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Lookinag south from Little Ragged Mtn. in the Sooke Hills with the Olympic Mtns. In the distance.



NDP says

Sooke Hills Park .

a fantastic idea
if GVWD agrees

The Greater Victorin Water District (GVWD) Board
is made up of 8 people appointed from Victoria,
Oak Bay, Esquimalt and Saanich municipal
councils. It controls the fate of a key part of the
Sooke Hills Wilderness, 45 km2 of "off-catchment”
lands (lands "catching” water that does not drain
into the reservoirs providing the region’s tap water).

The Sooke Hills are special lands, part of an
endangered ecosystem with a number of rarc and
threatened species, More than 99% of this vast
ccosystem's ancient Douglas fir forests have been
logged. Some of the last oldgrowth stands left are
in Victoria's Sooke Hills.

The unprotected Sooke Hills naturally link Tod
Inlet, the Gowlland Range, Goldstream, Sooke
Mountain, and East Sooke Parks. With the simple

WCWC initiates
Sooke Hills
scientific studies

When WCWC began its campaign to preserve the
Sooke Hills Wilderness last fall, high on the list of
things to do was to gather all the scientific
information available about the area. It quickly
became apparent that, although the Sooke Hills is
part of one of the most diverse and endangered
ccosystems in British Columbia (the Nanaimo Low-
lands). little in the way of specific studies, including
inventories of the florm and fauna, had been done.

WCWC needed expert help to inventory the plants
and animals found in the Sooke Hills. All it took
was the asking. Without hesitation, many of B.C.'s
most renowned biological scientists came forward to
volunteer,

It was not as easy to get permission from the
GVWD to enter its off-catchment Sooke Hills lands.
But finully WCWC had jumped through all the
hoops. With WCWC’s insurance and Workers
Compensation in place, official approval came in
late April, and the first of many expeditions began
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stroke of o pen, not costing taxpayers a dime, the | R iy : WY .'1‘\,:\' &, ’ It 18 still oo early 1o say what the results will be,
GVWD Board could designate its Sooke Hills lands JEEES ] Ollatt Lo ™" | | But WCWC has no doubt that hitherto undetected
as & park, o critical link in creating a sca-to-sca WTEC i i MR S W ) rarities will be found: plants, animals, birds,
greenbelt stretching from Tod Inlet to the Sooke g mosses, lichens, and insects that rely on the Sooke
Basin. It would preserve the natural beauty of the Hills remaining wild for their survival,

Greater Victoria region, protect biodiversity, and
allow for a 35 km long world-class wilderness trail
with trailhead just 15 km from downtown Victoria.

According to Elizabeth Cull, British Columbia’s
Minister of Environment, Lands and Parks,

"the Sooke Hills would be a

| fantastic addition to the Common-
wealth Legacy. If there’s some way
we can encourage the Water Board

to make this land available AT A fi. f X 28 § &
o : =T A LTS WL e s
it would be wonderful." PRV IR 2 LAEA R TNV Dr. Adolt Ceska of the Royal B.C. Museum and

&w Oak grove with purple shooting stars on ML. MacDonald.  Adriane Pollard look for rare plants on Wolf Hll,
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Scientists to Study Biodiversity "Don’t
Biodiversity is a new buzz word, It is & grand concept that encompasses the

full range of variation found in the living world. This includes genes (the the S
individual units of inheritance found in cvery living creature); species (all the
Mmhﬁdﬂmﬂmﬂ)wm(&w MlStake

associations of plants and animals which intoract together and occupy a
certain arca),

The amount of biodiversity found in the natural world is staggerimg. No one
even knows how many species there are—the estimates range from 10 million
to 100 million. This remarkable range of biodiversity gives lifesystems on
Earth great flexibility, allowing them o evolve to face changing conditions.

But due to human sctivities such as clearcut logging, urban and agricultural
expansion, and toxic pollution, biodiversity is diminishing around the world at
an alarming mte.

Currently the loss of biodiverity world-wide is estimated to be over 25,000
species a year, Most of these species are inconspicuous insects not yet named
by scientists. Their importance to the well-being of the biosphere is unknown.
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British Columbia, Yet less % of this ecologically unique region (the

Nanaimo Lowlands) is protected in parks. According to Environment MMMMGII&T%
Canuda’s recent publication, Bilodiversity in British Columbia: Our
Environmeni, the city of Victoria is at the heart of one of the most endangered mm.nmﬂmm

MM:’*M»M&. coosysiems in North Amernica. - ' mummmw‘

o D Canadians are commitied to preserving biodivensity under the United Nations The Sooke arca was one of the

SIS PO YCISsn: SRRV, Y80 Convention an Biological Diversity which Canads ratified in 1992. Now is the ‘u.myqxhu',,'::v
time to act on that commitment. have kaﬂmhtr»

the lakes and streams. The salmon in the
This spring, WCWC, recognizing that little was known about the rare and ) oon :
threatened plants and animals in the Sooke Hills Wilderness, lanched a Ike rivers wene fust loaded with salmos.
scientific inventory project in the arca. WCWC belicves, as in the case of We use the land for everything. The lgnd i
Carmanah Valley, that greater knowledge of the biodiversity found in an arca It encompasses we do. Everyrhi
can lead to wider recognition of its importance and increased public and do, we get if from the special places on lan
political will for it to be preserved.
When | was a teenager, | guess from Nana:

Among the many well-known scientists who are volunteering their time to well, the place was just an ocean of stumps.
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Turnet, Professor of Environmental Studies, University of Victoria; Dr. W.B. R“W.!‘"".‘EQ‘ M_ an-ff 1h
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The pockets of ancient coastal Douglas fir in the
Sooke Hills are some of the only stands of their
kind left in the 342,000 hectare Nanaimo Lowlands
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The ficld work will be largely completed this summer and an interim report is

[ Existing Parkland
1. Goldstream

2. Sooke Mountain

3. Gowlland Range

4. East Sooko

[ | Propsed Parkland
T GVWD Surplus Lands
5. Niagara Creek
6. Veitch Crook
7. Waugh Creok

B Ayum Creek
9. Charters River

Tralls
wee Proposed Sooks Hills
Wildamess Trail
++ Gaboping Goose Tral
= Gokdstraam, Cowlland arx
Tod Inket Trals

Fovers and Shorelnes
Magor Highwarys

w— VWD Water Supoly
Area Boundary

Crown and Private Lands

Sooke Hills Wilderness
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HILLS WILDERNESS IS GROWING

Once I went into a misty wood
with hollow trees where bats
stood. I looked to see right
beneath me a long river that
went to the sea. There were
witch's hair fronds so long,
skunk cabbage drenched by
rain and slimy logs of
evergreen; it was the prettiest
sight I have ever seen. It was
so quiet and dark you could
hear the water drops.
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- Fourth Grade Student

writing on Sooke Hills Outdoor Classroom: Grade 4 students from St. Michael's University Junior School
work on their art during a field trip to Veitch Creek.
—

Imagine a Trail from Sea to Sea

- Imagine hiking for two days through some of Earth's last stands of wild
coastal Douglas fir forests, through lush valley bottoms and over rocky
outcroppings, following streams and ridges in an incredibly diverse and
ccologically rich landscape. All this is accessed only 15 km from a major
urban centre--Victoria, capital of the most ecologically-diverse province in
North Amernica—British Columbia,

Today it is illegal to take this hike. The proposed Sooke Hills Wilderness
Trail runs through 4,500 hectares of surplus, off-catchment lands controlled
and managed by the Greater Victoria Water District Board (GVWD), which
severely restricts access (o these lands. (WCWC needed GVWD's permission
10 conduct scientific rescarch there.)

But "trespassing” in the Sooke Hills can not possibly harm Greater Victoria
residents” tp water because the lands are “off-catchment"—outside the arca
that actuslly drains into the reservoirs that store the region’s drinking water.

.
—

The GVWD “off-catchment” lands are about half of the 9,300 ha Sooke Hills
Wilderness which WCWC proposes for protection. WCWC's vision 1S a
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The GYWD "off-catchment" lands are about half of the 9,300 ha Sooke Hills
Wilderness which WCWC proposes for protection. WCWC's vision is &
protected greenbelt stretching from Tod Inlet to Sooke Basin with a hiking
trail through the Sooke Hills (o allow people to experience the spiritual,
scenic, and recreational values of a rare and healthy forest ccosystem.
Connecting with Goldstream Park and the new Commonwealth Legacy parks
1o the north, the proposed Sooke Hills Wilderness Trail would wind through
the Waugh, Veitch, Ayum, and Charters Valleys and link up with the
Galloping Goose trail system near Sooke Potholes.

As the demand for parks and hiking trails continues to nise and as the last
unprotected wild arcas are lost to logging and urban sprawl, wilderness will
be recognized as our most precious resource, The Sooke Hills Wilderness
Trail, now still a vision, must become # reality.
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| Parks Boost Local Economy

Looking west from Victoria’s Inner harbour, the Sooke Hills Wildemess provides a
beautlful backdrop In the distance.

Tourism Victoria, an independent tourist industry organization with 800 business members, has
endorsed the protection of the Sooke Hills Wilderness as pant ol a sea-to-sca Vicloria region
greenbelt, They appreciate the economic value of lurge, natural parks and the scenic
importance of an unmarred natural backdrop to the city of Victoria.

Bill Tumer, Co-Chair of Tourism Victoria’s Environment Committee, says that "the sea-to-sca
proposal would provide & vital link in a world class network of trails, parks and greenspace
which is rapidly becoming # major tourism destination. Natural arcas have always been vital 10
Victona's tounst industry. As the world continues 1o become more environmentally conscious,
Victonia's natural arcas will become even more valuable, Their preservation and protection 1§
critical to sustaining Victonia's only major sustainsble industry.”

Tourism employs 30,000 people and brings $800 million in revenues into Victoria every year.
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Which future do you choose for the Sooke Htlls?
SPRAWL .

Clearcut on K.poor Iands Victoria Wmomhod. May'95.

Within the Greater Victoria Watershed are 1,288
hectares of private lands belonging to Kapoor Lumber
Company. Active logging on these lands is placing
pressure on the GVWD to acquire them. But, despite the
fact that the GVWD has $10 million in a fund set up in
1985 for the purpose of buying private lands in its
catchment area, it is considering swapping some of the
Sooke Hills Wildemess for the Kapoor lunds,

This makes no sense, The tux assessment value of the
Kapoor lands is $1.4 million. Most of the high value
timber has already been logged and impending
government regulations on private logging in community
watersheds will lower the value of the lands. A buy out
will surely cost less than $10 million.

Trading the Kapoor lands for the ecologically and
recreationally valuable off-catchment lands in the Sooke
Hills Wildemess can only benefit Kapoor Lumber
Company and short-change the public.

DEM (0]

Seymour Demo Forest, N. Vancouver, June'ss.

The Association of B.C. Professional Foresters
(ABCPF), the society that all foresters must belong to in
order to practice their profession in B.C., has an "axe to
grind®. It proposed that the Sooke Hills Wilderness
become n “demonstration forest”. When public support
for protecting this arca increased, the ABCPF renamed
their proposal a “community forest”, Now it's being
touted as an “educational park®,

Don’t let the name changes fool you. They all mean
logging the last large fragment of an endangered forest
ecosystem. You can't preserve an endangered ecosystem
as wildemess and log it at the same time,

In Vancouver, there is a move to make the Seymour
Demonstration Forest a park because people realize that
logging is "demonstrated” on the vast majority of B.C.'s
lundscape, and protected green space near their city is a
rare, valuable and irreplaceable asset

WCWC FILES

Housing development near Sooke Hills, May'95,

The Victoria Capital Regional District is projected to
have a population of 400,000 by the year 2010, That’s
25% increase over today's population. Even with careful
planning, it will be difficult to avoid losing the green
spaces and wildlunds that now make this region so
beautiful and liveable.

Some say we could supply more water for the projected
larger population by raising the height of the Sooke
Reservoir Dam to capture more winter rain. Selling
parts of the Sooke Hills Wilderness for new housing
developments is one proposed way to pay for this dam.

But this would only further encourage urban sprawl,
increase traffic congestion and pollution, and decrease
greenspace and biodiversity. This is a fool's choice
Water conservation measures could provide the needed
"extm" water. Keeping the Sooke Hills Wildermess wild
15 the wiser, quality of life choice.
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....or Keep tt Wild!

WCWC FILES

Overlooking Veitch Creek Valley and Sugar Loaf Mtn. from Mi. MacDaonald.

Not Such a Wild Idea

In 1958, the Greater
Victorin Water District
Board sold some of its
"surplus” (off-catchment)
watershed lands to the
province. The price - §1.
The lund was to be used
for a "higher good"—the
creation of Goldstream
Provincial Park. Today,
Goldstream is loved and
enjoyed by thousands of
people every year,

Will the current GYWD
Board show the same
foresight and wisdom in

Hills off-catchment lands
us the Board did 37 years
ago when it helped create
Goldstream Park?
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Yes! I will help save the Sooke Hills Wilderness!

I am writing a letter to the GVWD Board and sending a copy to Environment Minister Elizabeth Cull telling them
how important | think it is for the GYWD Board to donate the entire Sooke Hills Wilderness off-catchment lands to
the B.C. government for a provincial park.
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I will contribute to your campaign to save the Sooke Hills Wildemness.
Here is my tax deductible gift of ___$25 _ $50 ___S100 $500 other to help you win.

I want to [ ] renew my membership | | become a WCWC member. Enclosed is my $30 annual membership fee.

Address
City  Province______ Postal Code plimrlotsgrehegiacpedmigiey

Send in to the Western Canada Wilderness Committee - Victoria Chapter, #301-19 Bastion Sq., Victoria, BC VBW 1J1. e e B e i
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