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Aarondeep Gill, 11, adjusts some decorations on one of the floats that will be in the Vancouver Baisakhi parade on Saturday.

Religious, cultural celebration to
draw more than 100,000 Sikhs

Parades in Surrey, Vancouver mark highlight of calendar similar to Christmas

BY KIM PEMBERTON

LOWER MAINLAND | More than
100,000 Indo-Canadians from
B.C. and across North America
are expected to take part in two
separate parades Saturday in
Surrey and Vancouver to cele
brate the Sikh religious festival
of Baisakhi

The event marks the baptism
of Sikhism in 1699 by Guru Gob
ind Singh, the last of the 10 Sikh
gurus. It is also a cultural cele
bration of the Punjabi wheat

vest.
This is the highlight of the
year for us,” said Sukhpreet
Singh of the Gurdwara Sahib
Dashmesh Darbar temple in
Su

n Christianity, you look for
ward to Christmas. This is like
that for us. It's where everyone
takes their holiday. It's a great
atmosphe
Singh estimates 60,000 to
80,000 people will attend the
parade that starts at the temple
at 12885-85th Ave. at 10:30 a.m.
Another parade will begin at
the same time in Vancouver, at

BAISAKHI CELEBRATIONS

The Sikn religious festival will see more than 100,000 people

‘take part in parades in Surroy

i

Vancouver

the Ross Street temple on
Marine Drive.

Jarnail Singh Bhandal esti-
mates that parade will attract
50,000 to 70,000.

Bhandal and Singh both said
they hope non-Indo-Canadians
will also attend the celebrations.
We want to share with every
Canadian,” said Bhandal.

“We are part of Canada and
ant to share our happi

we
nes

Organizers of the two parades
say they will be distributing free

‘and Vancouver on Saturday

Gurdwara Sahib
Dashmesh D;

Surrey

food along the routes of the
parades, which promise to be
very colourful, with lots of
orange and blue — prominent
colours in the religion.

This is the 25th year for the
parade in Vancouver, while Sur
rey is staging its fifth.

Singh said the event is so large
it's necessary for the two com.
munities to hold their own cel
ebrations,

“The Indo-Canadian commu-
nity in Surrey is so large and the
community in Vancouver is so

large we need two parades. One
alone couldn’t handle the num:
bers,” he said.

As well, Singh said there are
many Sikhs from across Canada
and the United States coming to
B.C. for the event

“It's also a time for us to get
together with different organi-
zations to discuss different
issues. To share ideas like how
to have better operations of the
temple,” he said.

Both temples have invited the
Canadian Armed Forces and the
police to be part of the parade.

For Sikhs, Baisakhi is the cele
bration of the birth of the Khal-
sa, which refers to the Brother
hood of the Pure Ones: ortho-
dox Sikhs who are baptized and
wear the five Ks, created by the
tenth guru.

The five Ks are physical sym
bols of the religion that many
Sikhs maintain today

They are the kesh (unshorn
hair, hence the turban); kara
(iron bangle), which is worn on
the wrist to remind the wearer
daily of God; kangha (comb);
kirpan (sword); and kachhehra
(undergarments).
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Manning
Park visitors

BY LARRY PYNN

| A

| MANNING PARK | Visitors to Man-
ning Provincial Park are being
greeted by clearcuts due toa B,
Liberal government decision t
allow logging in a doughnut hole

an area excluded from the park,
but fully surrounded by park —
that has existed since Manning's
creation in 1941,

The decision to allow logging in
Silverdaisy Creek area, within a
management area for the endan-
gered northern spotted owl, has
outraged environmentalists, who
charge Premier Gordon Campbell
is violating the spirit of his election
promise not to log or mine in
pa

NCOUVER SUN

arks.

“I think it's terrible,” Joe Foy of
the Western Canada Wilderness
Committee said Thursday. “It

t. The people have been
mely ripped off here.

The area currently being
clearcut was excluded from the
park decades ago because of a min
eral claim. But the province two
years ago put the area on s forest
development plan.

Ivis Wood Products of Yarrow
won the November tender bid
started logging in January, and

hould be wrapped up by early
summer

Foy said he feels deceived
because he was informed in the
1990s that the New Democratic
Party government pl mmllu)v 155
anagement plan effectiv
venting logging in the are Bt he
said that never happened before
iberals took office in 2001
rhey've used a loophole,” said
who first heard about the log-
ging from a citizen who had called
RCMP to report timber poachers
at work in the park.

This area is not a park, but it
was promised as a park. The gov-
ernment has made a huge mis-

al
The area being logged, near
Cayuse Flats, is fully bounded by

It’s that time of year to cheer — baseball’s back

I don’t do hockey. I grew up in the Vancouver of the *50s where no one played hockey

COLUMNIST

have been waiting for this

riday for months, on te
hooks, planning where Il e
who Il be with and what

be cating. And drink e got

v
my trusty T-shirt and hat, e ml hla

' ?

zoned with the team logo, and I'll
be wearing them, proudly

I'm ready to focus on my
favourite players, keep tabs on the
stats, and preserve my vocal
cords for what will surcly be
hours of non-stop cheering,

Because it’s all about game
night, and I have the fever

Baseball, my beloved baseball,
is back

Oh.
You thought this was about
hockey

Sorry, I don't do hockey. Don't
get hockey. Hockey, you might
say, is just not in my blood

There [ said it

And here it comes again: L actu
ally don't like hockey

Not for me the excitable carly

@

morning office chat dissecting a
robbed goal of the night before,
or the tacky Canadian Tire Van
couver Canucks flag flapping
from my car window, or the
incessant speculation about who
will next fracture whose limb as
part of some neanderthal
tory code a la Brashe
Bertuzzi

It's not casy being mean about

poc, espacialy sisice Wedaes

day, which saw the home team

“draw first blood!” against the
Salgary Flames, pitching our lit
tle town into a tizzy, and espe
cially since I work in a newsroom
with a lively .|.A|u mA sports
staff that, given the choice, would
paperthe daby section with noth

»

ing but hockey storics.

But I know 'm not the only one
outthere hrbouring this dirtyl
tle se

AR ey
mount a credible defence, I even
have a theory about it

And it's this: Tam not from a
place of white weather

1 was born and raised right
here, the only place in our coun
try where snow is rare, where ice
is even rarer, but for the odd gin
and tonic, and where there are no
little frozen backyard ponds in
winter that fathers can smooth
solittle skates don't catch on

ove
the b

I grew up in Vancouver in the
1950s. In all of the city, thy
only a handiul of indoor ice rinks,

© was

and no one much played hockey,
as child or adult, or even talked
about it. (Okay, notwithstanding
the illustrious Vancouver Mil
lionaires, who won a Stanley Cup.
Eighty-nine years ago.)

1'simply don’t have a hockey
history, not like the hundreds of
thousands of people who moved
here from parts east and brought
with them their genetic love of
the game. It’s understandable,
their blind devotion — the vener
able Montreal Canadiens are
almost 100 years old. The
Canucks aren't even middie-aged
spent more ime with my cat.
Yes, there are those in my own
L el of Tocay-bory o

See MAY 7 LOOMS 15
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ENVIRONMENT | Liberals okay
logging in Silverdaisy Creek area
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70,844-hectare Manning Park
wilderness east of Hope within the
North Cascade \hvmu ains. A total
0f 105 hectares — an area one
quarter the size of ‘Stanley Park
ut in five cut
blocks, with the prospect for more
logging to be authorized in per
haps five
The province stands to earn
about $14 million in stumpag
from the cutting of 59,667 cubi

il e b
deducted
Jerry Kennah, a timber sales

manager for the B.C. Forests

See NOTHING B4

Specialty
bird owners
allowed
to appeal

Exemption from cull may
be granted to some breeds,
veterinarian says
BY NEAL HALL

VANCOUVER SUN

FRASER VALLEY | Owners of spe
ciality and exotic birds that face
possible slaughter to stop the
spread of the avian flu virus in
the Fraser Valley will have an
appeal process to save their
birds, an official with the Cana
dian Food Inspection Agency
announced Thursday
e talking about giving

exemptions (o specialty birds,
Cornelius Kiley, CFIA's regional
veterinarian, told reporters at a

B nnnhulh\ in Abbotsford.

“We will be looking at other
groups of birds in 00

But the sad reality s that poul
try flocks are susceptible to the
highly contagious virus and will
have to be destroyed, even if they

See MEAT

CAN B4
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