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Majestic woodland caribou. Photo: Terry Parker.

2 woodland caribot: it a speciblie on Manitoba’s threatened caribou herds at increased risk
Tri Canadian wilderness, ranging from the from pTOposed de‘l--’elopments in the pristine...

wildlands of northern British Columbia all the b
way to Newfoundland. Caribou are known as an us t Shore Wl ldemess

indicator species — wherever there are healthy

L;irll‘mu [‘H}]HJLHIHIH, tlwru are vast dﬂd un[*rnf

ken boreal forests. But many of Canada’s caribou

populations are facing significant threats.
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Already, industrial development has frag-
mented and destroved too much habitat. In Mani-
rml‘*.i. ThL‘ }‘*I’H‘«.'lllk_'t;i] government estiumates Il“l.l[

half of the original woodland caribou population
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has disappeared from the landscape, largely due
to human disturbances. In Mayv 2000 the Mani-

roba eovernment released the Woodland Caribou
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Conservation Strategy, which stated that to main-
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government—spon growth torests supply the lichens caribou must have for their diet
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Stopping
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Half of Manitobd’s caribou alrea

ifty percent of Manitoba's woodland cari-
bou are already gone from the province's
boreal forest landscape, largely because of hu-
man developments such as clearcut logging,
mining, hydro dams, hydro line corridors and
extensive road networks which break and de-
stroy critical caribou habitats.

Clearcut logging i« the single largest
human caused threat to Canada’s boreal for-
ests and to the future of Manitoba's woodland
caribou. Clearcutting destroys the large, con-
tiguous tracts of old growth forests that the can-
bou require to obtain the lichens necessary to their
diet. Unfortunately, this critical caribou habitar is
comprised of the larger, old growth trees that log-
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“No woodland caribou bands have

ever survived a program of even
moderately intensive clearcutting in

: L o e
their vicinity.
Dr. W, O. Pruitt, Jr.— Professor & Senior Scholar
Departmenu of Zoology, Universiry of Manitoba
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food source for caribou, are extremely sensitive
to airborne contamination. Chemicals from the
air accumulate in the lichens, making them po-
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ging corporations like Tembec, a Quebec-based
multinational logging corporation, have a big ap-
petite for. Tembec's paper mill in Pine Falls cur-
rently consumes large forested sections in the
southern portion of the East Shore Wilderness (see
map far right). Sixty-two per cent of Nopiming
Provincial Park 1s in Tembec’s Forest Management
License Area. All the caribou ranges in Tembec's
cutting area have been assessed by the Manitoba
government, in their 2000 Woodland Caribou Con-
servation Strategy for Manitoba, as “high nisk” and
in need of protection.

Mining railings from smelters and air emis-
sions harm caribou habitat. Lichens, an essential

Pisew Falls (nght) is Manitoba's
second highest waterfall. The

surrounding caribou range in the
northern part of the East Shore is
considered by the Manitoba govern-
ment as “high-risk” and in need of

protection. Photo: Bill Granger.

Local First
Nations

The East Shore Wilderness Area is home to
sixteen First Nation communities which for thou-
sands of years have carried on a tradition of har-
moniously living alongside woodland caribou.
Securing the woodland caribou's future in the
East Shore Wilderness requires First Nations as-
sistance. Aboriginal expertise and traditional
knowledge related to the caribou within their tra-
ditional territones is essential to protection efforts.
Together, through meaningful consultation and
collaborative efforts, we can ensure the future sur-
vival of the woodland caribou.

Continued from cover story...

tentially harmful to canibou when digested. Min-
ing activities also negatively affect caribou if fa-
cilities are close o, or on, critical habitats such as
mineral licks, calving areas, travel corridors, ad

jacent habitats, or rutting areas.

Hydro transmission line corridors such as
the proposed BiPole 3 (see map far right) slice
through caribou range increasing access for ille-
and deer

gal hunting, predation by wolves,

(which are carriers of a parasitic brainworm that

nermanently al

is lethal to caribou). Hydro dams
ter and destroy caribou habitat by mass flooding.

Roads 1o logging operations, hydro dams,
and mining sites fragment critical caribou habi-

of hundreds of kilometres of roads before the Planning Iutiative 1s even complete. This proposed

road network would be

a disaster for the region’s woodland caribou, bringing in mew industrial

duwlnpnwnu and Increasing access for 1||L‘1::il hunting and for prnliltnrw such as wolves

How could this happen? Despite the ecological impe
protection of the caribou is not even being considered as

The Manitoba government is proposing the same br ind of
ut of areas such as Whiteshell and Dug

Shore that has already wiped woodland caribou «
provincial parks. Clearcut logging is allowes
[t's time for Manitoba to set a conservarti

its status as
protect woodland caribou by including 1t

Ihl‘ L.th\ll_l wWe must save't

conservation pariah. NDP Premier Doer must live up to his
as a key wi\}n tive in the East MNide Plannng Initiauve. 10 save

srtance of the East Shore as a caribou refuge,
a kev objective of the Planning Initiative
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The Canadian lynx's (left) preferred habitat is
the old growth boreal forests that are immi-
nently threatened by roads and industnal devel-
opments in the East Shore Wildermess

Photo: Don Sullivan.

The black-throated green warbler (below) is
a colourful songbird that nests in Canada’s
boreal forest. This distinctive bird inhabits larger
tracts of forest and tends to avoid disturbed or
edge habitats and small forest patches

Photo: Edgar T. Jones.

Source for proposed & existing developments: Manitoba Conservation Dept

Manitoba’s East Shore Wilderness

Pristine Wilderness Offers World Class Sanctuary for Woodland Caribou

Ah cording to the World Resources Institute
just 20 per cent of the earth’s forests remain

intact and undisturbed. Nearly 50 per cent of these
undisturbed forests are found in the boreal forests
of Canada, Russia, and Alaska

['he boreal forest is Earth's largest source ol
h’t'wh water and its vast forests are C« nsidered the
“northern lungs of the planet.” It is also the plan
l.'T1H l.ih_:l*ﬂ \lnult' Lllhl nl:nn:hnuw ol Ltirl*u'nn. AS
such, i p].nw an important part in IL'L'HI.IIIH_L:

Earth's climate.

' in Manitoba because | didn’t do

| anything when [ had an opportunity
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and a responsibility to do it.”
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' Premier Gary Doer Asgust 3, 200/
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da's boreal forest is the largest contiguous stretch
of wilderness left on earth. One of the most sig
nificant intact tracts in Canada’s boreal forest is
the 150,000 square kilometre East Shore Wilder
ness Area on the east side of Lake Winnipeg

Mhe Fast Shore is a mosaic of interconnected
wildlands, encompassing diverse tree species such
_as pine, spruce, poplar, an | birch, as well as inn
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forest habitat tor many wildlite species in
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 “I don’t want to lose the boreal forests

the woodland canibou
Ancient travelers of its intact ecologi-
A al tapestry, the woodland carnibou h.m
lived largelv undisturbed tor countless gen
crations in ']H' [ AS1 H}'IH‘TL [ ill.' ATCa Pro
\ h.it."'* CVCTLY II‘HHL* Wi u“.tlhl L .llll"t 10 IH'L'J,
including calving grounds and lichens, an
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[0 ensure the continued survival of
Manitoba's woodland caribou, Premier
Gary Doer has an obligation to honour
his personal commitment to ad
equately protect Manitoba’s boreal
forests. To meet this obligation, the
Wilderness Committee is pushing for
the t‘LHIHL'ILJl integnty ol the East
Shore to be fully protected through
a nerwork of large interconnected
parks, protected areas, wildlife re
serves. cultural heritage sites and
conservation restrictions on how in
dustrial development is allowed to
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are solutions for Manitoba’s

CARTIBOUR

he East Side Planning Initiative, with a stated ; N e
goal of “maintaining the ecological integ- 3
rity and biological functions of the boreal forest
within the planning area,” is the perfect oppor-
tunity to ensure the caribou’s survival in Mani-
toba for futurg genesations. And vet the Planning
[nitiative is currently proposing to give away land
for logging, mining, and hydro without conducting
studies that would provide critical information on
woodland caribou in the East Shore.

The Wilderness Committee has long advo-

&
e

cated for planning processes that are based on
sound scientific principles. To acheive this, the
provincial government must make provisions for

-
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the planning process to include: . e A e - s 2. 28

 Full protection of woodland caribouand * Thorough First Nations consultation must
its critical habitar as a key objective. take place, with consent required before pro-

* Funding for independently-sourced ceeding with any development.
scientific research which also incorpo- e An ecology-first approach in the East Shore
rates First Nations’ traditional knowl- Wilderness planning process.
edge, to determine the survival needs of e Absolutely NO road building and NO re-
all the East Shore caribou herds. source allocation before the entire planning

process, including scientific studies and

Public Support High for Caribou public consultation, is complete.
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In a recent poll by McAllister Opinion Research, Manitobans The Manigotagan
showed strong support for preserving caribou habitat on the River (left) is the
East Shore Wilderness Area. great divide between

+ 89% said Manitoba should make protection for the wood- | two “high risk
land caribou herds and their habitat a key objective of any caribou ranges.

East Side landuse plan _l.oggmg a_nd wildfires
_ in Nopiming

« 84% said protecting the animals, birds and unique species Provincial Park

like woodland caribou that live in the Manitoba East Side is | (right) and surrounding

more of a priority than economic development in this area. caribou habitat has

. QE | placed the Owl Lake
-+ 5% anid Mantobe-Shoulc protect the wood 'a“dca"m” | caribou herd at “high

fSK. - ACCOramyg 10
government
estimates, this herd has
decreased from approx. 200 In
the 1960s to 65-75 in 2000.

Photos: Don Sullivan.
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East Side Planning Initiative.

Premier of Manitoba
204-450 Broadway Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3C 0V8
Phone: (204) 945-3714

Email: premier@leg.gov.mb.ca
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YE s I want to help protect the wild caribou

@ of the East Shore Wilderness:

Here’s mv tax-deductible contribution to the

$7 5 550 $ 100 Other 9

\Kvil.ll"[l'[ll;'xh..l ommittee $30 Individual Membership $52 Family Membership
"d-l”lh*i?.l'ﬁ MTICH _ : . oo
2 - 70 Albert S ' Please send me information about Monthly Giving.
Winnipeg, MB
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| Your actions today
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Wilderness Committee’s campaign. Fred reg charity #11929-3009-RR000'
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» Highway planning, mining exploration, Hy-
dro’s BiPole 111 project, and other develop-
ment plans impacting the area must be halted
during the land-use planning process.

e A majority of the East Shore must be fully
protected from industrial exploitation such as
clearcut logging, mining, and hydro to pro-

tect its ecological integrity.

for more mjormation on Manitoba's wilderness

wildernesscommittee.mb.ca

¥] MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Write these elected officials to let them know how you feel about mandated
protection of woodland caribou and all of their critical habitat as a key

objective in the planning process for the East Shore Wilderness Area — the

Minister of Conservation
333-450 Broadway Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3C 0V8

Phone: (204) 945-3730

Email: mincon @leg.gov.mb.ca
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