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Southern Chilcotir

a wildlife haven
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Thc Southern Chilcotin Wilderness around Spruce Lake is an

outdoor recrcationalist’s hcaven. This gentle, pristine wild area
offers world-class hiking and backpacking, horsepacking, mountaineer-
ing. fishing, cross-country skiing. mountain-biking and hiking.

Seven watersheds comprise the Southern Chileotin-Spruce Lake

Wlildcrncsa: Relay, Tyaughton, Gun, Taylor, Leckie. Slim and Upper
Nichols Creeks. They are studded with cerulcan lakes, austere peaks

and contain a wealth of wildlife and diverse geology. Four lakes.

Spruce, Warner, Hummingbird and Trigger, arc known for their trout.

and make excellent destinations for hikes into the backcountry,

The Southern Chilcotins® seven watersheds are connected by a system
of world-class trails that, in summer. traverse gentle mountain passes
and meander through lush alpine grasslands infused with flowers. In

July purple lupines dominate the meadows. The fragrance at the height
of the bloom can be detected from several kilometres away. Retired

University of British Columbia professor and famed botanist Dr, Burt
Brink, who first explored the Southern Chilcotins 60 years ago, says,

“In my view, it is the most exceptional wild flower show going.”

The main trailheads Icading into the Southern Chilcotin-Spruce Lake
Wilderness are only a four-hour drive (200 km.) from Vancouver. a

2.5 hour drive from Whistler via the summer-only Hurley Forest

Service Road or a two-hour drive (80 km.) from the town of Lillooct
on the Fraser River. Historical trails bear the marks of travel by early

prospectors and aboriginal peoples.

The Southem Chilcotin-Spruce Lake Wilderness is a place in the heart
of nature, wild and untamed, awe-inspiring in its beauty, Let it take a
place in your heart. Help protect this gentle wilderness and don't let

in

dustry take its soul.
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Save British §
"secret, gentle wilderness"
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nruce Lake Wilderness...

recreationalist’s heaven

Cunsm—utiunim who dream big, envision
protecting B.C.’s Big Chilcotin Wilderness-
-a two million hectare roadless arca spanning
the entire/Chilcotin Plateau, It's a sccret, gentle
wildemess of rolling grasslands, oldgrowth
forests and alpinc meadows, bounded by
rugged mountains and the Frascr River. It's big
country that needs big conscrvation.

If proteeted, it would guarantee a wildemcss
corridor from Tweedsmuir Park on the north to
the Kitlope on the west to the 260,000 hectare
Stoltmann Wilderncss on the south.

Sections of the Big Chilcotin Wilderness are
already protected in parks--Chilko Lake (Ts'yl-
o8 Park)as well as parts of Churn Creck and
Big Creek. But most of it still needs protection,
including its heartland, the 100,000 hectare
Southem Chilcotin Mountains Wilderness
surrounding Spruce Lake,

The B.C. government’s current goal of
protecting only 12 percent of B.C.'s land base
from industrial development bars the way to
ecologially wise land use. Twelve percent

protection will not preserye wildlife and wild
ccosystems over time, Jt squashes the dream of
a big park from the Fraser River to the Pacific
Ocean centred on a Big Chilcotin Wilderness.

The government's 1994 Chilcotin land usc plan
left unprotected, as part of the 88 percent of
the land base allocated to industry, the heart of
the Big Chilcotin Wilderness: the Spruce Lake-
Southern Chilcotin Mountains region, This 18
astonishing given the fact that the Southemn
Chilcotin is B.C.'s longest-running wildemess
issue. Protection was first proposed for the
Southermn Chilcotin Mountains in 1937!

Located in the lce of the coast mountains, the
Southern Chilcotin's gentle termain is a mecca
for wildlife, supporting grizzly and black bears,
black tailed deer, lynx, wolverine, bobcats,
beaver, wolves, mountain goats and

California bighorn sheep. Resident bird specics
include peregrine falcons, osprey, cagles,
hawks, loon and ptarmigan,

Extensive old growth spruce and pine forests
Continued on back page
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Save the entire SOUTHERN CHILCOTIN MOUNTAINS - heartof 2

Big Chilcotin Wilderness and Connecting Corridors
Proposed Protected Areas

_ Southermn Chulcotin/Spruce Laka

~ Btoltmann Wildermasa
Upper Bridge Hive

. TasexD Loxes

. Chilcotin Qrazalands Natlonal Park
Tatiayoko Lake
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Protected Arans

B Southem ChilcotnVBig Creel

8 Stein Valley Hermago Praov. Fark
10. Chilko Lake Prov. Park (Te'yl-os
11. Tweedsmuir Prov. Park

12. Cascade Hecrpalion Area

13. Manning Prov. Park

14, Skagh Prov. Park

15. Garabalal P

18. Golden Eears .

17. Pinecono Burke Pt

Southern Chlilcotin/
Blg Creek
Provincial Park .

Proposed
Southern Chilcotin/
Spruce Lake

. Provincial Park

Bonanza
Cut-off

Upper
Nichols
Cut-oft

Area

Tysughton
Lake to Lillooet

N
f Slim Creek GOLD BRIDGE

Cut-off
Area to Pemberton
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' r
Area open to logging by B.C. Government, 1995. :’ESE;;WE

Can you tell which of these photos taken in the Southemn Chilcotin/Spruce Lake wildemess
feature lands recently cut-off from the proposed park and opened up to resource extraction?
(Hint: more than half.)
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BIG CHILCOTIN WILDERNESS
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Southern Chilcotin Chronology :‘ g
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1937 - Vancouver Natural History Socicty advocales designation of a Provincial Park in the
Southern Chilcotin Mountains (called the "Charlic Cunningham Wilderness™).

1978 - Government initiated a Chilcotin Park study.

1976 - Result of government study is a recommendation (o * .establish a Class A Park or
* Wilderness area for the headwaters of Tyvaughton. Relay mu! Big Creek” encompassing Spruce L.u

and Eldorado Basin to the east.”

1979 - Logging activitics and mineral exploration InCreasc, Fourieen outdoor groups form a
coalition. The Southem Chilcotin Mountains Wilderness Society.

1980 - Coalition requests that government preserves the core of the Charlic Cunningham Arca,

1980 - Ministry of Forests forms Spruce Lake Integrated Resource Planning Committee o develop
eriteria for compatible extractive resource use and recreation in the arca.

1982 - Spruce Lake [ntegrated Resource Management Plan (IRMP) completed. Designates 3 zones
of resource extraction based on potential conflicts with wilderness valucs. In reality the plan

condones the eventual elimination of wildemess in the arca,
as all merchantable timber continues (0 be included in the
annual allowable cut. Coalition did not endorse plan,

1982-90 - Logging starts in Relay, Paradisc, Shm, lower
Tyaughton and lower Gun and lower Taylor creek valleys.

1990 - Spruce Lake IRMP disbands. Government imposes
moratonum on logging, pending park status decision.

1992 - Southern Chilcotins made a Protected Arca Strategy
(PAS) study arca by government. Commission on Resources
and Environment (CORE) studies the Canbou Forest Region,
including northern portions of the proposed Soulthern
Chilcotin Park, Bridge River Valley Round Table formed by
local Goldbndge residents calling for the arca’s prescrvation.

1994 - CORE recommends arca for protection around Loma
Lake and Big Creek in the northwestern sector

1995 - Big Creck South Chilcotin Provincial Park created

(about onc-third of the onginal Charlic Cunningham
Wildemess proposal). Later in year, when announcing the
creation of a nearby park (the Stcin Valley), government Lits
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moratorium over development inkey arcas of the proposcd
Southern Chilcotin Park including Bonanza, Taylor and
Cinnabar Basins, and Slim, Lower Gun and Nichols Crecks
WCWC and other environment groups protest. Mimisicr ol
Environment and Parks, Moc Sibota, after viewing 7he
Southern Chilcotin Mountains "a gift to man from nature -
o he respected v idco by Temmy Jacks about a trip Into Lhis
wilderness with artist Robert Bateman and photographers Pat
and Rosemanie Keough promised that the entire Spruce Lake
Wildemess Area will be made a park before the next
provincial clechon

April 30, 1996 - Elcction called without park protcction
declared for the Southern Chilcotin Mountains.
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Continued from front page

remain in parts of the Southern Chilcotin: Bonanza
Basin and Leckie, Tyaughton and Gun Creck valleys.
Mid-clevation grasslands arc common. littered with
groves of aspen and mecadows that contain over 125
varictics of wildflowers,

Some of the Southern Chilcotin-Spruce Lake arca
apparently escaped glaciation during the last advance
10,000 years ago and provided refuge to plant specics.
This 1s cvident in disjunct plant spccies, some of which
grow here and not again for 400 km. These botanical
anomalies suggests that, prior to the last glacial surge,
bioclimatic plant distribution was substantially
different.

Conservation bjologists recognize that large, unroaded
wilderness areas are vital to wildlife conservation,
especially to large mammals like grizzly bears. Most
countries in the world have lost their opportunities to
protect big wilderness., The new B.C, government
should show vision and protect the cntire Southemn
Chilcotin Mountains--the heart of the Big Chilcotin
Wildemess...while i1t has the chance!

eulaglcally stupld and economlcully unuund

90 a B.C. Parks study: cited the Southern Chilcotin Mountains as “the single miost outstanding

. > | pl' wildemness not presently protected in the southern interior of B.C. Why, then, did a _

3’&3‘2 = -"“""' WU povlhment that created ﬂmuﬂ! million hectares of new parkland in B‘U not protect the 100000
0 B S e hedlie heartland of the Southern Chilcotin Mnunmn:l-thc Southemn Chilcotin-Spn len'@ﬂdem?

ofisay Lhat the Southern Chilcotin Wildemess is the -.rimm of'a nﬂlgr bﬁm lh‘h'luimy oft.. .i

Forglts and the Ministry of Envnmumm,m Ministry of Enujmn:ml-;mm; C'Im A Park. ‘I'InB s 58

Forgl Service advocates wilderncss prﬁtedlnu under muaFnrul Acl--& dos gmﬁnnﬁnt doep nnt rohibit
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