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rest in Lava Canyon, Upper Elaho Valley.

= BRITISH COLUMBIA’S LAST ANCIENT
LANDSCAPES NEED MORE DEFENDERS

Located just a two-hour car dnve north of Squamish,
B.C. is a fabulous 260,000 hectare wildemess area, a
microcosm of the wild natural world that once
dominated coastal B.C. It 1s cailed the Stoltmann
Wildermess by its defenders, in memory of the young
conservationist, Randy Stoltmann, who proposcd thal
the arca be protected shonly before his death in a
tragic mountaincenng accident

The Stoltmann Wildemess encompasses the pnstine
headwalers of the Squamish and Lillooet River
systems: the Sims. Clendenning, Upper Elaho and
Upper Lillooet valleys. Together, these four
comtiguous valleys make up half of all the large
unlogged valleys over 5,000 hectares lefl in the entire
4.2 million hectare Lower Mainland region.

The Stoltmann is a keystone link in a proposed
system of new and existing Coast Mountain parks that
equals the world-famous Rocky Mountain parks in
size. besuty and ccological integnty

Duning the summer of 1995, dozens of Wildemess
Commitice volunteers snipped and flagged a route
into the oldgrowth forest of the Stoltmann Wilderness.
Hike this route up the wild Elaho River Valley and
you'll be stepping back in time 10,000 years, entenng
a timeless landscape of towenng Douglas fir and
ancient redeedar forests, flower-filled meadows,
pristine rivers, abundant fish, cagles, moose. gnzzly
bear, mountain goat and wolves. It's casy to forget
that just 200 kilometres away live over 2 million
people in one of North America’s major urban
centres--Vancouver.

Despite its inestimable ecological and recreational
valucs, the Stoltmann Wildemness is increasingly
threatened by logging. The Wildemess Commuttee’s
Stolumann hiking trail stars in a 100 hectare clearcut
in the Upper Elaho Valley, Logging roads, bndges
and clearcuts are already approved in the Stoltmann
for the summer of 1996,

The Stoltmann is at the centre of a wilderness
preservation versus logging jobs debate. With trees
fast running out in southwest B.C., the Stoltmann’s
oldgrowth forests are coveted by powerful forces--
multinational timber corporation Intemational Forest
Products (InterFor), timber-union giant Intemational
Wood Workers of America (IWA) and a provincial

overnment that sceks social appcasement rather than
ecological sustainability.

rs

Complicating matters 1s a $plit in the environment
movement. Scveral enviromment groups including
B.C. Wild and the Canadian Parks and Wildemess
Society have agreed to help government slash down
Lower Mainland wildemess arca proposals in order to
squeeze into government'sarbitrary limit that parks
compnse only |3 percent of the Lower Mainland land
base. The Wildemess Commitiec remains a lone voice
calling for a much larger Bower Mainland park
system—between 35 and 40 percent of the land base,
Based on the principles of conservation biology, it's
the amount of wilderness needed to protect key
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wildlife habitat and provide adequate recreation
aopportunities for the area’s huge, growing population.

The self-named "moderate groups™ involved in the
government's Lower Mainland park planning process
have tentatively agreed to the logging of most of the
oldgrowth forests of the Stoltmann Wildermess. On
the eve of the recent provincial election these groups
were poised to sign off on an agreement with imber
industry representatives that would allow Sims Creck
Valley, Upper Elaho Valley and half of the Upper
Lillooet Valley to be clearcut logged.

The future of the
Stoltmann Wilderness
looks scary except for

one thing...YOU and the
thousands of people who
care for this wild place
like they care for South
Moresby, the Carmanah,
the Stein Valley and
Clayoquot Sound.

As you learn more about
the Stoltmann Wilderness
YOU can choose
to join and support our
campaign to preserve the
entire 260,000 hectare
area, the Lower Mainland's

largest remaining
~ ancient landscape. We areé
counting on this area’s
mystique to capture your
" heart and imagination
as it has ours.



< spectacular
~ hiking route

The Sioltmana Wilderness Trail Route 1s a
surveyed pathrway through a spectacularly wild
country. Throughout the summer of 1995,
Wilderness Committee volunteers worked hard to
clear fifteen kilometres of the route through the
oldgrowth forests in the Upper Elabo Valley. This
summer volunteers will be out there again,
snipping away at the undergrowth with ‘loppers’
(large pruning shears). By the end of summer,
1996, WCWC's entire thirty kilometre Stolimann
Wilderness Trail Route will be cleared and marked
from the Upper Elaho to Meager Creek Valley.

Why is WCWC sunveying this sail? To gamer
pubhic support for the preservation of the ennire
260,000 hectare Stoltmann Wildemess. WOWC's
trails have worked in other places ke Carmanah,
the Stein and the Boise valleys. If enough people
experience the Stoltmann, we're convincad the
public pressure to preserve it will be unstoppable!

Walking along the Swlmmann Wildermess Trail
Rowte is awesome. The Elaho Valley s a gentle
L out with a sencs of runforcst-drapod
canyems. Within two kiloencires of the trail heamd,
the route passes by B.C. = thind largest Douglas "
fir—the Elaho Gaant. It then wimds to the bofioin
of Lava and Cessna (nicknamad “Impassablc” by
WOCWC's first survey crew) canyons, crossing the
erecks on temporary polc and rope bndges.

Hiking bridoe over Lava Creek. Pholo: Doug Carter

p -

There are many outstanding trees found 1n the
Stoltmann. including somc of the last large groves
of oldgrowth Douglas fir left on the B.C. coast
Many of the woes arc over a thousand years old'

Funther up the Elaho River, the valley widens out
and the forest 1s interspersed with wetlsnds and
groves of ancient vellow cedars. This 1s pnime
moose country. In fact, it's about as far south as

you can find moose i B.C.'s Coast Mountains "
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After a day and a half of hiking, the mail route ="t | ~ . : _ _
ng-zags up & ndge o the Hundred Lakes Plaieau 2 o = g . R - .
From here you get an amaring panoramic view of ' i F. N . - . .
the buge glacicrs that crown the mountain ndges
abowve the Elaho, Clendenning and Sims Crock -
watersheds, b i \ b .
The marked routc then mcanders across the Wilderness Committee volunteers bull ting hiking bridge. Photo: Keiry Dawson
heather and flower meadows of the platcau. s T 5 el SRR

connecting crvstal-clear lakes and ponds. If you ; _;f; i e
are locky you may come across gnzzly or cougar C i R, YL
tracks in the sand bars or hear 3 wolf howling
from onc of the ndges. At the end of the third day
you camp on the northemn lip of the plateay
overlooking Meager Cresk Valley. From here it 1s
a half-day hike down the winding trail route 1o the
logging road below. A soak in the hotspnngs
found five kalometres down this logging road

should belp to casc any over-worked muscles! Proposed Protected Areas

1 suiTmann YWikdo TS
If you wan! to join the voluntcers helping clear D Bt BhRadme o 1ot
WCWC's Swolimann Wilderness Trail Roule wnie 3. Upper Brdge Rive
. . ik 4. Taseko Lakes
or phone Kerry Dawson. WOWC's volunteer 4 I. akns 4
NCOLN Gfasalands Nalional Far
coordinalor. 6. Tatlayoko Laks

Note: WCWC's Swoltmann Wilderness Trail
Rowute is not an officlally approved hiking trail
under the Forest Practices Code. The B.C.

Forest Service has only approved the section to L : _ r _
B ke Gt I et it 0 s e e B i P e -
Hurdred Lakes Plateau. WOWC Is now ¥

G D

Dougies Creek - Mahet Creak
Chidwack Lake

10. Tantalus Range - Lower Squamish Rve
11. Caren Range
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'S FOR THE STOLTMANN WILDERNESS
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“Ever since 1he Group of Scven captured on canvas norhem Omiano’s wild

more (han 8 century ago, Canada’s wilderness has hoen a continuing wellspring of

g artisuc inspimtion. Bul, for owny of today s eriss, wildemess s more Lthan mercly a
shiect mailer. 1l is 8 cause celebre. Realimng that Canada’s great oldgromh fonests

- rosdicss wilderncss arces are dissppeanng 81 an cver-increasing rule. Lhey have
plunteered their wlents to help progect spocial wild arcas from destruction.
Afst have been “activists™ in every successful campaign Lo save B.C.'s big
Latlderness areas, from South Moresby (0 the Sicin and Carmanah o the Tsilika. They
have trekked into throsened oldgruwth forests, creaicd awe-inspiring an and donated
their work 1o help rse money for wildemess preservation.
o o -.
e Wilderness Committee ha invited one hundrod arusis 0 come 10 he Swoltmann
ammet of 1996, 0 camp-out with WOWC campaignens and
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South Coast Mountailn Wilderness Areas
and Connecting Corridors

Protecied Areas

fir In the Clarks Grove,

H
L:::, Elaho Valley. Photo: Kerry Dawsan
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Pemiorion
lon Capr,

{ Lava Tk

white Pine Falls, Upper Lillooet Valley. Photo: lan Mackehzia

WCWC Supports Aboriginal Title

Western Canada Witderness Committee belicves (hat
for Fimd Nafons 15 2 proroguisie o lasting eayinmme
We support the work o indigenous peoples L0 safegul
rraditiona) homelamds and crsure the sunival of her
helicve (hat the rights of indigenous peoplcs Lo their
imalicnatie and thear iradiiional si¢wardship of Eanh's
serve ux an example of how we can live in susdaimbic
ORI 11.,|-..1r:|| il

The Stodtrnann Wilderness Arca is within the irsdition
the Klahaose, Lil'wial. Scchelf and Squamish Fird iNal

Stoltmann Wilderness

In the spring of 1994 he NDP poveThment sl
Advisory Commitiee (RPAC) i Gutly resch

Munland's fow remsining wildemess areas woukd reman wild and which ones

e o [or ..k'.flm_.m__ﬂ ind : Ry
InterFor and the TWA :J1..ﬂ.1m ¥ clearcu logging. [avited onio RPAC were

‘l.ll!ll B

i r'-_'l"l:l-\. was e nr"'-"-.lf‘l.’ 'mm :’!:I-"'h:
Parks Branch, the BC. Lands Branch process, instosd of the B.C. Provincial

Eavirenment Ministry on RPAL

The monthly RPAC mectings were not Eeneral public 1o obeerve, unlike
' - | En 5] lh « LD
thome of the cartier Pinccone Lake/Burke Mountain proces. The Wilderness

Lommitee was woriod: o the |3 RPAC members were left 10 thear secret |
Regoliadions, most of the remaining wilderness in the Lower Muinland would be lost in
trade-ofls and compromiws lo koop the total ares of parks cnder Lhe artirery oli
cstahlished by povemment. |3 percent of the land b =

- 1

Lower Maurdand commu

ol &l TN

ol TEcy !

couldn’t bave a 2nl o
around Ike & wagon Whe
=hum Floons arad »
gOvErmEnLnl 8 '.'-.:"lfi:-'.ﬂ-..h.f‘i'.-u dance on Lhe Lower Maniand park plinsing procos and

ranng the profife of the larged wnldomess arca threasened by (he RPAC negotiations—

Lhe Stolim

u 8 thincen-member Regiom) Pablic
mu:ummglhm

wilh w0 sellacclaimed “moderate” VIOTIReNT Eroups
the Canadian Parks and Wikdernen Socwery -"l.l'l"'ﬂiﬂ'l' lhe cremion l!llf'

inDLoniusly pro-developmem) reproscnied the

In the (all of 1995, the Wilderncsa Commitiee lsunched & campugn o bring RPAC"s

Ol -0 dcal-middaing 1o

mublic uEendion

We sancd by picketng cuiside the RPAC mectings, dermanchng (sl they be opened 1o

rulimy. RPAC refised Next we esablished profesl camp o the um“

viona, @k g thal government hold poblic oncn-hoose mectomgs in all
L33 1o give poeople an oppormusdy W review RPACs

PrOpOosCs park plan and say how much local park proteciion they want. The NDP

N

= con 't have time.” We suid, “there's always time for

Ukar Legislsture Lawn camp-oul comtinued for acarly two months, becoming Lhe

Homgesl runming prote

B legoiamre maory. Whea the legiisture guards ssid we
he Lawn, we pul our t2m on castor wheels and owed it

o ihe guards sad thet woukin't do, we (illed our lerd with
sperded 1 Oover the Lawa, drawing snention 1o the

e Wik rmess

In ihe weeks hefore the Apnl 28 clection call, RPAC
reproscniabives spparcolly reachad & leniative agroement 0o
which Lower Mamland waldermess sreas they'd recommend for
prescnvalon (uthough we've beard that they dadn | actsally agn
the agreement). RPAC s emviroamealal represenlaiived Bave
refused 1o give us 3 copry’ of thewr park plas map, bul we ve becn
ol thel most of the Siolomann Wilderness s slated for
developmeni. (O the Solimann s 260,000 hecioss spprovimalely
35,000, abogl one-[iuth of he erea. wis recommended for
presenvanoen (sec the proposed Swolmana Wilderness RPAL
ORIy Of maAp 0 15 L)

RPAC moommended that Sims Creel, Uhe Upper Elabo and e
ower clevabons snd tnbatary sreams of the Upper Lilloot—
three of the Swoltzana’s four big pristine valleys—he logged.
Sems Creek, the Upper Elaho, end the Lillooet tibetary valieys
of Selal, Pouklcr amd honh Crosts reprosen the coologpeal
heaniand aad moa enponsnt recnmanon aoces of e Suolumann,
RPAC s pian calls for clesrcuzing the vaw majoniy of the
cconomic wmber and ithe very et by wands of cosssl Dougles
fir. [t puis the Sindtmann of 118 ecoloecal macgnicy. Tlow can
ervironment groups like B.C. Wild and the Canadian Parks end
Wikderness Society oven coniemplate signimg ofl on a deal like

|.|l.|I

O My 28 Promier Glen Clark and the NDP were ontrusted
b the reins of power o govern B.C. (hrough to the end of the
mullenmiom. 1t's & four year penod dunng whech Bnoeh
(oluymbans coild protect muffioent wiudomess 10 PreseTve
~odiverery, clean water and 3 bealthy emaronment for oar
. hildren, of bicker our way down o seving oaly |12 percent of
R.C.s lands—following (o the foomszeps of the U5, where it's
wooming chear that 12 percend presenvation is insuTicent 10
presenve grrdics, wolves and saimon
The Wilderness Commuttee urges our new NDP governmen 1o
bring democracy back Lo the Lower Mainland park planniog
process. Government sow has the tme 0 plan open house public
mactingy, giving people the chance w la it know what kind of
Lawer Manland park sysiem they ward. We are confiden thal
Lower Muinland resdenss will syy, preserve the eatire 260,000
hecmre Stolumane W ddeness

A WILDLIFE PARADISE

The 260,000 hectare Stoltmann Wilderness is a nch mosaic of
oldgrowth forests, alpine meadows. manshes, nvers and glacicrs.
All together it's a lot of ideal fish and wildlife habitat!

The four big pristine valleys—the Upper Elzho, Sims.
Elcndrnninjg E the Upper Lillocet--all have mmndini fish
ctreams. The lower five kilometres of Sims Creck is known for
its large trout. According to the B.C. Ministry of Enviroament, it
is a Class A fish bearing stream (govemment highest possible
rating). The Upper Elaho River is also rated as a Class A stream
below the canyon which begins just upsiream from its
confluence with Clendenning Crock (sce the map I!lﬂw.'}. Thl:hl
Clendenning, 100, is a Class A stream with trout living in all
the uppermost headwaters. Because fish migration into the Upper
Lillooct River was blocked by a lava flow that formed a mﬁ:
to migration several thousand years ago—Key Hole Falls—
fish there may be genctically unique.

vernment biologists have estimated the numbers of some
gi‘fhf large wildlife species inhabiting the Stoltmann Wilderness
at 8 grizzly bear, 700 black bear, 5!: MOOSE, mmmﬂm' goaLs,
§ wolves and 1§ cougars. This 5.3 wildlife rol unequalled
by any pm\rincia!pukmthcmﬂhhmllud-

: Idermess also contains a number of species
e e by i doncon ciubcre One of b5 By
Kecn's long-cared bat, found in the low clevation forests bick
Eiaho. Sims. Cleadenning and Lillooct valleys. This et JFCC

5a.D uﬁwfﬂlﬂmm““”w; :
(classificd as cadangernd) by the B.C. Eavimomen /-




Wilkderneas Committes voluntears -I the nnnuai Brackendala wlrrlur eagle count
on the Lower Squamish River. Photo: Kerry Dawson

 WILDERNESS PRESE ERVATIO
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Preserving the 260, um htﬂl.ru S‘luilumnn Wﬁmqﬁmld pmvd

many job ereation Oppmiunlﬂt&hfﬂthm[ﬁ tourism ind ﬂf.
the Squamish-WhistlerPemberton cormdaor. : s

But what about the declining !nggmg!milhng jobs in the region? ¥5
Clearly, allowing the big loguing companics including International e
Forest Products (InterFor) to keep on clearcutting until the last fow wild
valleys are logged out will not change the current downward tread in
logging/milling 1obs in the region.

The answer for the forest industry lesan getting more local jobs per
tree cut. laterFor ships mueh of the timber 1 cuts in the Squamish-
Whistler-femberton comdor o be miilled at its lumber mills on the
Fraser River and Buoard Infel. Some of the timber is shipped to forciga
miilsan the fonn of cants--squared off logs. This year, InterFor's Troe
Fam License (TFL) A35, the govemiment issuoed ficense (hat guarmmntces
togeing nghts in three of the Stolimann’s tour big-treed vallcys (Sims.
the Upper Elaho and the Clendenning), comes up for repewal,

The Wildemess Comunittee urges the B.C. goveroment not 10 renew!
TFL #3R. Instead WCWC recommends that TFL #38 lands within the
Stoltmann Wildemness—-about one-third of the amber volume of the
TFL=be withdrawn so that the entire 260,000 ha Stoltmann Wilderness
can be preserved as a'provicial park. Timber cutting nights for the rest
of the TFL #38 lands should ke reallocated amd placed under local
comimunity control. Companies that value-add ‘manufaciure wood
proclucts locaily should he gutrantesd 3 wood Supply aod all timbee
culting agreements should supulato the use of Isbourantensive ceo-
forestmy methods, oot clearcuting.

W can preserve jobs whilc saving the Stoltmann Wilderness.
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l,nmrFm ¢1nrcu1 and slash burning on the n-dgn ni th& stoltmann ‘h'ﬂl‘dﬂl‘niln. Large dimansion rurnb-er belng ﬂ-hlpped from Vancouver docks to foreign milla for
Photo: Joe Foy remanufacture. Photo: Joa Foy

LET PREMIER CLARK KNOW

: WHERE YOU STAND ON PRESERYING

I the entire 260,000 HECTARE

| STOLTMANN WILDERNESS
WRITE HIM NOW!

PREMIER GLEN CLARK,
LEGISLATIVE BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, B.C. V8V 1X4

For every 1,000 people who feel strongly about an 1ssue, on
average, unly one actually writes a letter to government.
Your letter to Premier Clark about the Stoltmann Wildemess
carries the weight of a thousand people!

Don't delay - write today!

Find oul how you can Idn-,prl" endangered Stotmann Wilderness trees like this ong
In Sims Creek. Seo tear-ot maller below. Photo: James Jamieson
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i The name | want to give my special Stoltmann Lree s
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Clip and Mail to Help Save the 3tnltmqnn Wilderness

1 contnibae o WOCWCs tum:u:mnzmmgmw.w:mum
;:: h::l':.-dﬂ.tﬁhh gt of Eﬁp 550 5100 5500 - =z 000 other 1o help win (his campaign.
| want 1o [ ] rencw my membership [ ) become & Western Canada Wilderngsa mﬂnb:lEukHﬂﬂﬂ_'fﬂDler
membership fec. oo
| would like W Adapt an Oldgroth Tree is the Sicltmara Wilderness. EEMEII;': nmmﬂdﬂl
calligraphied cenificae scaled with the Wilderness Commitiee logo featuning & tree p ken Ww
mswammmmmmmrummmmuwm '
The rame of the troe’s sdopiee is

o000

Name (please print)
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