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WCWC SEEKS 40 PERCENT WILDERNESS
PRESERVED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

H ow much wilderness preservation is enough? We

know it's not 12 percent! The [UCN’s (World
Conservation Union) Jeffrey McNeely, who coined
the 12 percent figure, told us that this was just his
guess at how much preservanon might be poliically
achievable world-wide...not whalt 18 necessary 1o
maintain biodiversity, nor what could be acheved
in an environmentally-aware country like Canada!

WCWC is proposing a 40 percent solution. It's
based on the Conservation Vision we developed
for Vancouver Island in 1993. Mapping oul he
principles of conservation biology led us to

the conclusion that 40 percent of the

Island’s land base had 1o be protected in

large wildemess preserves with inter-
connecting comidors in order 10 hang on (0
wildlife, wild salmon, and the natural

ecology.

When the B.C. government, pressured by
groups such as Warld Wildlife Fund,
committed, in 1990, to a preservation goal
of 12 percent, it was a 12 percent
minimum preservation for all the diverse
ecosystems found in the province, Through
the Commission on Resources and
Environment (CORE) processes

for Vancouver Island, the

Kootenays and the Canbou-

Chilcotin, 12 percent was

umed 1nlo @ preservauon

maximum of B.C.'s land_

base. Political expedience,

not ecological wisdom,

drove the CORE processes.

In 1995, the B.C. govemment embarked
upon its most recent park process under
the Lower Mainland Regional Public Advisory

Committee (RPAC). This process, the most hughly-
government-manipulated of all, sowed biner seeds
of dissension amongst B.C.'s environment groups.
Here's how it worked. The B.C. government
handpicked the RPAC members, avoiding groups
like WOWC and its own Parks Branch. It capped
preservation at 13 percent of the land base It
required that the stakeholders on RPAC--the logmng
industry, labour and environmentalists—come (O @
consensus on which areas would be saved and
which would be logged. It kept the
process behind closed doors
and refused to allow public
review of the recommenda-
tons. And it requured that
those taking part in the
CONnsensus process not
criticise the land use plan,
including the "relaxed
rules® for loggng, nor
work to change i
afterwards. In
other words Lhe
Environment groups
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represented could not fight on to protect more land
even if circumstances changed or saentific
knowledge and understanding expanded!

What a way for government to off-load its
responsibility to make political decisions. What a
way to divide the environment movement! Can you
imagine what would have happened if this lactic
had been used to legiimize the B.C. government’s
April 1993 decision to save only one-third of
Clayogquot Sound and open the rest up Lo logging?

WCWC has never sold out another group's special
wilderness area. We have never advocated trading-
off protection of one wilderness area for another.
We have tried to suppon, not discredit, any
environment group that wanits to fight on for more
protection afler a govemment decision has been
made. When the environmental groups who created
and endorsed the Lower Mainland RPAC land use
plan lauded the October 1996 decision that pro-
tected only 20 percent of the Stoltmann Wilderness
and opened the beaunful Upper Elaho and Sims 1o
clearcutting, WCWC was nghtfully angry.

The way to avoid a split in the environment move-
ment is for all the major groups (o get together and
~. en masse refuse (o parucipate in
the government’s park plannng
processes unless the processes
are open and public, unless
they allow for options
that permil eovironmental
representatives 0 eXpress
the movement's diversity
= of visions, and unless
- \he Cap 0N preservauon 1s
lifted 1o allow for decisions that
will truly conserve biodiversity,
wildlife and wildemess, forever,
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WCWC Staff

From top to bottom, left to right: Joe Foy, Campaign Director; Paul George, Founder &
Publications Director; Adriane Carr, Fundraising & Campaign Director; Tanya Hedch,
Office Assistant; Brian Conner, Comptrolier; Andrea Reimer, Office & Membership;
Sue Fox, Publications & Communications: Jennifer Duncan, Wholesale & Mail
Coordinator; Anthony Marr, BET'R Campaign Director; Andrea Maenza, Bear Initative
Campaigner; Tim Murphy, Canvass Director; Tina Knowlan, Store Manager; Bonita
Charette, Bear nitiative Campaigner; Mona Lisa Amirsetia, Data Entry; James Gogan,
Stoltmann Campaigner

Store Staff; Kerry Dawson, Volunteer Coordinator &
Not available for photo: Selena Blals, Store Staff
Helen Evans, Store Staff; Chris Player, GIS
Consultant; Jeremy Hoey, Data Entry; Alice Eaton,
Director & Volunteer Receptionist; Andy Miller, Bear
Intiative Campaigner.

A Special Message from the
WCWC Board of Directors

On behalf of the WCWC Directors, I would like to
thank our stafT for their enthusiasm, hard work and
dedication 10 conservation 1n B.C. While we wish

the remuneration could more adequately match your

hlshﬂndmhnfwrk w:cannff:thtltss

As (he largest independent wilderness preservation
orgamization in B.C., WCWC has developed a
reputation for getting the job done with integrity

and perseverance. WCWC has never relinguished its

nght to forcefully and strongly speak out for
adequate protection of the natural environment
before it is altered and destroyed by a totally
outdated approach (o resource utilizatuon. We are
supported 1o our aims by & large and growing
membership,

We thank you. Wildlife thanks you. The success of

Lhis mgamﬂum 18 owed to you, our valued staff

/ Kevin Bell. Chairman
ZA
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WCWC's 1996/97
1 Board of Directors

Kevin Bell - naturalist (Chair)

Yolker Bodegom - suthor

Robent Broughton® - systems analyst
(Membership Secretary)

Adnane Carr - geogripher (Executive Team)
Alice Eaton® - retired social worker

( Secretary-Treasurer)
Paul George - mologist (Executive Team)

Mike Gildersleeve® - social worker

lan Mackenzie - photographer and author
Annctie Tanner - leacher

Bruce Wnght* - envuonmental consultant

The number of Board members is fixed in WCWC
bylaws &l ten, with two of these appointed from
WCWC's four-member Executive Team by Team
consensus. The eight other Board members are
elected st WCWC's Annual Geoeral Mectings
(AGMs). Four are elected each year for

two-year temns. Directors listed with & *** were
-mnm;mm

'RECENT WILDERNESS
PRESERVATION SUCCESSES

At last. the entire 107,000 hectare Stein Valley received the pr ction the
First Nations and environmentalists had been fighting fnrm W H,
gain. Many WCWC members, volunteers and staff were on hand tc celet
At the request of the Lytton and ML EthuﬂHmm :..

Paul George and Joe Foy joined with others (0 witness the joint m '_:_‘;
agreement between these First Nations and the Province, wh:hﬂ

signed on that wonderful day of cclebration. -a_-J,_

On October 28, 1996 the newly elected Clark Government made its fis ir ap
major park announcement—23 new parks for B.C. 's Lower Mainland regios 'f
Among the new parks were mntummmwmthdw rﬁﬁ 3
vigorously to save. But government protected only 2,830 mﬂm
Caren Range (WCWC had proposed 8,500 ha); only 8,905 ha. of the

Chilliwack/Greenpdrop Lakes; only 150 ha. on Mt. Elphinstone Mﬂ'n
49.670 ha (about one-fifth) of the 260,000 Stoltmann Wildemess. 78 4

The precious wilderness areas left unprotected, including pristine valle {
the Stoltmann and essential Spotted Owl habiat, and the m?mu VOW =
that this was the "final solution” for the Lower Mainland tempered WCW 4-,'

celebranon of these recent successes.

-

-

lI'

*-'.
-

i,

gt =

VOLUNTEERS--HEART OF THE
WILDERNESS COMMITTEE

1996 has been a wildly active vear for WCW(C''s
dedicated and treless Vancouver based volunteer
t€am. Unur volunteers came out i force o our many
and demonstrations, ncluding the
longest-ever protest staged on the lawn of the B.(
legislature. Led by James Jamieson, an army of
and freeang
lemperatures (o reman camped at the legislature for
two months (January and February), demanding
open public meetings (o determine the completion
ol our parks system for the Lower Mainland Other

teams of WCWC volunteers were drenched 1o west
coast downpours on Flores Island in the centre of

Clayoquot Sound. Beginning in March of 1996,
WCW( *-u[umucn made several trnips o Clayoquot

protests, rallies

volunteers braved snow. sleet

L0 sel up, relocate and tear down camps for the 20
Y aAnco o I'.-._." YOULD INVOoLYEed 1o the yount

1ril-'r II-"-i-1 '.Lr'.- LS LTI |'-_[-. -"1“'.|_EI'|'_- LAY aant 5!'._I|:l .|||__,|!|q-
Herilage Irail and Eco-Tourism Project

'Hlll-.LJ:'.u_'h alré Lné danving lorce 1n our Lrastowt
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maulouts. wilh n Ding. Iung data entrm W '_‘i'l Fjj'_fl_'
upkeep, research, photography, campaign suppon
ind much, much mo
Many new volunteers jouned our team throughout
Unmer of 1¥Y0 W help clear a 28-kK1lometre
i i '.,I-_ f | l..
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* membership servicing

community shideshows throughout the Lower
Mainland, raising both awareness and funds to help
save thus spectacular wilderness area.

During the 90-day sign up period in the fall of
1996, dedicated volunteers such as Doug Carter,
Dennis Berryman, Evelyn Kirkaldy, Bamey Kemn
and more than 1,700 others have been pounding the
pavement around the province collecting signatures
on the Ban Bear Hunting Petiton Impative which
the Wilderness Commiftee suppors. A group of
hardy volunteers went on the road in the Bear
“Care-a-Van™ visiting Prince George, Williams
Lake and the Okanagan in this effort to bring an
énd (0 sport and trophy hunting of bears in B.C.

Special thanks go w0 Alice Eaton, James Gogan,
Mike (nldersleeve, Li-Ping Mok, Paul Lamben,
John Thompson and Tony Hilton for their superb
ledication and support. A big thanks to every single
person who helped out this year — great work!

'he Wilderness Commuirttee always needs and
welcomes new volunteers, We particularly need
volunteers 1o assist in the following areas

* recepuon help with our constantly nnging phones
* mainienance of the shde/photo library

issistance

volunteers can drop in for one of ur fun and
soc1al volunteer nights, every Wednesday and
6:00 to 9:30 p.m. [ hope ©
U wno bve in the Lower Mainland a8

mgnts soon'

Lontact Kerry Dawson, our volunteer coordinator
and stoltmann Campaigner, al 604-683-8220.




Biosphere Reserve solution could iti
positively
resolve the C!ayoquot Sound conflict .

The conservanon of Clayoquot Sound has been a
WCWC campaign priority for over 12 years. This
262,000 hectare region of sandy-beached 1slands,
ﬂlmun—richﬁvc:smdninfummdvaﬂcysmﬂm
west coast of Vancouver Island has the largest
remaimng tract of low-elevation oldgrowth
temperate rainforest left in North America.

On Apnl 13, 1993, the B.C. government announced
that 1t wm!q preserve only one-third of Clayoquot
m leaving the rest open to logging. Its decision
met w:_lh proicsis on an unprecedented global scale,
mggenng the arrests of over 900 citizens in
peaa:cﬁ.ul logging road blockades and prompting
ml_:ma_unnnl consumer boycoft campaigns directed
pnmar_ﬂy at the forest company with the largest
stake in Clayoquot—MacMillan Bloedel Ltd. The
local Nuu-chah-nuith First Nations had not been
consulted in the government’s decision.

Adnane Carr became coordinator of WCWC's
Claj,rn-qum Campaign in 1993, Since then, the
campaign strategy has focused on WCWC working
with First Nations towards a solution that is both
ecologically and economically sound: protecting the
natural hentage of Clayoquot's wild salmon streams
and ﬂldgmwth forests for future generations at the
SamE Ome as creating job opportunites in fields
such as eco-tourism that sustain local communities.

Since Apnl of 1993 we have built a 29-km hiking
trail in the Clayoquot River Valley, raised funds for
the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations to boardwalk a
portion of the Big Cedars Trail on Meares Island,
opened an office in the village of Ahousaht,
mounted joint expeditions and research projects
with the Ahousaht First Nations into the Ursus
River Valley and the Pretty Girl/Easter Lake areas,
put on hundreds of slide shows, issued hundreds of
media releases, toured a giant redcedar stump and
multi-media show across North Amenica and to
research reports (co-published with Ahousal
Nations), three full-colour maps (two co-published
with Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations) and almost one-
half million copies of four educational newspapers.

Our 1996 Clayoquot Campaign activilies include.

» maintaining an office and local coordinator,
Susan Jones, in Clayoquot Sound.

+ acting in a communication and liaison capacity
for different stakeholders.

« researching and producing a report entitled
An analysis of the landslides which occurred
during heavy rainstorms in Clayogquot Sound
in mid-January 1996, at the request of
Hesquiaht First Natons. Researcher lan
Mackenze found that previously logged areas
were up to 20 umes more likely to have
landslides than areas of oldgrowth forests.
There were no landslides in the large pnstine
valleys: the Clayoquot, Ursus and Sydney.

« publishing and distrnibuting 100,000 copies of &

Youth who participated in bullding the trail.

"dc beaches of Flores Island. About 3 km of AT

»
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new educational paper entitled Beautiful ﬁ *J_ b ;l_ gl
Clayoquot Sound: Ancient Rainforests - s :»gﬂ_:}__ ot ol
Pristine Salmon Streams - Fifteen-year fight = :fi”;: :m Y

lo preserve this precious heritage continues. B KA Fher gL
producing a full-colour computer-generated map

PROMU ST et
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of the _watershcds of Clayoquot Sound. a3 on your ry
mouning jointly with Ahousaht First Nations a = to protect
seven-month-long project, the Ahousahr Wild c':!ﬂquut_

Side Heritage Trail and Eco-Tourism Project.
Coordinated by Susan Jones and a locally-hired
staff of four others, this project hired, through

the support of a Youth Services Canada prant,

20 local native and non-native youth to receive
traiming 1n the field of eco-tourism and re-
establish @ 16 kilometre-long traditional hiking

e e

Adriane Carr In front of Hyatt Regency Hotel
where Federal cabinet met In January, 1996.

Sound land use controversy. Such a proposal
must leverage funds from governments and
industry for research, traimng, economic
transition and development of an altemative
sustainable economy based pnmarily on eco-
tourism, fishenies, eco-forestry and locally-
owned value-added industry. A Biosphere
Reserve must also institute the innovanve, First
Nations-negotiated Intenm Measures Agreement
(e.g., the continuation of the Clayoquot Central
Region Board as a management body and the
establishment of Tribal Parks) and the vision of
the Clayoquot Scientific Panel (e.g., further
protection of areas based on assessment of all
forest values, including cultural, spintual,
recreational and biodiversity values.)

WCWC's Clayoquot Campaign 1S entenng an

intense, potentially successful year in 1997,

the trail was boardwalked. A trail route from
Cow Bay to the top of Mt. Flores was cleared
and marked. Two repons were generated by
WCWC during the project: the Ahousaht Wild
Side Trail Survey Options Report and the
Ahousaht Wild Side Heritage Trail and
Ecotourism Development and Management
Options report which was drafted for WCWC
by ecotourism consultant James MacGregor.
publishing a new poster, Ahousaht Wild Side
Heritage Trail » Flores Island - Ahousaht
First Nations® Territory - Clayoquot Sound

+ Treat with Care and Respect in ume for the
celebration marking the end of our jont
Ahousaht-WCWC Wild Side traul project.
providing information to a wide vanety of
stakeholders about United Nations Biosphere
Reserves. WCWC is currently involved 1n the
local development of a U.N. Biosphere Reserve
proposal as a possible solution to the Clayoquot

Stanley Sam, Sr. with trall marker sign he produced for Ahousaht
Wild Side Heritage Trail.




An Act to Prohibit the Hunting of Bears - B

1775 dedicated volunteer canvassers prove overwhelming citizen support for more

On July 12, 1996, WCWC founder Paul George
was formally accepted by Elections B.C. as the
Proponent of An Act to Prohibit the Hunting of
Bears. It was the first serious citizen-initiative under
B.C.'s new Recall and Initiative Act. B.C. 15 the
only province in Canada to have an act allowing for
this kind of participatory democCracy.

To get the proposed Ban Bear Hunting legislation
on the ballet, we must collect signatures from at
least 10 percent of the registered voters in all 75
electoral districts of B.C,, some 222,000 signatures
province-wide. This has to be done within a 90 day
period, set for Sept. 9 1o Dec. 8, 1996. Even more
daunting, each signature must be witnessed by a
registered voter that has been officially approved by
Elections B.C. as a volunteer canvasser.

To win the subsequent referendum, the Proponent
must have support votes from 50%+ of all the
registered voters throughout the province. No
elected government has ever received such a
mandate. To top it all off, after all these hurdles are
passed, the only obligation the government
ultimately has is to give the proposed Act furst
reading in the Legislature. B.C. has by far the
hardest citizen-imtiative/referendum rules of any
junisdiction in North Amenca!

Regardless of how difficult it may be to succeed,
George decided to try the ininative process,
convinced of the widespread public support for
banning sport and trophy hunting of bears and the
need to act now to protect them before it 15 too late.
WCWC registered as a Sponsoring group. Sixty-nine
groups and 38 individuals registered as opponents.
In June, before the Ininanve was launched,
Anthony Marr, WCWC's BET'R campaigner, set

out on the first of what was eventually (o become
three B.C.-wide road tours, seeking publicity and

mﬁﬁh Eight weeks and 12,000
km later, he had gm:rnmd over 12[! n:mpapcr
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articles and dozens of hours of radio and T.V.
interviews and delivered over 50 live presentations
where he was often interrupted and verbally abused
by large groups of hostile hunters. He also bult
support and established a basic network of
volunteers in all but two of the electoral districts he

visited.

The 90 day signature-gathenng penod began on
September 9, 1996. Elections B.C. gave us one
copy of each of the 75 different pentions (the same

except for the electoral district name). We began
duplicating the petitions and maps and mailing them
out with instructions to the volunteer Canvassers.

It was a nightmare getting signatures in the Greater
Vancouver and Victoria areas, The vast majority of
ciizens wanted to sign, but canvassers struggled (0
determine which one of the many electoral cdistncts
the supporters lived in and often didn't have the
nght peaton at hand.

But these bureaucratic hurdles were a munor
problem compared to the backlash unleashed by the
mudslinging from one of the officially regstered
opponents of the Imtiative. In an outrageously
defamatory column in the September/October 1ssue
of the Ourdoor Edge hunting magazine, Doug
Walker, Executive Direclor -::rf the B.C. WIlLﬂle

Federation said WCWC was in
termnst groups who thrcﬂlen um!m

N .\‘r_\.‘I -:t

.C. Initiative lseom_
protection of B.C. Bears

l: ||:r _'

Press conference, June 5, 1996, announcing the Tf
start of the Bear Referendum with Anthony Marr
of WCWC, Paul George, Proponent. Slerra Legal

Defense Fund lawyers Greg McDade and David m :

houses, send razor blades in the mail and kill family
pets”. Only under threat of legal action from
WCWC did the BCWF remove their magannes
from store shelves and apologize in public media
for their completely false accusation. But the
damage was done. It was difficult to get canvassers
in the north where the hunting lobby 1S strong.
Long after BCWF’s apology was printed, we were
still confronted with their lies. There is no doubt
that we got fewer signatures than we would have if
such dirty tactics had not been employed.

With the publication of a one-page Impative ad in
WCWC's four-page Educational Report entitled
Bears Need More Protection Now (170,000 copies
printed and distributed), support grew. In three
months 1,775 volunteer canvassers were approved
of by Elections B.C. Signatures began pournng in.

One volunteer had a bnlliant 1dea: declare
November 16, Municipal Elections Day, "Care for
Bears Day® and have the volunteer canvassers stand
on public property cutside voting places to gather
signatures. The Sierra Legal Defense Fund
checked it out. The law only prohubited election-

"% %ﬂs u%ia! 1:b-|:nE iﬂg station. : '

Despite thas, most of the volunieer canvassers were 1
asked or forced to move beyond the 100 metre
limit. So instead of getting an estimated 100,000
signatures that day, we got approximately 30,000,
Proponent Paul George i1s making a formal
Ombudsman complaint...but there is no way (o
make up for the losl signamres.

As of November 29, 1996 (one week before the
final Initiative deadline) 75,000 signatures (four
electoral districts with the required 10 percent) had
been sent in. Thousands more were on the way. Not
enough, but still an incredible show of support. So
much that surely the B.C. government will at least
stop all gnzzly bear hunting, stop the spring black
bear hunt, raise tenfold the current penalties for
poaching, and set aside more bear sanctuanes.

i e g el HEPL I
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A special thanks goes to campaign workers Bonita
Charette, Lisa Moffatt, Andrea Maenza, Andy
Miller, Victona's Liora Freedman and to all those
who circulated and signed the petition, donated
funds, helped organize booths and "Care for Bears
Day” and volunteered at Bear Headquarters. The
fight to save B.C.'s bears will continue.




:lsc:lg's FIGHT TO PHO'I_'EC'I‘ STOLTMANN WILDERNESS HEATS UP
L. Government decides to save only 20% of the 260,000 ha area

For the last two years the Wildeness Committee
has been working—-at times literally around the
clock—to mobilize public Support to save the entire
260,000 hectare Stoltmann Wildemness area—the
largest remmmng area of ancient forest in the
glﬁ::;ﬂh;!mfjmd Our goal is to get the B.C.

ent (o provide ! ‘
it am;-t full park protection for this

The Slnltmann Wilderness is named after the young
conservabonst and former WCWC employee,
Randy Stoltmann, who in early 1994 submitted a
formal pmpusal lo the B.C. government calling for
the protection of the area. Sadly, in May of 1994,
he was killed in a mountaineenng accident.

The Stoltmann Wilderness includes four large intaci
nver valleys: Sims Valley, Clendenning Valley,
Upper Ela.hln:- Valley and Upper Lillooet Valley.
They contain some of the finest big-treed Douglas
fir forest left on the south coast of B.C.

Since 1994 WCWC has been campaigming as hard
4s we can to mobilize public support for full
protection of the entire area. We lost the T‘E{ round.
On October 28, 1996 the B.C. government
announced that only 20 percent of the 260.000
hectare Stoltmann Wilderness would be protected,
in two small unconnected parks: a 29,800 hectare
area including the Clendenning Watershed and a
19,870 hectare area in the Upper Lillooet watershed.
The rest, including the fabulous Elaho Valley, is
slated for high intensity logging. Approval has
already been given to InterFor for a new bridge
crossing further up the Elaho Valley.

Sadly, some environment groups recommended and
now endorse this short-sighted government decision.
They have also agreed to remain silent regarding
the clearcut destruction of the rest of the area.

But WCWC is not one of those groups and we are
not going (o be silent. The fight for the Stoltmunn
is not over. We are escalating our campaign locally
and internanonally and will not give up until the
entire Stoltmann Wilderness is saved. The following
chronology highlights our 1996 Stoltmann
Campaign activities.

January 1996: WCWC Pickets RPAC

WOWC stall and volunteers picket meetmgs of the 13-
member Regional Public Advisory Commifiee (RPAC)
Members mmclude representatves of the umber mdustry,
mining industry, governmen! and govemment-picked
environmental "moderates”™. RPAC's mandale 15 W
determine by consensus (hose areas of the Lower

Mainland to be granted park protection and those areas o
be allocated o industry. It is wld it can protect no more
than 13 percent of the Lower Mainland's land area-2.2
percent more than already is prolected m existng parks.
WCWC pickets RPAC meeungs because the public
(inchuding WCWC) is not allowed o attend meelings, nor
are any open-house public meelings planned o present
RPAC's recommendations o the public for their inpul.

February: WCHWC’s Flying Teni

WCWC staff and volunteers, lead by Campaigner James
Jamieson, set up camp on the B.C. Legislarure Lawn,
vowing (o stay there until the B.C. govemnment grants
open house public meetings (o discuss the (ate of the
Swlmann Wilderness and other Lower Manland
proposed parks. When Jamieson 18 10ld he can no longer
place a tent on the Legislature Lawns, puls lus tenl on
casters and continuously ows it around the building
After objections w the rolling tent, Jamieson fills it with
a dozen helium-filled balloons and floats it just above (he
ground. One blustery day WCWC's flying tent blows
away, 10 be found a week later on Galiano [sland.

March: Tenr Moves to Premier's Vancouver Office
WCWC, after over two months of conlinuous protest on
the B.C. legislature lawns (the longest such protest on
record), moves ils pickets, Noatng tent and all, o the
sidewalk in front of Premier Glen Clark’s Vancouver
offices in the Vancouver Trade and Convention Centre.
WCWC mainiains ils Vancouver lent-in for two weeks,
uniil it becomes clear that the RPAC decision will not be

s Wt il o .
P ' ko _ | ¥ October: Pedrions, Poster and Protesi

Sthmekmdhmnueﬁﬂufl:ﬁm'm
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WCWC fnrmluniuninlhemgufiﬂﬂnhﬂpuin
awareness and funds to save the Swoltmann Wilderness.

July: Legal Action Launched; More Trails & Artists
Sierra Legal Defense Fund, on behalf of WCWC, applies
for a B.C. Supreme Court date to seek an mjunction to
stop road building in the Upper Elaho wntil a full court
judicial review of the B.C. Forest Service decision to
allow it can be heard WCWC volunieers begin work on
the Hundred Lakes Plateau section of the proposed rail
route. Another artists’ campout is held in the Swltmann.

August: WCWC in Court; More Trails and Artises

B.C. Supreme Court hears our case agamnst the illegal
[nterFor logging road and denies WCWC’s request to
bave road building stopped on the grounds that even
though the road many be illegal it must be completed to
prevent environmental damage. WCWC vows to continne
Its court bamle o determine the logging road's legaliry.
Anotber artsts’ campout is held in the Sims and the
Upper Elaho Valleys. One hundred artists have now
parucipated. WCWC volunteers continue o work on the
Stwoltmann Hiking Route. RPAC finally passes its
recommencations on W the B.C. government
recommending that only 20 percent of the Stoltmann
Wildemness be preserved. The entire Elaho Valley and
Sims Valley are recommended for clearcut logging by
InterFor. Half of the Upper Lillooet is also recommended
lor loggmng. No open-house public meetngs are held

Looking toward Canyon Camp up the Elaﬁn -
River Valley.

Valley where the finest forests in the Stoltmann erow

May: WCWC Produces New Stoltmann Paper

WCWC produces and distributes 80,000 copies of a new
educational four-page, full-colour pew spaper enttled
‘Oiolmann Wilderness, Save the entire 260 000 hectares

June: More Trail Surveying; First Ardsts’ Camp
"xj"-"(_“"'-'u"{.‘ volunieers extend the Stoltmann Hiking Route
further up the Elaho Valley and over the pass towards
Meager Creek Hotsprings. Meanwhile, InterFor be gns
blasting a logging road three kilometres up the Elaho
Valley, coming within 100 metres of the Elaho Giant. the
thurd largest Douglas fir in Canada, discovered by

lemporary bndge over Sundown Creek 1o allow its heavy
machinery o cross. WCWC delivers a letter o the
Squamish Forest Service oflice poinong owt that the road
building is a year ahead of schedule and illegal because a
60 day public notice has not been given by InterFor, as
requured by law. Road bulding cononues. WCWC
establishes a temporary camp on a large sand bar beside

Artists
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toltmann

S

_ ﬁ “1‘ '\im\ﬁ{:g \
WLDENE f \

e

- i o
o LY

U
|‘.-ﬁ-'-lﬂl
PR

g—

T

Stoltmann protesters at the RPAC
announcement at the Pan Pacific Hotel
in Vancouver, October 1996,

.

September: Siolomann Hiking Route Swrvey Completed
WCWC volunteers complete clearing and marking the 28
km huking route from the Upper Elaho Valley w the
Meager Creek Valley. WCWC formally applies to
Distnict Forest Service Office for official Hiking Trail
stalus. WOWC publishes a hiking guide w the Stoltmann,

WOWC presents Save Sioltmann Wilderness Petitions
with over 12,000 signamres w B.C.'s pew Environment
Mimster, Paul Ramsey. WCWC publishes 3,000 copies of
a large, beavnlul new Stoltmann Wildemess poster
entitled Swiltmann Wilderness « Canadian Rainforest
Garden of Eden + Full Preservatan + No Compromise
and sends copies 1 media and all MLAs. On October
28th the B.C. government announces acceptance of all the
RPAC recommendanons, including preservation of only
20 percent of the Stwltnann Wilderness. WCWC pickels
the announcemeni press conference, calls
environmenfalists who sign the deal *sell-outs®, and vows
w work even harder W ensure that the entire 260,000
hectare Sloltmann Wildemess 15 preserved.

November: More Trail Work, Media and Slideshows
WCOWC volunteers hike turough snow © build two
lemporary suspension bridges with ropes and aluminium
ladders to replace the log foot-bridges on the Hiking
Route washed ow by winter storm high-water. WCWC
produces a Swlmann Wilderness slide show and takes i
on the road w communities throughout the Lower
Mainland WCWC gansfers the Stoltmann show o video
w be wred over Roger's Cable TV. CBC TV news
program, Broadcast One, produces and ars & 10 minue

mﬂmﬁlmmﬂwmwh.:l::?: cover story on the plight of the Stolunann Wildemess and
April: 1996 Trail . |
WOCWC voluniesrs return (o the Stoltmann Wilderness o Artist Wﬂﬂ‘ltﬁmum_n

of the artists’ expeditions. Photo by J. Hutin, Stay tuned..there's much more o come!
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WCWC Alberta Branch--growing in membersh 1

and influence

Fighting for wildemness preservation in Alberta is
very difficult. Over the past two years the federal

has shifted many environmental
responsibilities to the provinces. Alberta has taken
this process one step further. It has officially given
forest companies the right to police and momitor
their own activities. In addition, the province's
protected areas plan (Special Places 2000) allows
multiple use, including cattle grazing and oil and
gas development, in Alberia’s wilderness areas!
Yet, despite this very difficult climate, WCWC is
making significant progress in building support for
wilderness preservation in Alberta.

After five years of hard campaigning, WCWC's
Alberta Branch has now become the most quoted
media source on environmental and wilderness
issues in the province! In the month of November
alone, we did 10 television, 2 radio and 9 newspnnt
media interviews. Our general membership and our
Boreal Campaign supporters are steadily increasing.
We now have a Boreal Forest Campaign canvass
office in Calgary as well as in Edmonton, with
plans to open an office in Winnipeg before the end
of 1997,

Caribou Mountains
Alberta's Caribou Mountains is a plateau area of
remarkable biodiversity and oldgrowth boreal
wildlife habitat located adjacent to Wood Buffalo
Park. It is our Branch’s flagship campaign, In 1996

CTV National ran a four-part series on the Canbou

Mountains, including interviews with our

campaigner Gray Jones. Gray is also helping in the

production of a full-length documentary on the

Canbou Mountains, called "Island in the Sky".
Filming will continue throughout 1997,

'Our Branch is now finaliring plans wo offer eco-
tours to the Canbou Mountains and have compiled
the necessary information to begin formal
application for U.N. Biosphere Reserve designation.
Our 1997 campaign strategy also includes
production and distnbution of two more educanonal
tabloid newspapers as well as reaching consensus
with the Little Red River Cree First Nations
regarding possible creation of a National Tnbal
Park for the area.

Rocky Mountain House

We believe that one of the best tools for ensunng
preservation of an area is the development of a
strong eco-tounsm economy for that wildemess
area. WCWC Alberta’s campaign to achieve
provincial government designation of the North
Ram Wildemess Recreaton Area near Rocky
Mountain House involves working closely with
local environmentalists and offenng eco-tours
directly into areas slated for clearcut logeging. A
publication on the proposed North Ram Wildemess
Recreation and eco-tours is slated for 1997.

Al-Pac and Mitsubishi

Al-Pac 15 the world's largest single-line kraft bleach
pulp mill. Located in northern Alberta, its major
shareholder 1s Mitsubishi of Japan. WCWC Albera,
in cooperation with the U.S -based Rainforest
Action Network, 15 prepanng an educational
publication for across-Canada and international
distribution in 1997 which exposes the fallacies of
Al-Pac's ecosystem management.

Climate Change and

the Boreal Forest
The large-scale clearcutting of Canada’s boreal
forests (which represent 82 percent of our country's

forested lands and 15 a significant climate-stabilizng

carbon sink) has potenually devastating effects to

the world’s climate. Every year 1.6 billion tonnes of

carbon are released into the atmosphere through
deforestation. In 1996 WCWC's Alberta Branch

conducted research and collected existing data about

climate change and the boreal forest. In 1997 we
plan 1o increase public awareness through
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production and distribution of a ncw WCWC
educational newspaper and tounng a multi-media
show across Canada on the 1Ssue.

Banff National Park

Early in the fall of 1996, Dr. Jim Butler and
WCWC's Boreal Campaigner, Gray Jones,
intensified a campaign to curtail the over-
development of Banff National Park, Canada’s first
national park. We appealed to the World Hentage
Site Commuttee to get BanfT placed on an
endangered areas list. At the same fume, a
government study of the Banfl/Bow Valley area
noted the threats to bears and other wildlife in the
area and recommended that development be
controlled. Because of the efforts of many groups
and individuals including WCWC Alberta, in
October of 1996 Sheila Copps. Minuster of
Canadian Hentage, announced her government's
plans to put the brakes on development in Banfl.

Jasper National Park

Cardinal River Coals Lid. is proposing construction
of a strip coal mine in impornant gnzzly bear habitat
adjacent to Jasper Natonal Park. A large percentage
of the coal from this mune 15 slated to be shipped
directly to Japan. WCWC Alberta was the first
group to publicly raise the alarm about this
proposed development and has produced a shon
video on Mountain Parks with supporter Lee
Godby. Armed with some graphic posters, WCWC
Alberta campaigner Gray Jones 18 travelling Lo
Japan at the end of November, 1996 to let the
Japanese people know that development of this coal
mine will not only be damaging to our threatened
gnzzlies but will also impact their ability to enjoy
Jasper National Park as a tounst destination.

For more information about any WCWC Alberta
Branch campaigns contact Gray Jones in our new
office at:

310-10168 100A Street, Edmonton, AB T5J ON5
Phone 403-420-1001. Fax 403-420-1475.

E-mail: wewcabd@web.net

s. Below - Woodland Caribou.
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More Protection Now
Algonquin is one of Canada’s oldest parks.
Group of Seven to produce a body of
paintings that have become Canadian
legend. Algonquin is currently rated as =~ =
Canada's premier canoe park, altracting '

tourists from around the world, But the
Ontano Eﬂvﬁmm has sanctoned log -_r--_

wildlife sanctuanes, free of industmal
exploitation and degradation. : Tk
In September of 1996 WCWC Alberta
Branch campaigner Gray Jones travelled to
Ontario and Algonquin Provincial Park on
a fact-finding trip, assembling photos,
articles and research materials foran
upcoming WCWC tabloid about Lok
Algonquin. Gray is working closely with
John Yates from WCWC’s Toronto office
on this issue. .
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Two years of rasing public awareness, conducting
rescarch and mobiliang support for protection of
the Sooke Hills has brought WCWC's Victoria
Chapter closer (o wanning this campaign than ever
before. Protection now depends on the action of
recently elected, supporuve local and provincial
polincans who have the mandate and power Lo
make this dream of a sea-to-sea park a reality.

The Sooke Hills, on Victona's western honzon,
contain Canada’s largest remaining tracts of
oldgrowth drybelt Douglas fir and open woodland
forests. Less than one percent of this ecosystem
remains in its narural state. '

In 1996 the Wildemess Commirttee in Victona
focused virtually all its efforts on its Sooke Hills
public meetings, writing countless lefters, media
releases and briefs, distnbuting the third in our
series of educational Sooke Hills publications, and
producing the very popular Sooke Hills - the
Musical, a spectacular evening of slides, music and
comical satire about the Greater Victona ‘vater
District’s attempts to stifle public input regarding
the fate of the Sooke Hills.

We also published the results of the Sooke Hills
biodiversity inventory undertaken by promunent
B.C. biologists on three of the watersheds 1n the
Sooke Hills. The inventory revealed a higher-than-
expected diversity 1n plant Species in the area as
well as an unexpectedly high number of species that
are listed as vulnerable, threatened or endangered.
(Copies of this report are available at our Victona
and Gastown stores at $20 each/$15 for members).

The protection of the 100 squarc kilometre Sooke
Hills is a crucial step in crealing a connected
system of ecologically viable protected areas on
Vancouver Island. Currently, less than 2 percent of
southeastern Vancouver Island is protected. Full
protection of the Sooke Hills will double the
protection for this biological region.,

Province Investigates GVWD

In May of 1996, B.C.'s Environment Minister at the
time, Moe Sihota, appointed Special Commissioner
David Perry to investigate the Grealer Victona
Water District’s (GVWD) handling of the fate of is
Sooke Hills lands. Perry's report (o govemment,
submitted on October 23, 1996, confirmed the
GVWD's lack of public accountability and failure
o fairly represent public interests regarding the fate
of the Sooke Hills. After conducting his own public
input process, Perry recommended full protection
for the Sooke Hills through a combination of
Capital Regional Distict and Provincial Parks.

It’s time now for the provincial govemnment and
newly elected municipal politicians 1o implement
Perry's recommendanons and protect the Sooke
Iii]] : L - ¥ g
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Misty and Alison In front of new office location.

We hope to celebrate soon. Walch for an
announcement of a new Sooke Hills park and a
final victory presentation of our popular show,
Sooke Hills - the Musical.

We’ve moved to 620 View Street
After six years in Bastion Square, WCWC's
Victoria office and store have moved to the Central
Building (620 View Street, Suite 507), It's in the
same building where WCWC opened 11s very first
office in the early 1980s! Come in and meet our
new store manager and volunteer coordinator,
Jessica Snider. Check out our big, big sale on
posters and WCWC products. Watch for our mobile
store (Wilderness on Wheels) at recreation centres
and malls around town,..special thanks to volunieer
Mamie Philips and family!

Thanks for your support!

Support for the work of the Victona Chapter on
local campaigns like the Sooke Hills is almost
entirely raised by our door-to-door commumey
canvass and membership mailouts. When a WCWC
canvasser comes to your door this year please
renew your WCWC membership so that we can
continue 1o protect Vancouver [sland wildemess.
We send a very special thanks to all our volunteers,
canvassers, members and donors for supporting us
through this very active campaign year! Thanks for
coming out to events and writing letters to
govemment!

To reach us any time call Alison Spriggs or Misty
MacDuffee at 250-388-9292. Visit our office and
store at 507-620 View Street in Victona or contact
us by e-mail: we2vic@islandnet.com.
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Sooke Hills Wilderness. Photo by Ivan Hunter

Our Victoria Chapter Wish List
a good photocopier
plain paper fax machine
28-8 modem
light table
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New Poster fﬂl;
Sooke Hills

Just in time for local elections in
November of 1996, WCWC
Victoria published this beautiful
new Sooke Hills poster, distributing
copies to all MLAs and municipal
candidates. Stop by our store to
purchase one or more!

They’re only $8...a perfect gift!

The vast majority of the public 1s on






