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Photos from left  Barren-ground and woodland (boreal) — both photos Terry Parker Woodiand canbou (mountan) — Milo Burcham. Peary canbou — Roy Hamaguchi, Ursus Photography
*C ommittee on the Status of Endangered Wildlile in Canada (COSEWIC) has recommended two populations of barren-ground caribou be listed as “Special Concem

e

- Quick
Facts

> - - - : | ' : Ihvss o
your pocket. Since 195/ an engraved image o1l Arnnbou has
- w - | ] v i [l 1. " F
bheen leatured on the taus *-rllil. Ol Mulons O Lanadian guat
ters. | he caribou 1s 2 iiving Canadian wor ITUTre § YETY OWwl
. ' | 4
! -_ji- -‘lij!ihl 'I".-"'
Erom the Atlantic to the Vacul 10 U A\Irctic, val S Sul
“'\-'\'lh .\_"\ i ,F 3 | ,lrl lI J. L1 \ i |,I"-\.|.."|' L] "-\_ i r1 ™ i
il W "' r= ¥ ..I i l'-" aal i s 1 = - lq |._I1“' F II' "l wla i 'I, [
[H*"\-\. I| . 4 |1rf ry 1 -tr l-ﬁ‘ | 5 ¥ i'\-.. ¥ \Y i ¥ i | r' ¥
Fliilg sustaining Adbongina LT 101 . . !
providing food and clothing as we piritual strengtl
1
LANDOU art symbol of wildness and abundance. rFun
ind photograpns Ol vast carnoo herds stir awe and wondaer
l
'Ih][ ] | |i I 1 1L-I t' 0l I‘r'\..{ T'I-T 1 ! i "-"" ¥ 1L 1_\-.‘
4 - [ |
| 1 1‘ ' IT "'H' | I" | I!‘ .r‘ | { 1 k L | e 1 [ o I
;L:.ihl" { | r'.k IL"L | ThE
" "' dF‘r_.""-\._. j"* ._Jrlq.j:-l,'j""ll r"""l.'.-.f"rlr-l"_r. L fl+ e ':.‘_“i L ] 1r—‘l |'
w i "
- - = . - . | = ({  aW - & i e
" aribou have large hooves whach spread out to the sze f dinner plates to help the 1 3
T . | . i .
h & They also act as paddies for swamming
,-"uuiﬂfl"ﬂ' SDeCies whuCh both sexes nave antiers Females
.‘.F_I_jf'

n top of boggy ground anad SNOw

" he canbou
LY [

generally have longer Iite spans than makes (Some Oovel 1S years while male

AveraQe O

L=

S the onty

&

LosIing

'he chances are. if vou are Canadian, you have a canbou In

i.

3 1 '

{ 4 5§ yvears in the wild, partly DeCause males are easer prey anter the rut

‘. "1 . Miarx 1 :I.'.fjlt_}ﬂ-.’!H:--F;l’; F il S A "'_-_.;:I--' v _!ih!rl{\. qh_i[_lr- 15 [:Hr.- "1.“,.* :irllhn-.-l'“p_i OnNe
P i e 2 1 !'
L *

rubbing across a bone in the fool

‘. alve< are borm in late May and eanrty June; withun one day of Dewng DOMm, a Daby ¢
L i

| d‘r" _.i‘-l.r'a_jr' s | ‘rdﬁldr

anbou

" n Asia and BEurope canbou are cahed reinoee!, aNnad Many LHJ{.Juidh{Jﬁﬁ are semi-oomest
- # ;

. | | 4
__:1'.'..-1'_.

aving been herded for thousands of years Dy Indigenous peopies

Ground @

5=
§

i
&
—
-
-

. | | ! ) F— | .
k / L A r I

All this and more 1s why we celebrate the canbou by plac

ing its image on the Canadian 25-cent piece. However, the flip

Lt

lOrvy I1s a hJLftit'T LA

side of the

anadian t+leHL'T y
11 II'&""'.'M.I'] Lolumbia ‘_'!"11 | JawsOn s canbouw., an ecoty P'“ ONCe

OCCupying the Lueen ¢ hariotte Islands, became extinct 1n 1908

whien 1he last OoOne was shi 1Or 2 mus&um ‘h;‘tk LITICT) [1 h.il.! '.i:hl,f‘i
=<S 1hal ) vears trom hirst contact with iuftli‘tll!"lx tor the
Haid “~ahion s inbHbou 1o D€ wiped oul
1 ) NEras ari ] ME Lrol Die across the :LT‘.P;!?: and
yreadt!) | NOrth Amenca. i1 ANy places the battle has al
rcaday oeen 1osi LArbDo have been eliminated from Nova
SCcolhia, New f*"-.' INSWILK, and !.'."-"ht f~fnn.1fa? l\idllﬂ k‘jl_n 10O !”*H
man actions like over-hunting and habitat destruction. Once
FANgINE as 1ar -'.F=,'.!' S Cenira ldaho, now only one small herd
~'r‘1 NS 11 N the Lower 458 states
W13y Tals, habitat 15 being oSt 1IN ever _!.;TLJ‘.L‘.' ATNOUnNnts
L | LNET ireas industna -.;ld.." LUl =111}'_;I‘.u 5 .‘.1u.!".1|TJT‘._L
the 1Intact and d-growth lorests canbou need for their survival
Nroughol inbou terrton ning, hydro dams and power
MTIGOrs alsd egalively impact habDitat  he onl and gas Inadus

=

First the industr

'rv 1S hithing canbou Itom 'wo direcnuions

luses habDitat loss I.';:'-r:j;.;'.". industnal de H]H;"THL'I:; assoClated

ANd exiraction S wel 1 IS ,IJ!'L:tI\ TL'\[.H'IT!'-IE'"'-L

T F ¥ ¥
%] ..11:‘ 1 :-1|||[

or the devastating e1niects PIe diCied ITOM dimale l..h.]r'.l‘b.'_l

his education report is a wake-up call for all North Amer)
dns Ul citizens of Canbou Natwon 10 2t nOw 10 pfi'l'fl_\_t
Our three subspecies ol canbou woOdland i‘*dfl’t.'ﬂ P,:THLHH_'I dHLj
i"{ Arn

Read on to learn how citizen action in Canada can inspire

our leaders 10 enact and enlorce ellective Lfnjdﬁgtft'd Specics

gislation to conserve endangered wildiife, including canbou
Find it what Canadians and Amencans can do to ;.h.]“tl’ll.:t'
the o, timber. mining and hydro industrnes o do the rrghr

*hjl‘ap.; and stay out ol important canbou habitat. Please joun us
in keeping the true north truly wild and free: Canbou Nanion'



Woodland

The woodland caribou is usually found in small herds in
boreal forests across Canada. In mountainous areas of western

Canada, woodland caribou make seasonal movements from
winter range in forested valleys to summer range on high, al-
pine tundra. Farther east, in the more level areas of boreal
torest, they may move only a few kilometres scasonally from
mature forest to open bogs. The mountain caribou ecotype,
which lives in the mountain ranges west of the Rockies, lives in
wet inland rainforests, moving seasonally from low-elevation
cedar forests to sub-alpine spruce and fir. Average weights are
180 kg for bulls and 135 kg for cows.

In 2002, the forest-dwelling woodland caribou population
in Canada was estimated at 184,000 animals. ' Since then, there
has been a downward trend in almost all populations. Wood-
land caribou generally use a “spacing out” strategy to avoid . e

pn.'dalnn and thus require large swaths of intact forest to sur- A rCt I C N U
vive. Their main threat is from logging companies that have a
big appetite for the old-growth forests upon which caribou
rely to supply the lichen needed in their diet. The Committee
:l?otiftl;ti m':m:rf:;:rc?nm ‘C?m} pmf h.rrd has nugulrd from its winter range in the Yukon and North-
1 : . persist s west Territones to its calving grounds in the US Arctic National Wild-

managed primarily for [tree| fibre production.™ hife Refuge (ANWR). The Gwich'in people have relied on this herd for
One study estimates that over half of the woodland food and clothing since the last ice age; so culturally intertwined that

canbou's historic range has been lost." Already wiped out of they call themselves “caribou people” ANWR is under direct threat
the three Maritime provinces, their numbers are declining from oil and gas development. Oil companies and the US government
across their range. In Manitoba, a provincial government re- are pushing for oil development on the fragile coastal plain, night in the
port estimated that “the [Manitoba) woodland caribou popu- caribou calving grounds. Scientists warn that oil development would
lation has decreased by 50% since 1950."* In BC, some herds of threaten the calf-survival rate and the complex web of life in ANWR

the mountain ecotype have recently disappeared. to provide less than six-month's supply of oil for the US

4 Barren-ground (Porcupine)
Every spring for thousands of years the 120,000-strong Porcu-
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Status: Endangered Population: <2,000
Range: Northern Arctic Archipelago

P e A r Threats: Climate change

Peary cm sorth than any other North American
caribou. They are n their southern caribou cousins, an
adaptation to the ext of their habitat.' ' Average weights are
70 kg for bulls and §! Peary caribou live in a harsh, treeless
environment, 3 ground is rock or ice. Severe winters
can prevent fem ig adequate fat reserves for reproduc-
tion, and in some ad to starvation.”' In 1961, the Peary
caribou popullth dat 26,000." But in 1973-74 episodes
of freezing rain, | and recurring periods of freezing and
thawing hhnw - nds in thick ice, making it immﬁ%hmhﬂhmm*
conditions in 199! 10 85% of the population to starve to death. Fewer than 2,000 now remain'*' and
many people bel nt global warming trends continue Peary caribou may be unable to recover.”™
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North America’s caribou population. Barren-
ground caribou are migratory, travelling long dis-
tances over the Arctic tundra. Most live in five great
herds which occupy home ranges across the breadth
of the Arctic. From west to east, the herds are known
as the Porcupine, Bluenose, Bathurst, Beverly, and
Kaminuriak. Barren-ground caribou are a main-
stay food-source for many northern First Nation
and Inuit communities.
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Barren-ground caribou make up the bulk of

Photos clockwise from far left Woodland carfbou (mountain) — Terry Parker: Peary carfbou — Roy
Hamaguchi, Ursus Photography, Barren ground caribou (porcupine herd) — Edgar T Jones

Atlantic

(1 3] Woodland, Boreal (Labrador) THREATENED
" These three herds of caribou overlap in their territory, which ranges across southern

Labrador and northeastern Quebec. Although these herds are off-limits to hunters,
hunting is still the primary threat because the threatened herds often mix with herds that
are legally hunted, leading to a high rate of incidental mortality. Other threats to these
three herds include habitat loss and alteration caused by industrial resource extraction
activities, hydro development, low-level military flying (from the NATO Training Centre
in Labrador), and climate change.

uPs
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12 Woodland, Boreal (Atlantic-Gaspesie) ENDANGERED
" The Atlantic-Gaspesie population of woodland caribou is a remnant of a herd that
ranged from the Maritimes to New England when European settlers arrived. Habitat
loss from logging and conversion of forest to farmland led to a population decline from
500 to 1000 individuals in the 1950s to 200 in the 1970s. The current population is
estimated at 140 individuals. '’ In the early 1990s, the Atlantic -Gaspesie population faced
a 90% mortality rate of calves due to predation.” The mortality rate has declined but the
population is dangerously isolated from other populations. Recovery is also limited by
lack of suitable habitat.
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Ontario .

1 1 Woodland, Boreal (Northwestern Ontario) I HEEATENED

Woodland caribou once populated most of the northern and central parts of
Ontario. But as logging has crept northward, catibou populations have run out of
suitable habitat and declined. Dr. James Schaefer, a caribou biologist, estimates that the
range of woodland caribou in Ontario is receding by an area equivalent to Prince
Edward Island every one-and-a-half years. Currently, industrial logging in Ontario is
limited to south of the 51st parallel, although the Ontano government has launched an
initiative to expand industrial operations into the northern boreal forest. At present,
intact forests such as those found in the Trout Lake Forest Management Unit, managed
by Weyerhacuser, remain along the northern limit, and support healthy woodland
caribou populations. But Weyerhaeuser plans to construct 207 km of new roads in
2004- 2009, which, if built, will fragment the remaining intact habitat. Dr. Schaefer warns
that if the status quo of industrial operations is maintained in Ontario’s boreal forest,
woodland caribou will largely disappear from the wilderness of Ontano by the end of

the century.
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10 Woodland, Boreal (East Side Wilderness) THREATENED

Already eliminated from southeastern portions of Manitoba in areas such as
Whiteshell Provincial Park, woodland caribou continue to be victims of surging indus-
trial habitat destruction. The threats to the intact boreal forests within the scope of the
government -sponsored East Side Planning Initiative area (83,000 sq. km) are enormous

~ proposed northward expansion of industnal logging, increased gold and diamond
mining, and proposed hydro transmssion lines that would cut a 900-km swath through
several woodland caribou ranges. On the positive sade, there are opportunities for the
provincial government to support local communities in conservation planning that
could result in a network of protected areas large enough to conserve the region's
woodland cantbou. The East Sade Planning Initiative, a First Nations-led World Heritage
Site nomination, and logging company Tembec s agreement with the Wilderness Com
mittee to defer cutting in core caribou habitats, all hold potential to find a conservation
solution that would ensure protection of the woodland caribou in the region

9 Woodland, Boreal (Interlake)

If left unchecked current and proposed industnal logging, mining, and hydro de
velopments will fragment this regron s wilderness landscape. Loss of habstat on such a
scale would put the local woodland canbou in a population ll,"l"ll’.ll towards oblivion
But there still is hope for these cartbou. The proposed Manitoba Lowlands National
Park 1s a huge opportunity to protect essential canbou habitat. Including Little Lime
stone Lake and expanding Long Point South in a new Lowlands Park would turther
increase canbou habitat protection in the regon. The mining sector formally supports
, 000 square kilometres for the national park. Now, logging company Tolko Industries
needs to do the same. Local First Natons involvement and consent for the Lowlands
National Park, as well as their help wath protection of cntical canbou habitats, s also
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8 Woodland, Boreal (Northern Manitoba)

[wo woodland canbou ranges in north Manitoba are at hugh rnsk from industnal
impacts. | he site lor the proposed Wuskwatim hydro dam poses grave risk as it is on an
wdentihed woodland canbou cahy INK arca |0 make matiers worse, Wuskwatum s 350 km

ol transmussion hines would cut through three canbou 1 anges. 1s widely n-._.-l.;mn-dln.
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POSE NCRALIVE IMPadcis 1o thewr survival. Clearcul |"b"-¥-”'f": by lolko Industres Lid. has
uready damaged valuabii woOdland canbou habitat and Tolko continues o clearcul

the old-growth lorests the woodland canbou rely on for wintenng grounds
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Stron gle Measures

Needed Across Caribou Nation

In every province and ter-  plan for woodland caribou, for example, is guided by a prin-
ritory where caribou dwell in  ciple of ‘economic realism,” which essentially means that if a re-
Canada (and the US), they  covery measure may affect the economy, it isn't realistic '
are at nsk. Yet industrial ac-

tivities like logging, mining Provinces & Territories

and petroleum develop- The major responsibility for endangered species protection
ment continue in caribou  thus falls to the provinces and territories. Effective wildlife pro-

habitat from coast to coast  tection requires strong endangered species legislation that en-
l0 coast. sures habitat protection, and the will to enforce it. Yet four prov-
Caribou need intact  inces/territories have no stand-alone endangered species legisla-
ecosystems to survive. tion at all (BC, AB, NWT, YK)''. Of those with legislation, only
Caribou rely on the same  a handful require protection of critical habitat (NS, MB, ON,
wild landscapes that are being frag-  PEI)"" — and even where habitat protection is required, few
mented by logging and oil and gas operations. To date, our  charges have been laid to enforce the legislation where it has been
federal, provincial and territorial governments have favoured  violated. In some provinces, such as Manitoba, the provincial
protecting industrial interests over the needs of endangered  governments have lagged behind the federal Species ar Risk Act by
wildlife, and done little to intervene as caribou have declined.  failing to list caribou under their provincial species Acts.
The power to protect Canadian caribou habitat lies in the
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hands of three key players: the federal government, provincial/ |ﬂdl-lﬂl'7
territorial governments, and industry. These three players have Private companies have the ability to be good corporate
largely failed to take the most meaningful step to protect cari-  citizens—to voluntarily stop operating in caribou habitat. In-
bou—protecting caribou habitat. deed, the logging company Canfor recently announced that it
is deferring operations in the habitat of the Little Smoky wood-
Federal Government land caribou herd in Alberta for two years, until a recovery | L L et
Canada’s Species at Risk Act currently lacks the teeth needed  plan can be implemented. In Manitoba, Tembec recently agreed Cartiou. 2004
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to protect caribou populations. It is discretionary and applies  to defer logging in core woodland caribou habitat within their
only to areas of federal junsdiction — less than 5% of Canada’s  licensed logging area in order to develop a joint conservation
land base, outside the territories. The federal government has  strategy with the local Wilderness Committee team. Tembec
repeatedly assured Canadians that it will protect the habitat of  has also agreed to similar deferrals in mountain caribou habi-
an endangered species if a province is failing to do so. But this a1 in BC. Unfortunately these are exceptions. Across Canada,
promise proved hollow when a petition was submitted to the the trend in forestry is for companies and government to “talk
federal Environment Minister in February 2004, urging hm to 3,4 log,” experimenting with logging models while caribou
protect habitat for BC's spotted owl—the most endangered bird  herds continue to decline.

in Canada, whuuhabiutisbtin;k?gedb'ythrﬁ(:gowm- Clearly, changes must be made in order to ensure that cari-
ment. The federal government has failed to intervene. Spotted |, will survive in the future. Government decision-makers
owl numbers continue to decline. need to hear from the public — from you!
While canibou recovery teams strive to restore species to Visit www.caribounation.org o find out what
healthy populations, they are limited by pressures to maintain can.do.to help save caribou, coast 10 coast 10 cosst. “.' caribou nation gic

status quo industrial operations. The Alberta draft recovery
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ACT NOW!

1 Visitusonline at www.caribounation.org

Our new web site has everything you need to know about p—
| . ) Wikdernews (ommities  Nationsl OMice
Caribou Nation, what's new about caribou and how to ' Abbon Srees ;
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take action, including provincial government contacts Mo 004 83 8230
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