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NEW HOP
New British Colum
Government

The votes have been tallied, the
people have spoken. Now that
B.C. has a new government al
the helm, ifs ime to take a new
look at the Walbran Valley.

In the West Walbran Valley,
MacMillan Bloedel (MB) crews
work far into the night under
the harsh white glare of sodium
lights to push a road deep into
the heart of the rainforest
wilderness. In order to force
men and machines as far and as
fast as possible, MB is burying
rafts of good timber in the mud
and the muck of the roadbed. In
the Mid-Walbran Fletcher
Challenge Canada (FCC) crews
work to extend a bulldozed
track down the main Walbran
Valley.

What's the rush? Like thieves in
the national treasure house, MB
and FCC know that time i$ not
on their side. The only reason
the two forest companies have
been allowed into the lower
Walbran i1s because the Social
Credit government has held the
door open for them. Now that
this government has been swepl
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out of office by the harsh gale
of public opinion, their nme in
the Walbran may be up.

The amazing rainforest of the
Walbran Valley harbours the
only two known Canadian nests
of a threatened rainforest-
nesting seabird species, the
marbled murrelet. In a world
that has only discovered a dozen
nests to date, the Walbran i1s
thought to hold hundreds. The
Walbran 15 criss-crossed with a
marvellous trail system and 15
the closest remaining wildemess
to the Greater Victoria area. In
fact, the city council of Victona
voted overwhelmingly for a two
yedar moratorium on Walbran
logging. Surrounding city
councils have followed suit. The
Pacific Seabird Group, an
international organization of top
seabird biologists has also called
for a two-year moratorium.
Even the Sociol Credit
government's own Old Growth
Strategy Project called for a
moratorium, before being over-
ruled by the Socred cabinet.

Now the Socreds are gone, and

bia

bl

Clearcut logging 1o the Paci

2 ) S |
£ ".ﬁ’-;:‘{. L
— - —

& I':'a-j i
AT

fic Rim National Park Resarve boundary,

Come out and vole

more inbfo see page 12 - -

o VO

-

L - —--I';'-.. Ih!-'--u,."-_‘-.u'..
. .- F
e e L "":l"' 1"1". .

Foam - -

1 e .-'
F e o WO

Pholo: Kan Lay

Camper Creek. Fores! sirp along coasl al right /s the park

the NDP is in power. Before
the election the NDP said that
they would double the size of
B.C.'s park system and that
they would put logging
moratoriums over threatened,
ecologically important areas
where alternative work could
be found for forestry workers.
Nowhere is this more possible
or needed than in the Walbran
Valley. The clearcuts planned
for the next two years could
easily be placed outside the
contentious area. No forestry
worker need lose a moment' $
work from a wo-year Walbran
MOratorium.

There is no time to wait, B.C.'s
new NDP government must act
now to bring sanity back to
forestry decisions in the

Walbran Valley. A two-year
logging moratorium in the
Walbran is needed o0 make a
careful once-in-a-planet’s-
lifetime decision.
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Members,

Almost two years ago [ wrote
an appeal letter which asked
cach of you to give a special,
one-ume, “two pizza” ($25)
donation. Your donations were
needed to retire a debt which
we had incurred in our all-out
cffort to save Carmanah Valley.
Al that time we had 20,000
members. If everyone had
responded we would have paid
off our debt, which at that ome
stood at $250,000, and had an
equal amount of money in the
bank to effecovely pursue our
other wildemess-saving
campaigns.

Only 20 percent of our members
sent in their “rwo pizzas”.
Professional fundraisers said
that the 20 percent response was
phenomenal—-an incredible show
of support for something as dull
as debt reducoon. The donations
helped a lot, but not enough
money was raised to break us
totally free from our debt.

From that ume tll present,
things got worse--and then got
better. We have spent this past

year painfully pulling ourselves
w&w—MW*‘H
reducing wages, rul:luzur.tgr VETY
lean campaigns. But we're still

on the forefront of wildemess
preservanon, and we won the
Canadian government's 1991
award as the outstanding
environmenial group of the
year|

You might ask, how did we get
so far in debt? To me the
answer is simple. We

made commitunents based on a
huge growth in our membership,
not realizing that many of our
new members were "softer” than
before, and the recession would
reduce the steady income from
sales of our educanonal
products that we'd come to
expect. We spent money on
campaigns always hoping that
_next month® people would be
‘more generous. Maybe we were

rying to do too much, but we
felt compelled to counter the
anti-wilderness forces, who were
mounting a8 well-funded,
concerted campaign promoting
development of all of the major
old-growth forested areas which
we had identified for
preservauon.

Dealing with our debt has had a
silver lining. We have matured

Mouth of the Kitiope River  Pholo; lan Mackenzig
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Wilderness Commitiee stalf and direciors
wilh 1991 Canadian Environmental
Achiavement Award. Pholo: J.P. LeFrank

Kemmodi bear cub  Pholo: Myron Kozak

as an organization, leaming how
to be effective even when
money 18 scarce. We have
learned how (o cooperate better
with other organizatons and
seck alliances to resolve the
“war in the: woods”. We have
restructured our board of
directors into a truly
independent body, and
reorganized our staff into
effective working teams.

But have we won protection for
more wildemess? Are we
winning the "battles” to save
Earth's namwral ecosystems--
protecung the biodiversity of
species that is absolutely
essennal to keep our Earth.
healthy?

My answer is: we're gaining in
strength but have yel to see
posioive results on the ground--
especially in B.C. where the

fight is focused on the few last
old-growth watersheds. We're
afraid that we will eventually

win, only to find no major tracts.
of lemperate ninfum::laﬂ. e

We nandymtn ey ith-us: -
Many of our members have let
their membership lapse. You
can see if you are one of those
by checking your mailing label
on this newspaper. If the date
on the upper left comer has
passed, 1t 1s ume for you to
send in your $25 m:mbc.mhjp
renewal fee—-the price of "two
pizzas™--10 keep us as your

champion, fighting to save
Earth's wild heritage.

Sincerely, yours,

EWRAT=

Paul George
Founding Director
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YOU ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

Sometimes it's good to look back over the
are and where we are going,

conjunction with other groups, the Wildermness Commi

1983

* Valhalla Provincial Park (49,800 ha)

1984

* Northern Yukon National Park Reserve (1,016,800 ha)

1985

* Meares Island - logging on hold for pending court case.

1986

: Akurruna—l-{jshincnﬂ Recreation Area (10,915 ha)
Bl_'mks Peninsula Recreation Area (25,780 ha)
* Gitnadoix River Recreation Area (58,000 ha)

1987

* South Moresby National Park Reserve (147,000 ha)
* Hakai Recreation Area (122,998 ha)

* Fiordland Recreation Area (91,000 ha)

* Kakwa Recreation Area (127.690 ha

WCWC has been working

* Height-of-the-Rockies Wilderness (68,000 ha) ~

* Cascade Recreation Area (16.680 ha)

1988

* Nimpkish Douglas-fir Ecological Reserve (16 ha)

‘. L.‘ﬂlil: Lovelywater Recreation Area (1,300 ha)
* Stein Valley (Stein Alpine and Lower Stein wilderness areas)

* Prevented predator control (wolf kill) in northeast British Columbia through a precedent-

SCiting case giving environmental groups legal standing in court.

o . R A
Carmanah trail-building case set legal precedent guaranteeing public access to crown lands

under tree farm licences.

* Stmathcona Provincial Park (no-mining precedent for all other provincial parks)

1989

* Halted falcon chick caprure on the Queen Charlotte Islands through th
€ courts.
* Maplewood Mudflats (Vancouver port expansion stopped in mmﬁhbud habitat)

1990

* 1990 Environmental Achievement Award from Government of British Columbia.
. .*-WMH':M temperate rainforest canopy research station. D
* Discovered the first marbled murrelet nest in Canada in the Walbran Valley. . . .

* Carmanah Pacific Provincial Park (3,592 ha)
* Cypress Ridge municipal park (35 ha of old-growth forest)

* Roderick Haig-Brown Award and Bill Duthie Booksellers® Choice Award for Carmanah -

Artistic Visions of an Ancient Rainforest.

1991

* 1991 Environmental Achievement Award from Environment Canada.

* Became recognized at the 35th Working Session of the [IUCN's Commission on Parks and
Protected Areas as one of 5 major international agencies involved in research on the world's

remaining natural areas.

* WCWC was selected by the Canadian Council for International Cooperation to write a
paper on biodiversity to serve as the basis for north-south dialogue in preparation for the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development to be held in Brazil in 1992.

* With the support of the Sierra Legal Defence Fund, established legal precedent that no

logging roads should be built without approved logging permuts

* Discovered the second marbled murrelet nest in Canada in the Walbran Valley

* Kitlope watershed - inter-agency park study area

* Boundary Bay (golf course development stopped in prime migratory bird habitat)

;b Hungry

“Power hungry' Doman
Industries has tied to expedite
their entry into the Power River
valley, one of the last six large
unlogged watersheds on
Vancouver Island, with the
excuse of salvaging natural
blowdown from a December

1990 storm.

A WCWC crew consisting of
forest technician Clinton Webb,
photographer lan Mackenzie and
Randy Stoltmann visited the
Power in June to assess the
wind damaged stands. The
damage is in five separate arcas

totalling 137 hectares, or about
2.3 percent of the whole Power
watershed. Much of the
blowdown is on very steep
rocky terrain not suitable for
logging, and many trees are sull
standing within these areas. As
with other small natural
disturbances, there should be
good regeneration of young
rees within a few years.

Apan from about 50 hectares of
roadless hand logging for
"girplane spruce” during the
second world war, the Power is
a wilderness watershed. The

Hikers below Deer Pass, Southern
Pholo: Randy Stoltmann

years to come to a better understanding of who we
for 11 years to save wild places. In
ttee and its members have achieved:
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Bob Wenman, visiting the Carmanah Valey canopy research
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Power valley harbours some of
the most massive Sitka spruce
trees remaining in B.C. and has
what is thought to be the
highest density elk population
on Vancouver Island.

Doman has pledged not (o enter
the Power without the consent
of the Kyuquot Band. The
Kyuquot Band is opposed to
any industrial use of the Power
River valley.

station. Pholo: Randy Siolimann

The people in Kyugquot
desperately need your help on
their local issues including the
Power River, Tahsish-Kwaois
and bad logging practices,
Contact: Kyugquot
Environmental and Economic
Protection Society (KEEPS),
Kyuquot, B.C. VOP 110,



WCWC VICTORIA

Researching ancient forests

The Victoria Branch of WCWC
was formed in 1989 by Victonia
members concerned over the
fate of the Carmanah Valley.
WCWC’s Victoria members
were the first to request a
branch office in their area, and
in doing so set the Committee
on the path of nation-wide, on-
the-ground wilderness saving
rescarch and education. Today
there are three WCWC branch
offices and four branches-in-
formaton (BIFs) from Victona,
B.C. 1o Ouawa, Ontarnio.

WCWC - Victona's
membership has doubled in the
past year, telling us that we are
on the right track. Our store and
office has become a centre for
environmentalists in Victona.

WCWC - Victoria has taken a
lead role WCWC's research
work. Dennis Kangasniemi 1s
Victona's research team leader.
This spring, WCWC - Victona
constucted Wolverine Camp,
deep in the ancient forest of the
Lower Tsitika Valley. Six
WCWC biologists were then
sent from the Victoria office to
conduct intensive field research
on biodiversity in the Lower

Tsitika. In addition, some of the
biologists conducted surveys at
WCWC's rainforest research
camp in the Carmanah Valley.
These researchers also collecied
samples deep in the adjoining
rainforest of the Walbran
Valley. The findings of
WCWC - Victona's roving band
of biologists will be published
this winter.

WCWC - Victoria has also been
actively supporung rescarch
being carried out by University
of Victona scientists at
WCWC's Carmanah rainforest
facility. The WCWC - Victoria
research team has spent
hundreds of hours carrying
supplies, food and construction
matenals to the one-of-a-kind
camp in the Upper Carmanah.

WCWC - Victoria is very proud
of the discoveries made by
University of Victona
researchers at the Upper
Carmanah camp. These
discovenies include the only two
marbled murrelet nests ever
discovered in Canada as well as
the amazing discovery of a
whole community of new
species of insects that appear (o

Recyclmg experts

INNER ROUTE HIGHWAY

The Inner Route Highway 15
a major concem o the
Western Canada Wildemness
Committee - Mid-Island, as well
as o many Vancouver Island
residents. Although we have
helped pressure the B.C,
government into moving the
planned route west of the
sensitive Colliery Dam Park, we
are sull lobbying o have the
route cancelled and, instead,
subsnmute less destructive
alternatives such as upgrading
present roads and utlizing
alternate methods of
ransportation.

WCWC - Mid-Island is also
supporting the Nanaimo Indian
Band in its dealings with the
government regarding the
“Cedar connection,” a new route
to the proposed ferry

terminus at Duke Point This
route would endanger the
Nanaimo River estuary, a highly
sensinve area which 1s a vital
habitat and nursery area for
many of the marine species that
inhabit the Strait of Georgia.
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live only in the canopy area of

ancient Sitka spruce trees. Other
research supported by Dennis

Kangasniemi's research team
include a study of salamander
use of the Upper Carmanah

rainforest.

WCWC - Victoria recognizes
that up until now most ancient
forest research has been funded
by the forest industry, the very
people who wish to convert the
temperate rainforests into
corporate fibre farms! We are
committed 1o becoming a
leading force in the study of
B.C.'s ancient forests. To that
end, WCWC - Victoria has
struck a scientific advisory

committee made up of some of

the Pacific Northwest's maost

prominent naturalists and
scientists.

WCWC - Victona 1s working
with the main office of WCWC
to seek funding for a greatly
expanded research year in 1992,

WOCWC-YICTORIA

STORE 4 OFFICE

182-19 BASTION SQUARE, VICTORIA, B.C.
Vew 1l

PH. (6) 3885292

FAX (604) 353 921)

TOFINO CREEK
Selective old-growth logging.
WCWC is endorsing a
revolutionary new forestry and
logging plan for a west coast
rainforest valley. The plan,
devised by two European forest
engineers calls for selecuon
logging systems using a skyline
cable yarder. Clearcuts would
be banned. Tofino Creek, the

planned logging site is located

on the west coast of Vancouver
Island in Clayoquot Sound. The

Commiftee is aiming to prove

that we can extract high quality
wood products from our forests xﬂ

while doing a much better job
of protecting the environment
If you would like to register

your support of this innovative

project please write the B.C.

Forest Service at 4227 6th Ave.

Port Alberni, B.C. V9Y 4Nl.
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Ancent lempérate ranforest Pholo: Clinton Webb

WCWC MID-ISLAND
RECYCLING CENTRE

In a short six months the
WCWC - Mid-Island Recycling
Depot has returned the
equivalent of more than 4000
trees worth of paper to be
recycled. This represents
approximately 20 mees a day!

The depot has quickly become
an important and necessary
communty service, handling
more than 50 tons of materials
per month. The City of
Nanaimo has recently pledged
to provide some of the core
funding required to keep the
depot in operation and will be
helping to support the project at
least until December of 1991.

The depot is, above all, a people
place. A recent survey shows
that approximately 700 recyclers
use the muld-material drop-off
facility each week. This
represents from 8 percent o 12
percent of the households in the
city. Well over 100 volunteers
help in the day-to-day
Operations of the depot. Many
come on a regular basis.
Sometimes the whole family
takes part! A very positive
atmosphere is generated by the
activities of so many committed
and environmentally-aware
people.
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WCWC OKANAGAN

Adopting OK wilderness

The WCWC - Okanagan Branch

was inaugurated one year ago, with

a fifteen member executive. Since
then we have held regular monthly
meetings, usually in Vemon. The

original focus of the group was the

WCWC store in Vemon. Several
members, particularly Joan
Yardley, put a tremendous amount
of effort into starting up and
running the store and it provided
the focus and inlerest (o start the
Okanagan Branch.

The Vemon office and store goods

have now found a new home in the

basement of Terry's Natural
Foods - 3100, 32nd Street, Vermnon.
The Kelowna group is currently

looking for a similar type of set-up.

The Penticton group is working to
“get off the ground.”

Quite apan from establishing and
reorganizing our physical base, we
have worked hard at increasing our
membership and defining our
objectives and goals. After
onginally trying to be all things to
all people and run a store at the
same ume, we decided to focus on
one main issue, the preservation of
Okanagan Wildemness. This of
course cormesponds totally with the
province-wide WCWC objectives.

The most significant work of
the depot is that of a hands on,
self-educaton experience.
Everyone must clean, prepare
and sort their own waste. Sure
it's a nuisance, but the
dividends are great in terms of
environmental action, personal
sansfaction, and in knowing that
the depot has established a
reputation in the business for
quality products - clean and
uncontamunated.

The centre is unique among
community depots, and indeed
amongst most municipal depots,
in that a very wide range of
waste materials are accepted for
recycling. Aside from the more
usual paper, tin and glass, we
recycle plastics, car batteries,
scrap metal and alominum as
well as a paint exchange and
more. A visit is the only way (0
grasp an understanding of what
we do.

WCWC - Mid-Island
successfully held a week long
blitz on composting in
conjunction with Environment
Week activities. Thanks to
Environment Canada funding
for the project, there now exists
a portable compost display for
mall events, school

talks and other public outreach
~ activities.

In conjunction with our main
project, Adopt Okanagan
Wftdemr.rs, we are distriburing
a "wildemess checklist."
Member Bruce Sumner has
already done major work in
exploring and documenting
potential wilderness reserve
areas. Tied in with this project
1s our brand new Okanagan
Wilderness T-shirt and sweat
shirt. These are selling well and
we hope to gradually expand
our "Adopt Okanagan
Wilderness" line of
merchandise. Needless 1o say,
all profits from this go to our
Adopt Okanagan Wildemess

program.

Several members, particularly
Mike Whitaker, have been

working very hard on defining
and establishing trail and park
networks in the Kelowna area.

Joe and Jessica Klein have been
keeping up the pressure on the
Ministry of Parks to purchase
the remaining privately owned
lots in Okanagan Mountain
Provincial Park. One of these is
now being advertised across

As a result of the interest shown
during Environment Week, the
WCWC - Mid-Island Branch
now plans to establish a
composting demonstration
garden at Global Village, 259
Pine Street, Nanaimo to promote
composting options in the City
of Nanaimo. If you're interested
In composting but don’t know
where [0 start, join the newly-
formed Community Composong
Club! An expenenced
composter will come (0 your
home and suggest the best kind
of compost bin for your needs,
the best placement for it, or
advise on such matters as the
carbon/nitrogen ratio.

For more information call 753-
0453, or write to: Community
Compost Project, c/o WCWC-
Mid-Island, 140-B South
Terminal Avenue, Nanaimo,
B.C. VOR 5C5

WILDWOOD FOREST ... a
genuine alternative

Featured on David Suzuki's TV
Special "Voices of the Forest,"
this 55 hectare forest is living
proof that there is a viable

alternative to destructive logging

practices. For fifty years Merv
Wilkinson has allowed the

forest 1o renew itself so that
even after nine yields his land

e =

Canada as the potential site for
a resort - Just what we don't
need in the middle of a
wilderness park!

In line with our commitment to
inform and be informed on local
forestry issues, on September
28th we held what we hope will
be the first of a series of forest
tours in the Bear Creek area
near Kelowna. WCWC’s staff
forester, Mark Wareing,
travelled from Vancouver to
lead this for us and gave 50 or
so local VIPs, teachers, media,
etc. some food for thought. A
very worthwhile day!

So - we have a busy year
behind us and a remendously
busy year ahead. We have the

enthusiasm and commitment, we
are getting the members, all we
need now is twice as many
hours in the day!

WOWC-OKANAGAN

West Vancouver Mayor
Sager and North Vancouver
District Mayor Murray
Dykeman have called for a
moratorium on logging 1n
Vancouver's drinking
walersheds to protect water
quality. As well, the two
mayors are calling for a
complete ecological inventory
of the Capilano, Seymour and

mayors need your written
support. You can write them
care of the GYRD Water
Committee, 4330 Kingsway,
Burnaby, B.C. V5H 4G8

" ]

Coquitlam drainages. These two

still contains the same amount
of harvestable nmber. Ask Merv
how he does it: he'll be
delighted to tell you!

Spend a few hours at
Wildwood. Wander through the
mranquillity of a piece of Earth
where humans co-exist in

RAINFOREST TOURS
The Rainforest Tours into

been in full swing over the

summer. From nndz-AEﬂl tﬂ
mid-October daytrips to

each Saturday. A similar

Carmanah and Wildwood hmﬁp

Carmanah have mmbh s:-

program is planned for next |

WHITE mm-
Habitat

protec.uon 5

The WCWC-White Rock
Branch-in-formation started in
the summer of 1990, with
Boundary Bay as our area’s key
issue. Beginning in September
of 1990 and continuing to April
of 1991, the BIF's steering
committee and volunteers, along
with local interest groups such
as the White Rock Surrey
Naturalists, mounted a monthly
"Nature Warch on Boundary Bay”.

Our first annual Birdathon, an
educational, fundraising event
involving schools, community
groups, Guides, Scouts, Cubs
and the general public, was held
on March 22-23.

We have occasionally set up
tables in malls and attended
special events to sell
merchandise and memberships,
and distribute WCWC's free
educanonal reports. Our latest
booth was at Bear Creek Park in
Surrey for the Canada Day
Celebration. Situated next to the
lndy Car booth, our upmm

campmgn o sInp tﬁa rthview
Golf Course. On hchulfufthn
White Rock BIF, Lynn Pollard
delivered a presentaton to city
council opposing the golf course
proposal

The WCWC-White Rock BIF is
now involved in reactivating our
monthly Boundary Bay Nature
Warch programme and
preparing for our 1992
Birdathon.

WCWC-WHITE ROCK
MAILING ADDRESS

1854 127th Streed, Sarrey, B.C.
VdA 351

PH. (604) 591-7599

#

harmony with nature. It will
renew your faith in a sustainable
future. Three hour tours can be

arranged on request throughout
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WCWC WEST KOOTENAY

Watershed protection

Logging, particularly of our village
walersheds, has once again become
the issue in our area since the
Celgar pulp mill's modemization
and expansion has been
conditionally approved by the
Federal Environmental Assessment
Review Panel.

This summer the nod from the
Minstry of Forests (MOF) has
activated many tree fann licenses
(TFLs) in drainages that were
previously dormant because of poor
access, low retums, or "hostile
neighbours.®

On October 9, the historic West
Kootenay Forest Accord was
signed by the IWA-Canada - Local
1-405, WCWC - West Koolcnay
Branch, Red Mountain Residents
Association, B.C. Govemment
Employees Union, West Arm
Watershed Alliance, Lasca Action
Group, Valhalla Society, West Arm
Wildemess Group and Slocan
Valley Watershed Alliance. This
accord follows the format of the
South Island Forest Accord on
Vancouver Island, identifying areas
of agreement between forest
workers and environmentalisis.

WEST ARM
WILDERNESS
UNDER ATTACK

The West Arm Wildemess on
Koolenay Lake was submitied as a
posal 1o Provincial

wildcmess pro ] CL
Parks and Wilderness for the 90s
in the spring of this year. No
decisions have been made yet by
the govemment, apparently because

cf the overwhelming number of
applications o this process.

Frustrated by the lack of
govemment response, six hundred
people blocked access o a road-
building crew at Lasca Creek in the
West Arm Wildemess in late
September. 64 people were amrested
in this non-violent protest.

Amongst the MOF's staled goals
are commimments (0 preserve
representative examples of the
province's diverse natural
landscapes and (o maintain
biological diversity. The Southem
Columbia Mountains region, which
includes the West Arm Wildemess,
has less than 1 percent of its arca
in parks, mainly at high elevaton.
Biologists recognize that 1 percent
is an inadequate level of protection
o maintain biological diversity.

Wildemess is rapidly vanishing in
the Southemn Columbia Mountains.
Only 16 percent of this 20,000
kilometre region, extending from
the Okanagan Highland in the west
nearly to Cranbrook in the east,
remains roadless. The 600 square
kilometre West Arm Wildemess Is
one of the few remaining
opporunities o prolect a sizeable,
unroaded, forested piece of
wildemiess.

The proposed YWest Amm
Wildeness is mostly forested,
containing excellent representation
of Southem Columbia old-growth
forests. The mountainous area also
includes beautiful small lakes and

Marshiand witdife habital, Lasca Creek area. Pholo: WCIWC - West Koolenay BIF

WCWC EDMONTON

Boreal forest defence

The WCWC - Edmonton Branch
in Formanon represents the first
group of WCWC members to

organize outside of B.C. WCWC

- Edmonton grew out of a
meeting between WCWC
Canvass Co-ordinator Frank
Sloan and Edmonton
environmentalist Brian Toole at
the December 1989 ALPAC
public hearings.
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The protection of Canada’s
Boreal forest is WCWC -
Edmonton’s most important
issue. A boreal forest bioregion
educatonal newspaper is in the
works, the first publicaton for
the Edmonton BIFE. WCWC -
Edmonton is planning to conduct
an educatonal canvass

throughout the city in November,

WCWC-EDMONTON
BOX 12018 EDMONTON, ALBERTA
Ts] EL2 py. (403) 4308310

Lasca Creek valley, proposed West Amn Wildemness. Pholo: WCWC - West Kootenay BIF

part of the shoreline of Koolenay
Lake. Wildlife values are very
high, including North America’s
largest concentration of osprey,
as well as cougar, woodland
caribou and grizzly bear.

The West Arm Wildemess is rich
in nauve history; pictographs, a
burnial ground and many artfacts
have been located here. Non-native
history includes old pack trails up
Lasca, Narmows and Hamop Creeks,
and the remains of Chinese bake
OvVEns.

The West Arm ghould be

thoroughly evaluated for all values,

not just tmber. There should be
extensive and meaningful
community involvement in land
use planning. Shon-term economic
gain should not automancally be
given precedence over long-lerm
values. Nelson's economy is no
longer based on resource
extraction. Educational instifutions,
health spas and retreat facilides are
being atracted (o the arca by the
speclacular scenery. Tounsm has
increased by 25% in cach of the
past (wo years. The tounsm
polential of the West Arm
Wildemess is substantial.

Logging and road building in the
West Amm should be deferred, and
a thorough study done of land use
options. To start with, the 60-day
postponement of road-building
requesied by the Regional Distnzt
and Nelson City Council should be
heeded.

CELGAR EXPANSION

The wood chip supply for the
Celgar pulp mill has also come
under scrutiny from the local
“doubting Toms". Celgar’s
expansion is intended to double the
pulp production, so it would seecm
logical that twice Lthe current level
of umber harvesting would be
necessary  feed the machinery,
Celgar claims that their position
has always been that there was
excessive waste from TFLs in the
area that could supply all their-

needs. However, the real question
is, did Celgar’s original assessment
rely on the polential resources of
the dormant TFLs as well as those
that were being actively worked at
the time?

The fervent way in which village
walersheds have been sought for
umber this summer has raised
suspicion of Celgar's claims that
sufficient waste wood is available
o justify mill expansion. Celgar
appears to be using the argument
of excessive wasle as a lever 10

activate currenuly dormant TFLs in
iheir supply block.

The very first recommendation that
the Federal Environmental
Assessment Review Panel (EARP)
of February 1991 made in their
final papers conceming Celgar's

CXpansion was:

Although management of provincial
Crown forests was excluded from
the Panel' s mandate, the Panel
recognizes that there may be
governmental decisions regarding
harvesring which pertain to the
supply of wood chips for Celgar
and which have undesirable
environmental effects. Such
decisions may include approval of
forest management land and
permits under existing fenure,
rights to additional harvesting
under Pulp Wood Agreement #9,
and changes to forest managemend
resulting from the work of the
Forest Resources Commission.

The panel recommends that any
decisions take into consideration
the protection of high elevation
Jorests, community watersheds, fish
and wildlife habitat, soil quality
and recreational and aesthetic use |
of the forests in southeastern 5
British Columbia. ¥

Currently the Ministry of 3
Forests is not making any effort
to sansfy these recommendations.

WCWC-WEST KOOTENAY MAILING
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WCWC’S ACTIVE CAMPAIGNS

Your Commiltee was
busy this year defending
wilderness. Here is a
summary of some of our
efforts on your behalf.

TSITIEKA VALLEY
ROBSON BIGHT

This campaign’s goal is protection
of the orca rubbing beaches near
Robson Bight and prolection from
logging of the Lower Tsitika, the
last significant valley-bottom to
mounlain-top ancient forest on
Vancouver Island’s east coasl. The
Tsilika campaign has been
spearheaded by WCWC - Victoria.
During the summer and fall of
1991, WCWC biologists based at
Wolvenne Camp in the Lower
Tsitika conducted a biological
inventory of the old-growth forest
there.

CHILCOTINS

The magnificent Chilcotin
wildemess on the east slope of the
Coast Range must be protected from
logging and mining exploration.
WOCWC has joined with the Nemiah
Indian Band to gather information
and photos for an up-coming book
documenting the Nemiah peoples’
relationship with their wildemess
homeland. WCWC sits on the
govemment-sponsored committee
that is considering the Chilko Lake
region for wildemess protection

Meanwhile, roadbuilding and
logging scheduled to begin in the
Bonanza and Leckie creck valleys
in the Southemn Chilcotins next year

must be stopped.

WCWC OTTAWA

Opposition toJames Bay

A number of Western Canada
Wilderness Committee members
in Ottawa have béen meenng

over the past few months to
form a branch of WCWC here.

At a membership meeting on
July 3, 1991, we unanimously
approved our status as a
WCWC Branch-in-Formanon!
The meeting was held at the
McNabb Community Centre in
Ottawa, with 35 members in
attendance.

On October 26, WCWC-Otlawa
will hold a grand opening
celebration at our new office
and store location at 6 Byward
Market, Ottawa. This great
location will serve as a base of
operations for our membership
canvass and campaigns and
education and as an outlet for
WCWC products! Please feel
free 1o drop by, chat or offer
support!! Donations are, of

Bonanza Creek In the Southem Chicotins. Logging scheduled fo begin in 1992.

FORESTRY PRACTICES
WCWC has long been involved in a
campaign o change
environmentally-damaging and
labour-insensitive foresiry practices.
WCWC published Crisis in the
Woods and Preserve the
Environment and Jobs, black and
white information newspapers on
BC's inappropriate forestry
practices. In the spring of 1991
Mark Wareing, WCWC's stafl
forester, prepared a critique of the
Forest Resources Commission repon
on B.C. forestry. Mark also
travelled to Europe 1o attend the
United Natons Conference on

spoke 10 a number of environment
group representatives from around
the world and helped draft a joint
stalement on sustainable forestry
practices.

course, welcome--surplus office
supplies as well as money!

With this branch of WCWC
active in the east, we can now
focus more energy on
wilderness issues specific to
central and eastern Canada. Our
campaigns will, of course,
include the environmentally
disastrous James Bay II Hydro
project. We are organizing a
team of volunteers to research,
produce and publish a James
Bay issue paper in French and
English and we will work with
local and regional environmental
and native groups to oppose this
project. We will also hold a
public meeting and slideshow
on the issue to raise public
awareness and suppor!

WCWC-OTTAWA

STORE & OFFICE

6 BYWARD MARKET, OTTAWA, ONTARIO
PH. (613) 526-9453

Mark has presented hus community
Forest Walch sessions in Bella
Coola, Salmon Amm, Kelowna,
Vemon, Fernie, 100 Mile House,
Rock Creck, Cortez Island,
Revelstoke, Port Alberni and
Bralome. In the past year WCWC
has sent forestry information, photos
and video footage to the United
States, Europe, Japan, New Zealand
and Australia.

WATERSHED LOGGING
For over two years, WCWC has
mounted a campaign to stop
clearcut logging in Greater
Vancouver's drinking water supply

arcas - the source of our murky ~ the spring of

drinking water during storms. Mark
Wareing, WCWC's staff forester,
has led this campaign. In February
of 1991 WCWC published

Warershed Logging, an information
newspaper about the logging in
Vancouver's drinking water supply
areas. In the spring of 1991 Mark
presented a brief to the Greater
Vancouver regional District
Watershed Management Public
Review entitled Forest Practices in
Greater Vancouver's Drinking
Water Catchment Areas - Impacts
on Water Quality and Forest
Ecosystem Health.

| WILD SIDE OF

VANCOUVER ISLAND

Our Wild Side campaign is aumed at
protecting 22 key wildemess areas
on the west coast, or "wild side,” of
Vancouver Island, including
Carmmanah/Walbran, Clayoquot
Sound and Brooks Peninsula. This
campaign was launched with the
publication of Clayoquot - On the
Wild Side. In the autumn of 1990,
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with the generous financial
assistance of Mountain Equipment
Co-op, WCWC published 200,000
copies of an educational newspaper
about the west coast wildermness
areas of Vancouver Island. Joe Foy,
Adrian Dorst and Cameron Young
conducted a Wild Side slideshow
tour of Vancouver Island over the
winter of 1990, Also in the winter
of 1990, WCWC eamed up with
the people al the Vancouver
Planetarium (o present an amazing
360 degree panoramic slide show of
Clayoquol Sound using the
photlography of Adnan Dorst

Rescarchers working out of
WCWC's newly re-built research
station in the Carmanah Valley
discovered Canada's second
marbled murrelet nest in the
Walbran Valley in the summer of
1991 (the first nest was found there
a year carlier). A hiking and road
access map for the Walbran Valley
was published in the spring of 1991,
Two fact-finding expeditions have
been mounted by WCWC into the
Brooks Peninsula wildermess on the

northwest coast of Vancouver
Island.

KITLOPE

The Kitope, located south of
Kitimat on the B.C. coast, is the

largest unlogged watershed in the
I'.empcrme rainforest n:ghm_ Simzc

w' . .r din 'llF‘Lll .-
into the Kitlope.

generous donanon from
Patagonia Inc., WCWC
published 100,000 Kitlope
educational newspapers in the
spring of 1990.

KOEYE

The Koeye is a diverse wildemess
watershed on the south mainland
coast. WCWC published a brief
entitled Koeye River Warershed
Wilderness Reserve Proposal calling
for the preservation of the entire
walershed.

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

Presentations by WCWC
representatives in dozens of schools
and clubs over the last four months
are helping to educate the public
about wildemess issues.

WCWC-MAIN OFFICE

STORE & OFFICE

20 WATER STREET, VANCOUVER, B.C.
V&8 IA4

FH. (60d) 833-5220

FAX (604) 6835219
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