J.S. Jones of
Boston Bar, B.C. Qur first project was to help publish and
distribute their Siska Valley Tribal Park Declararion that
declares their 6,000 hectare valley off-limits to logging and
road building. We also commissioned a study by
professional biologist Wayne McCrory that revealed that
the Siska Valley is critical gnizzly bear habitat

Unfortunately, m 1998, J.S. Jones Tumber Company
ignored the Tribal Park Declaration and the wishes of the
Siska people and blasted a logging road over a 2,000 meter
high pass into the valley. In 1999, the Siska people set up a
tent camp at the head of the new logging road in an effort

to keep the loggers out of their valley. However, 1. S. Jones
got a court mjunction ordering the Siska off the road and
succeeded in logging two clearcuts in the valley in 1999, In
2000 the Wildermness Committee will be working closely
with the Siska First Nation to help protect their valley and
ensure that no further clearcut destruction takes place.
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Endangered Species was signed, 23 years since Canada
established the Committee On the Status of Endangered
Wildlife In Canada (COSEWIC) to scientifically assess and
Canada ratified the Intermational Biodiversity Convention.
It’s been nearly five years since WCWC co-published, with
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largest Western Hemlock found by WCWC. researcher

In the search to find and re-measure a vVery large western
hemlock documented years ago by e late Randy
Stoltmann, WCWC big tree rescarcher Ralph Kelman
discovered an even bigger hemlock, Growing in the Upper
Lynn Valley Regional Park near Vancouver, the tree
Kelman found in the fall of 1999 has a circumference of

9.54 meters (an impressive 10 feet in diameter).

Dr. Robert Van Pelt, a University of Washington lecturer
and head of the Washington State Big Tree Program, hiked
in and, using laser technology, measured the tree. He
determined that it was the largest known westerm hemlock
in the world, eclipsing the cunient record holder in
Washington State by three feet m circumference! Kelman's
tree, although it has a broken top, is healthy and towers 150
feet—as high as a 15 story building.

Recently, the B.C. Conservation Data Center assumed
responsibility for the registry of record-sized and record-
aged native trecs in B.C. that was originally started and
maintained by the late Randy Stoltmann. For mformaton
about how to check for record trees check their web site:
werw.elp.gov.beea/rib/wis/ede/treenom.him
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Elphinstone Park & Forest Campaign
B.C.'s Sunshine Coast has less than one percent of its low
elevation oldgrowth forests left. The recent big parks that
WCWC and local groups fought to get in the region, the
Caren and Tetrahedron, are in the high country. In 2000,
WCWC is launching a campaign to assist local
conservationists establish a 1500 hectare park on the low
elevation slopes of Mount Elphinstone,

While most of the proposed park area has matunng second
growth, it also has pockets of oldgrowth. This area, noted
for having the highest biodiversity of fungi in Vancouver's
Lower Mainland, was overlooked except for two tiny parks
in the last round of provincial park making. Local cihzens
are also advocating a large sustainably-managed
commumty forest around the proposed Elphinstone Park.

Canada Endangered Wilderness Calendar to Canada’
specics atrisk (call us at 1-800-661-9453 for extra copies
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Tiger Trust India & WCWC work together to help
protect wild tigers in India

For the laxi three years the Wilderness Committee has been
working with Tiger Trast India 10 help mve the endangenad
tiger in India. This work has been supparied by the .
Canadian International Development Agency iL'ID.M.

The aim of WCWOC=Tiger Trust India's Save-rhe- Tiger
paroership program s ko condoct public education and
commun ity-based on-the- ground projects in India (o help
ensure that the Indian tiger continues o survive in its
natural environment. We chose (0 focus our work on the
Bengal Lger bocause we believe it's the most “mave-able”™ of
the five Liger subspecics thal survive loday. At a death rate
of 300 1o <00 1igers a year (rom a remaining population
base estimated to be only 2,000 10 3,000, only heroic
conservalion measures will save Lhese ligers trom gnng
exuncl in the wald

A3 wilh most endan gered and threatensd species, Lhe
Bengal liger faces the dual threats of direct killing and
kalaml loss. Direct killin . .IJlT'rﬂ.rg_h !J.]rg:.], if carreed onal
by poachers paid 10 supply Lger bones and organs 1o Lhe
Chinese, Japancse and Korean traditional medicine
markets. In December, 1999, a poacher near Bandhavgarh
Naponal Park was also caught wath liger skin, which
shocked conservalonsts who thought Uhe trade in Lger
skins had stopped! Local wvillagers also kll ugers 1o prevent
loss of their cafile by Liger predation

The loss of tiger hatuial is also of grave concern. As large
predators, tigers need large narural areas with an abundance
of prey 10 survive. Not esough tiger habital is proteciad, and
cven arcas in the tiger reserves and parks are subject 10
problems such as poaching of Lger prey. Habial threats also
include mining, logging of the forests for fuslwood and
Over-granng by (ree-manging canle and poats of the habiial
needed by Liger prey species. There are an estimated 300
millioo catile in India! For cach of these problems there are
long and short-term solubons.

Shart-ierm solunons inciude strengthening law enforcement
10 combai posching and rasng the Tiger Reserve entrunce
fees paid by international tourists so thal compensalion can
be offered to villagers near the reserves who lose cattle 1o
ligers. The long-lerm solutions must include increasing the
ways that local people can economically benefil from tger-
related tourism, providing alternatives such as solar cookers
lo reduce Lhe demand for fuelwood, and motivating the
neople who live near liger reserves (o become liger
conservationists. It must also include reductions in the
inlerpational demand for traditional tiger medicines and
Liger skins.

Highlights of WCWC & Tiger Trust
India's 1999 Tiger Campaign Activities

Al the beginning of 1999, WCWC's Tiger Campaigner,
Anthony Marm, together with several WCWC volunieers,
spent scveral months in India working walh Tiger Trust
India staif on several joini projects. WOWC ook along its
giani 40 foot long, 16 foot high inflatable uger cub
(originally created for WCWC's first Save-the-Tiger Walk
:n Vancouver in 1997). Schoal children in India dubbed the
cub Bara Bacha (big baby). Bara Bacha was a big hit with
1,000 students in 10 different Indian schools and al several
conferences, incloding an India-wide Rotary Club
Conference. It succeeded in receiving wide media COVErage,
highlighting the cause ol protecung India’s tiger.

The biggest Bara Bacha cvenl was 3 “Love-1be Tiger
Walk”™ from the Delhi Zoo 1o the headquaniers of Profect
Tiger. a governm<nl program (o protect ligers. Children,
singing a “Save-lhe-Tiger™ song. paraded through busy
thoroughfares and made national news!

Tiger Trust and WCWC also spenl scveral weeks travelling
o villages around Kanha and Bandhavgarh [iger reserves,

meeling with local people (o inlroduce and lest the use of

solar ovens as an alternative heal source to fuelwood for

cooKIng.

Tiger Trust India and WCWC staff worked with a local
carpenier 1o construct two large experimental solar cookers,
improving upon Lhe design of the small ones brought from
Canads One was & communal sized solar oven capable of
sitnul taneously cooking up 10 20 pots of rice or other waler-
based dishes. The other incorporated 8 shallow parabolic

School chilkdren carry
bannera at the “Love-
the-Tiger Walk™ held
on SL Valentine s
Dary, 1698 In Dalhl,
Indla. it was the first
annual walk held by
Tiger Trusi India and
made natlonal news In
Indila.

Tlgﬂlhlnlwnﬁlnth-pmm:hnullpu-:hﬂ near

Bandhavgarh National Park, December#99. Subsequently, local
police uncovered the tiger's bonea buried in the parik, highlighting

the need to Increase efforts to stop poaching.

mirror designed to heat a suspended hot plate for rying
The solar cookers were well received. Now Tiger

Trust is testing ovens, purchasing and distnbuling them

locally and developing a “solar™ cookbook for villagers' use.

In a scrics of meetings, local village leaders informed Tiger
Trust and WCWC about many concerns, including cattle
being killed by tigers and the lack of compensalion for such
losses. Village leaders supporied the idea of raising lger
reserve entrance fees for foreignens to a level comparable 1o
other countries where National Parks have rare and
endangered wildlife, provided the additional revenues are
kept and used locally. Currenlly, lourists are charged oaly
$2.50 per day to visil Lhe Liger reserves. Entrance fees for
wildlife parks are up 10 (en Limes higher elsewhere,

Additional money raised could be used not only to
compensate local villagers but also (o support park officials
in increasing their anti-poaching effors.

Over 300 people
participate n
WCWC s third
anmial Save-the-

#0 far, ralsing
over $10,000,

= TIGER'S EYES ARE VEEL%%HT

SAVE THE KINGDOM < DONT TAKEA #A' S ieeid

TIGERS LrS]
| THE F“EEST““”Hmmmm

Al

WCWC's large inflatabls Tiger
Cub, called “Bara Bacha™ (Big
Baby) In Indla, shown with
students and statf ot s girla’
school In Delhl, 1999. Pradesp
Sankhala, Director of Tiger Trust
Indla, |s kneeling In centre.

Demonstretion of solar cooker
ot Bandhavgarh kodge. Over
one-hail of Lhe food ot this
lodge |s now prepared using
solar cookera. In 1999, Tiger
Trust india purchased & dolen
solar cookers for villages near
the tiger reserve. TTI |s also
testing and producing a cook-
book fteaturing sdaptations of
traditional recipes to use this

tree-saving technology.

To belp ruise funds for our jounl campaign effort to save
India's tigers, for the last three years WCWC has anmaally
organized a “Save-the-Tiger Walk™ in Vancouver's Stanley
Park. [t always takes place on the third Saturday of October.
In 1998 heavy rains diminished attendance and s gust of
wind carried away Sara Bacha (although volunteers
rescuad it before it blew into the ocean!) 1999 was our most
sucoessful Save-the-Tiger Falk, with over 300 people
mﬁmﬂumﬂm!lﬂ.ﬂmﬁﬂﬁhwﬁ:“’ﬂk
wiubumndtdinnhumnhmtih:mdmnw

all endangered specics.

In September of 1999, Anthony Marr, who had been
WCWC's liger campalgner for three years, lefi WCWC to
start his own organization, Help Our Planet Earth (HOPE).
WOCWC has hired a new campaigner, Jacqueline Pruner,
who. in addifion 1o heading WCWC's CIDA-funded Saving
India's Endangered Tiger program, will take on other
WCWC campaigns (o0 help protect Canadian specics al nsk.
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A Store and Outreach Center of Our Very Own

In 1998, Wildemess Committee staff suspected they might soon be on the move
MIMM our storefront location at 20 Water Street where we had been in H
m for l‘ﬂ years was up for renewal and the new lease rafe was way (oo
high. We decided to pursue the purchase of a strata title store a block away, at
227 Abbott Street. Owning our own store meani no more arbitrary inmas&': n
rent’ We then found office space—with more room, skylights, windows, a great
amhcre and a Iqur reni—-iwo blocks away, at 341 Water Street, clu:;': to the
Skytrain/Seabus Terminal in upper Gastown. We moved in Seplember of 1998,

Keen (o get t!t.lj'.‘l in the purchase and interior completion of our “bare bones™
store, we mailed out an urgent appeal i our first ever “Capital Fundraising”™
dnve. Our members and supporters were tremendously generous! Danations and
offers to provide construction materials and free labor poured in. Here are some
photos of our beautiful new Wildemess Committee Store and Outreach Center
located in E’an_cmm*‘s historic Gastown at 227 Abbott Streel. Come and see us
when you are in Vancouver, We're very happy in our new offices. and very
proud of our store! There's lots to buy and loads of free information to pick up!

il

WCWC staff In front of store |ust after we purchased it In August
1998 and the “SOLD" sign went up!

View from the

X nce, with featu
88as0n cards on the left and salog cnr::ar on t::gﬂTt_
g

-

Beside our books about wilderness, our store features a new section with rare and out-of-print
wilderness coffee table books and hiking guides. Note, on the lower left wall, the slab from
Canada’s oldest known tree. This 1,835 year-old yellow cedar grew in the Sunshine Coast's
Caren Range untll loggers cut it down In the early 1990s. H Is a historic attraction that is growing
In notoriety as a Gastown tourist destination. We are hoping it will become more famous than

Gastown's Steam Clock!

nd), who MIWE: “'::
Volunteer Alice Eaton {in
and sent In by members from

Architect Marianne Enhorning (behl

with Director

View of the back of the store with the river of special stones In the
floor surrounded by siate. The free Information resource center is

on the left.

Above - The poster display rack ls festured prominently on
left. We belleve posters really heip save wildernessl
Left — A special bylaw variance was granted so that we
could hang our “oversized™ 10 year old “heritage™ sign.

WILDERNESS
COMMITTEE
STORE

683-2567




SPECIAL Book Sale! Wwewc wish List

Over the last 20 years Wildemess
Great Bear Rainforest: Committee members have provided
Canada's Forgotten Coast support for our wilderness-saving
This 144 page 10°x10* full-colour, hard-cover  work in a vanety of ways. In
coffee table book describes Karen and lan addition to donating time and
McAllister’s remarkable experiences in B.C.5 money, Supporters also provide
mid-coast Great Bear Rainforest — North equipment and tl:ihhﬂ]ngj' which
Amernica’s largest tract of ancient tlemperale aids us in our work. We appreciate
rainforest. This vast wilderness has Canada’s ,

: : this support and only ask that the
highest concentrations of grizzly bears, wolves it imirere Wi et condifnn 90
and wild salmon races. The photography 15 qupm gre |
stunning, the writing superb, its message that it r_m.'kf:suu.rwtﬂcmcr.nm
clear — this place is too precious to destroy more difficult.

$28.00 b Harbour Publishing ISBN 1-35017-166-6 @y mputers & mﬂ ; ::ll ai
Pentium 133 or faster, 32 MB RAM, ml “_
| GBhﬂﬂidn\l'E,zME video card R mm’t’m = 1 h.-r.zlii':.‘:r‘!:. '

Rainforest - (deskiop or laptop) act non-violently : : G “and

Anclent Realm Of The Pacific Northwest duy COURAGE m,mm
This 128 page 9*x11V2" beaunful hard-cover collee Colour SVGA monitors

table book features photos of the Pacific North- Digital camera ® Jobs and communities Mm

wests ancient forests taken by Graham Osbome, Training on MS Office, Ad l mmm
one of B.C.'s premier wilderness photographers e T
Graham is a biologist specializing tn large-formal ’ The '"“”m
landscape and wildlife photography. Rainforest Office E uinpment :
also features an inspiring text by world-famous Plain X I'a.t‘:nachﬂc{ﬂ Pﬂl.lc”l" 0" AIQIIIHI
author, ethnobotanist and explorer Wade Davis. ol 3 The WW m
by Greystone Books ISBN 1-55054-620-1 Speaker phone(s) for First Nations is tmlﬂﬁ g,
Filing cabinet(s) (8x14 and 16x20) mw mm UpPo ’_ e effort
. Shaped Cedars and Cedar Shaping Ergonomic chairs indigenous peoples 10 s thu 30 ﬁ'ﬁ T
= A Guidebook to Identifying, Documenting,  Book Shelves mﬂ"’ ‘l:lm‘ m"i"ﬂﬂ
Appreclating and Leamning from Culturally eve umm nihﬁ__ and title | __ :_.__ ition
Modified Trees Trail Equipment Jand and sea temitories are inalienable. We support ¢
This 159 page RU2*x11" soft-cover book with many Spﬂqhuw EIHEIE sade band radio cwrrent EI'EII}' Wmm & ;q
colour photos and illustrations takes you mnto the and First Nations wm n H[! ook
fascinating world of traditional abonginal forestry Used and new climbing m_ m]':ln the final inst and fir _' x
Author and anthropologist David Garmnck explains Good quality tarps, tenls, rangear, ﬂlllillﬂm ouirome—j Tr |
how cedars were shaped by a calture that sleeping bags, backpacks, camp sctleme g v
sustainably used their “wild™ forests for mullenma stoves, and fashhghts Traditional stewardship mm
and why this hentage must be preserved \iHo0 CarnEm t we can live in sustainable barman “_ !

P i 2 ¥ ||' '\i_ '|._
by WCIWC ISBN 1-595123-42-9 natural world. However, if First Nations adc

Event Eq.uipm_ant i -*uj- __ |

Megaphone and/or PA system mm“dmm - commercis R %

CALL 1-800-661-9453 TO ORDER THESE  Big screen. side projeciorts), whlmam or jointly-mans 3 sand |
AND OTHER PRODUCTS! CHROIVE I The T DS i WLl oper thees & ’.;m-.;_ £
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$29.95

Start a Wilderness-Saving Plan!

Every month the Wildemess Commitiee sends out an provincial and national parks, stop the logging of any

average of 85,000 educational newspapers on hot more pristine valleys in the Greal Bear Rainforest,
conservation issues. We answer 4,000 questions from  and..we could go on...the list is long!
the public, meet with concemed citizens, campaign To help us meet our campaign goals, we have sel

allies and politicians, produce educalional reports,
maps, posters and slideshows, and prepare for better-
weather activities like trailbuilding and wildermess-
reconnaissance expeditions. Every month we work
hard on each one of our wildiife and wildermess
saving campaigns—aimed at conserving Earth’s
magnificent biodiversity.

ourselves another goal: quadrupling the number of
Wildemess Committee monthly donors on our
Wilderness-Saving Plan. These specal
supporters of our work make small monthly donations
to our campaigns through an automatic withdrawal
from their chequing account or credit card. Building : i e i
this regular, dependable campaign support each o e

MMM _...“, m N

In 2000 the work of the Wildemess Committee will month allows us to completely focus on winning

not just continue...it will intensifyl We need a campaigns. We invite you to become part of this

passionalte last push to achieve the conservation important program. To join, or for more information,

goals of our Clayoquot Campaign. We must simply clip the coupon below and indicateyour | POLICY ON CIVIL DISOBE
galvanize support for our Stoltmann National Park interest in the Wilderness-Saving Plan.

proposal, save diminishing wild salmon stocks,
prompt government action to buy back Bums Bog,
stop the grizzly and spring bear hunts, stop logging In

.manh?m-ll e e : ' : h =g

r-----------------—--_-----—-—----—————---——.-.-.--.---———---------——---—---————1

|
| - L 9 - ; [ ]
i Yes! 1 win support protection for Canada’s threatened wilderness!
1 | would like to join with WCWC's 26,000 members and actively help | would like to support the Wilderness Committee’s wilderness- :
: save wilderness! Enclosed is my annual membership fee: saving work in the year 2000. Federal cher 2 1 .
! $30 Individual membership Here's my tax-deductible contribution of: i
! i
: $52 Sustaining-Family membership [ ] $25 [ ]sso [ | $100 || $500 [ | Other$ :
: :’m ;': Em“'"mw' H“d“n',' e ;md"mnm' 'H“‘”"‘r mmczm mw | | Please send me more info on your monthly Wilderness-Saving Plan. :
| gdemess wall calendar. Sustaining-Family members also receive a Canadian L
! Endangered Wikdemess Calendar. Memberships are not tax-deductide. NAME i
! B
: Please clip and return to the Western Canada Wilderness Committee ADDRESS WA
. (WCWC), 227 Abbott St., Vancouver, B.C., V6B 2K7 Canada 2
1 OR CITY PROVINCE 5
t ﬂm]ﬁnauddombyudltmdphmelwﬂﬁi -
: (683-8220 in B.C.'s Lower Mainland). POSTAL CODE PHONE
[

.
-_-----_---_-.—.------_-_----——-l---——------—---------—--—------------------



