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S ten coastal pulp and paper mills. According to Environ-
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sis Woodlibre, Western Forest Products’ mill near S uamlsh. pnurs intu"l
the 10re than twice the amount of suspended solids dlschargad by Vancou-
ver's sewaga plant on lona Island.

Two giant mills, Woodfibre and Port Mellon, Canadian Forest Products’ mill (pictured
T nere), together dump over 120,000 kilograms of chlorinated poisons into Howe Sound
ttuifl!i'iél'a'][n]ﬁl every day. It's no wonder thal fisheries have been closed.

.rﬂLH While you are reading this paper, these mills, both located only a few miles away
from Vancouver, are breaking the law --exceading their permitted poliution limits. Our
B.C. Government lets them get away with it, saying that the companies promise

improvements which will provide adequale environmental protection. Meanwhile,
Howe Sound is dying.
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Howe Sound
belongs to all of us

While industry destroys it, where

IS our government? ?

Bri::ish Columbia’s Waste
Management Branch perscnnel
sdmit that Canfor's Pon
Mellon mill and Westem
Forest Products® Woodlibre
mill, since receiving their first
pollunon penmmuiis, have
consistently exceeded their
permitied levels of toxic
effluent discharge. These mills
have also exceeded their toxic
gas emission limits

Current B.C. legislaton holds
that pulp mills which
knowingly pollute above their
permutied levels on a cont-
nual basis arc commifting a
criminal offence.

They can be taken o coun
and, If found guilty, can be
fned up 0 3 million dollars,
shut down and the person or
persons responsible jailed
However, the B.C. povemnmeni
has been exceedingly lax in
enforcing this law and the
mills have been allowed 10
pallute excessively, mzking
unduly high profits ai the
expense of the environment
Given what Lhese factories
regulardy dump inid cur aur
and water, the govemment
could charge most mills with
breaking the law almost every
day.

Instead, for example, Westem
Forest Products™ Woodfibre
mill, one of the worst
polluters, presently has only
12 charges against them.
While the company waits for
a fumere coun appearance, il is
allowed 1o continue W pollute
In quanfines that are more
than the law allows. Dunng
this ume they are not charged
with funher offences.

The effluent from Howe
Sound’s other major mill,
Canfor's Ponn Mellon mall,
was checked Nve omes in
May of 1989, It was found w
be significanty higher in
volume than legal Limits, in
violanon of the company s
permil. However, 0 date, no
charges have been laid.

B.C. has a legal double
standard. In an apparent

artempt 10 make Canfor's Pon
Mellon mill conform on paper
to the lener of the law
without changing their current
level of oXIC ar emissions, a
special amendmenl was
recenly passed.

This amendment allowed the

Environment Minister Raif
Mair, fomer Solicitor General
Angus Ree, former Social
Credit cabinet minister Pat
MoGeer, Mayor Don Lanskail
ol West Vancouver, Mayor
Gordon Prescon of Lions Bay,
over 100 medical doctors, as

above - This delormed leg was found oo & onab caught by a commercial
fishermaen off Gembier lolmd . According o Swedith and Americmn
scientots, other chiormuiad organica, o well a3 he dionin 378TCDD,
cume brth delects, weaken U immine fyilem, and damage the

reprocductive sysiams of [wh —even m part per geadnillionl

Depariment of

Fuhenes and Occamt’ state thal over $0% of twe Chinook salmon that
were tested had chlormated organic contanmiinents in their bodies.

Port Mellon Mill o calculate
emissions by averaging the air
pollution coming from all of
the mulls stacks rather than
forcing them 1o meel specific
siandards for each stack such
as other industnes are requined
to do. Dubbed the “bubble
system”, this lenient form of
monitonng, allowed 10 no
other industry within the
Greater Vancouver Regional
District, outraged thousands of
people. Hundreds of letiers
and @ penlion conianing over
5,000 names of concemed
citizens sent 1o the B.C.
govemmen! prolesiing tuos
amendment were compiclely
ignored by the govemment
Those objecting 1o this change
which, in effect, allowed Fon
Mellon to continue to pollute
the ar al an unacceplable
level, included fommer

well as representatives of
churches, business
ASSOCIALONS, Manne Operators
and two children’s camps
located near Pon Mellon

E

“Our young people swim in
the effluent from this mill and
breathe the emissions sel free
in the ar®, sad Lome
Bowenng, Dhrector of
YMCA's Camp Elphinstone.
Canfor claims that their new
mill, which 1s to be 50%
owned by Oji of Japan, will
be much cleaner per bleached
ion of pulp produced. How-
ever, because the mill's output
will almost triple, increased
production will offsel much af
the new mill's pollunon
savings. Due (o automabon
no new jobs will be created
The corporite heads of the
two Howe Sound pulp mills

claim that if they were shut
down they would lose their
pulp markels. Environmental-
1518 counter by claiming that
the company's loss of markets
would only be a temporary
sluaton, whereas the mills®
continued abuse of our air and
wiler, acconding 1o sCientists,
will have devastating effects
lasting ftor years

Neither Pon Mellon nor
Woodlibre has plins for
producing recycled paper.
Such lack of facilities, because
of the growing global demand
for enviromently more friendly
products, could potentially hun
their market position much
more than a temporary loss of
markel (0 meel environmental
standards

The corporule heads also claim
that with a closure there
would be a temporary loss of
Jobs with an unacceptable cosi
10 the work force. But with a
closure the pollution abatement
equipment could be installed
much more ripidly, immediate
-y laking a step o protec
Howe Sound's environment

Corporate heads also fal
menton that they have cul the
workforce by over 305% n the
last 10 years and, according (D
the unicns, e Companics
plan funher job reductions due
{0 automapon, even ater their
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planned cxpansions.

Environmentalists are calling
tor full compensation for the
workers while the mills are
closed and that the mills must
not be recpencd untl they are
environmentally safe and in
compliance with our laws.

The mill owners should
immediately begin 1o
compensale all fishermen who
have lost pan or all of their
livelihoods because of
fisheries closures due w W
mills® toxic discharges.

The people of B.C. have lived
wilh half-truths, empty
promises, and violations of
wasle permits for so long that
acconding o recent polls,
people no longer believe
govemment and industry when
Il comes W statements about
how they are taking care of
the environment.

People now realize the
magnimude ol the danger
facing us in the near future if
the amount of toxic substances
released inlo our environment
15 not immediately and
drastically reduced. There is
o more ume lor more studies,
“roundables” and other swall
tacncs. The ume 0 act is
now! Later will be oo late.
Let's make Howe Sound
beaudful and clean again

above - This 1959 photo thows the eftissions from two of the Byee recovery boilers & Cenfor's Pon Mellon mill According w Envisommens
Canada, the pulp od papor industry e most ik induway n Cansda, producing more thaa 1,000 oaic compounds. Some of them have yet
o be ientified The US. Envirommental Protection Agency claima the pariculae ash from pulp mills is o cerier of sulphor doxide and
dioving [houns, clngng W dun end snoke partcles, cm be sbsorbed toough e lungs directy o te Poodspeam. Sulphe dicaids convers
mio mlphuric sod when inhalad mw e hungs

below left - This photo tken n 1959 by a local resadent shows ypecal “efffuem foam™ wahing mbore scross frem Western Forest Prodocy’
Woodfitre pulp mill. The Honounble kebn Reymelds, commenting on the pollution situstion in Howe Sound oo e day he was appointed
Miruster of the Enviromrnent said, "Thae mre 0o more dioxins going into the water. And U you weil ic go 0 Howe Scund W eal arab with me,
U ke you enyume. They are very sile o cal”™ Federal Fiahenies officlals dismissed Reynold's off-the<ull remaria and charged that he we
Inciting people 10 break the law. Dr. Koy Albert, hesd of the US. Exvirenmental Protection Agency’s Cocinogen Assessmen Group, who
reviewed the dan on dioxin ZVTSTCDD (the dioxin fowd in Howe Sound ahelifsh) concluded oy the humen concer risk was wnacceptable o &
chromc detry exposume of enly ere pen par mibon, the lowest doss lested. He concloded that there 3 no kpown o usurmed safe dosage. Dr.
Hal Rodgers, & prominess B.C. &oain resesrcher wariing for e Depuroment of Faberios end Ocsans, mid thn even i ders were o mose
dioains and other chiorbuamed organicedischaged o the water (and they g enll being discharged) it could ke yvears [or (iese deadly
compounds o break down end no leoger be prosenl @ owr sca e As long o these pulp mills use chiorine or chilorine dionide bleaching 2
canprosds, we will have deadly chlarnated organicn. People mast beam o we recycled papes, non-blsached paper mroduce end less paper
overall

Find out more about the pulp mills
in Howe Souna.
Watch "The Nature of Things" with
David Suzuki on CBC TV,
-December 13 at 8pm.
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According to the Cancer Control Agency, the
School District of Howe Sound ranks number one
per capita in British Columbia for both male and
female lung cancer deaths.

This paper was co-produced by Environmental Yvalch and

Western Canada Wilderness Committee, with lois of help
from volunteers. T

Environmental Watch must include all of us! People waiching
what's happening 1o our air, watching what's happening to our
water, and watching our current B.C. government’s inaction.

Environmental Watch is monvated by the words of the late
Chuck Billy (1926 -1989), Hereditary Chief and "Minuster for
the Environment™ of the Squamish Nanon. "Whar are we going
to rell our children when they ask.. Why didn't we do
something abowt 117° Environmental Waich 1§ doing something
about it! Suite 202 - 5262 Rumble St Bumaby BC V3] 2B6.
Phone 922-2683 or 435-0512.

Western Canada Wilderness Committee is a not-for-profit
society based in Vancouver. Through research and educanonal
publications, this organization tells everyone that we must
protect Eanth’s remaining wilderness and our sustaining
biosphere. Everyone must be part of the shift 1o a
conserving, non-polluning way of life. The Communee always
needs and welcomes new members and more volunteers.
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above - Western Forest Products’ new pulp mill at Woodfibre, along with all the other B.C. pulp mulls, must be
monitored by government employed inspectors on a "round the clock” basis to make sure that the mills
continuously conform 0 our polluton laws and that charges are laid when the mills don't. Such monitonng is
the only way to ensure the safety of our environment
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YOUR HELP IS NEEDED TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT

1 seppon Environmental Watch's campaign (0 stop pulp mills from continuing 1o
pollute Howe Sound Here s 8 wax deductible donation of . (Please

—
al_._,_‘—'-\_-—\.h‘_a' Ii
make your checks out o HANS [Health Acuon Nerwark Society] - Envuonmental |

= |
ean

=

Waich fund ) H 9 = | |
1 suppon the Wilderness Comminiee's educational campaign 10 protect and maintuin e

s sustainable biosphere. Please sccept my tax deductible gilL ]
(Plesse make your check owl o WOWC - sustainable biosphere fund.) WM[H

1 would Like copies of the 28" x 24" poster Tonl Onley - Wilderness - The l

Choice, 8 powerful walercolour of Howe Sound. §25 cach I

N
we 'lll
|

Please send to: Western Canuds Wilderness Committee, 20 Water St., Yancouver, BC VéB 1A4

1 would like 0 join the Wilderness Commitiee here is my $25 annual membership
fec.

Name Address

Postal code

j A

1. Regarding Canfor's Pon Mellon and Western Forest Products® Woodlibre mills:
Do you think that these viclawrs should be (circle enther A or B)

§
\
{
A shul down immedialely (with their workers compensated for any lost wages) and remain .
closed until the mills are environmentally safe and can comply with cur covironmental Laws. =

§

i

§

B.uﬂmrdmml:nshmgnslhcymnunu:mpm:rﬁsnmmﬁm:mﬂrmimmmmey
will conform o pollution standards in the Tulure.

2. The govemnment should have officials, pad for by the mills, making round e clock, on-sile
inspections W ensure pulp mills’ effluents and emissions meel legally sel standands.
Yes No (cucle one) .
(please pnnt)

Signature ‘

Name

Address
Please send (o Premier Vander Zalm, Parliament Buildiogs, Victoria, BC VAV 1X4
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